ATTLEBORO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3 1 65^00  I 303392b 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/reportsoftownoff1915attl 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Officers  and  Departments 

OF  THE 


CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1915. 


THE  APPLETON  CO., 
Attleboro,  Mass. 
1916 


GOVERNMENT 


OF  THE 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 

1915 


/ 


ELECTED  OFFICIALS. 


MAYOR. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Harold  E.  Sweet 80  North  Main  St. 

Hours: — 9:30  to  11:30  and  3 to  5 Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday.  9:30 
to  11:30  A.  M.  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday. 

CITY  CLERK  AND  TREASURER. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Frank  I.  Babcock 163  South  Main  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  5 p.  m.  except  Saturdays.  Saturdays 
8:30  a.  m.  to  12:30  p.  m. 


ASSISTANT  CITY  CLERK. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

\ 

Alberta  F.  Remington # 6 Fourth  St. 

Appointed  by  the  City  Clerk,  confirmed  by  the  Council. 


CITY  COLLECTOR. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

Lester  W.  Nerney 200  North  Main  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8 a.  m.  to  5 p.  m.  except  Saturdays.  Saturdays 
8 a.  m.  to  12  m. 

COUNCILLORS  AT  LARGE. 


Terms  expire  January,  1916 

Philip  E.  Brady,  President 

Stephen  H.  Foley 

Harry  P.  Kent 

William  H.  Saart 

Charles  O.  Sweet 

Oscar  Wolfenden 


12  Horton  Block. 
...  .30.  Union  St. 
....  12  First  St. 
....  11  Fourth  St. 
...119  Bank  St. 
. 173  County  St. 
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WARD  COUNCILLORS. 

Terms  expire  January,  1917. 

William  H.  Garner 373  South  Main  St. 

William  A.  Spier 14  Grove  St. 

Solomon  B.  Jacobs 48  Park  St. 

Samuel  M.  Holman 39  Pleasant  St. 

Joseph  E.  Gaynor 45  James  St. 

ASSESSORS. 

Walter  J.  Newman,  Chairman 177  Pine  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1:30  to  5 p.  m.  except  Satur- 
days. Saturdays  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m. 

Term  expires  January,  1918. 

Harry  E.  Carpenter,  Clerk West  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1916. 

Malcolm  Currie 12  Holden  St. 

Term  expires  January,  1917. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Terms  expire  January,  1918. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman | 17  First  St. 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin,  Secretary 32  John  St. 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson 13  Maple  St. 

Terms  expire  January,  1917. 

Walter  A.  Briggs 1 Cliff  St. 

Thomas  G.  Sadler South  Attleboro. 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald 250  County  St. 

Terms  expire  January,  1916. 

Mrs.  Susie  M.  Pearse 24  Dean  St. 

Edwin  F.  Thayer 17  Mechanic  St. 

Walter  J.  Newman 177  Pine  St. 


APPOINTED  OFFICIALS. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Joseph  V.  Curran,  Chairman Highland  Ave.,  Hebronville. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Clerk 17  First  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Frank  M.  Payson 139  North  Main  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

CITY  PHYSICIAN. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Wilfred  E.  Rounseville 40  Bank  St. 

HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Ralph  P.  Kent 115  County  St. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT— FIRE  ENGINEERS. 

Hiram  R.  Packard,  Chief 8 Hope  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Fred  A.  Clark,  First  Assistant 22  Hayward  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

William  E.  Sweeney,  Second  Assistant 10  School  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Charles  E.  Wilbur,  Chief  and  Lockup  Keeper Bronson  Annex. 

Resigned  November  12,  1915. 

Edmond  H.  Gingras,  Lieutenant 15  John  St. 

Appointed  Acting-Chief  and  Lockup  Keeper  November  12,  1915. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Harry  J.  Goodale,  Superintendent 61  County  St. 

Hours:- — Daily  from  8 a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1 to  5 p.  m.  except  Saturdays. 
Saturdays  8 a.  m.  to  1 p.  m. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Samuel  Dyer,  City  Engineer 48  Hodges  St. 

Appointed  by  Supt.  of  Public  Works. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

AUDITOR. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Edgar  F.  Bosworth 317  South  Main  St. 

Hours: — Daily  from  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m.  and  1:30  to  5 p.  m.  except  Satur- 
days. Saturdays  8:30  a.  m.  to  12  m. 

INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Millard  F.  Ashley 8 Sturdy  St. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Hugh  Gaffney 31  Dennis  St. 

BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS. 

John  R.  Curry,  Chairman 4 Foley  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Michael  A.  Galligan 70  Dunham  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Chester  A.  Smith South  Main  St.  Hebronville. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 163  South  Main  St. 

CITY  SOLICITOR. 

John  J.  Coady 43^  Holman  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 


Charles  A.  Mooers 72  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Solon  D.  Bushee 255  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

John  E.  Anderson Thacher  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Terms  expire  February,  1916. 

Joseph  L.  Sweet,  Chairman 42  Peck  St. 

Leonard  I.  Lamb  197  South  Main  St. 

Thomas  E.  McCaffrey 99  Union  St. 


Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  S.  Carpenter 60  Peck  St. 

CharlesS.  Holden,  Secretary 378  North  Main  St. 

Mark  E.  Rowe 178  South  Main  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1918. 

Mrs.  Irene  T.  Hill 192  South  Main  St. 

George  St.  John  Sheffield, *: North  Main  St. 

Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Wilmarth 73  North  Main  St. 

TREE  WARDEN. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

W.  E.  S.  Smith 51  Thacher  St. 

MOTH  INSPECTOR. 


Term  expires  February,  1916. 

W.  E.  S.  Smith * 51  Thacher  St. 


FOREST  WARDEN. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Hiram  R.  Packard 8 Hope  St. 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF  AND  BURIAL  AGENT. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Fred  L.  Morse 24  Dean  St. 

PLANNING  BOARD. 

Terms  expire  February,  1916. 

Joseph  Finberg,  Chairman 24  John  St. 

Milford  E.  Bliss.  12  Dean  St. 

Terms  expire  February,  1917. 

Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Hammond 17  Second  St. 

Raymond  M.  Horton 116  Pleasant  St. 

Term  expire  February,  1918. 

Mrs.  Mary  G.  Mullaly 1 Ellis  St. 

George  A.  Sweeney,  Secretary.  . 52  Holman  St. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Eustace  V.  Carpenter 278  Oak  Hill  Ave 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES. 
Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Benjamin  C.  Wetherell 

37  Peck  St. 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

Terms  expire  February,  1916. 

Isaac  Alger 

Eustace  V.  Carpenter 278  Oak  Jlill  Ave. 

Henry  A.  Lord Locust  St. 

CARETAKER  OF  GRAVES. 

CIVIL  AND  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 


Term  expires  February,  1916. 

George  R.  Adams 

CITY  STENOGRAPHER. 
Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Mrs.  Lulu  A.  Gingras 

15  John  St. 

CITY  MESSENGER. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Fred  L.  Morse 

24  Dean  St. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Nelson  Hagar,  City  Farm  and  Pound 

County  St. 

CITY  REPRESENTATIVES  ON  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL. 


Terms  expire  February,  1916. 

Harold  E.  Sweet 

Charles  0.  Sweet 

.80  North  Main  St. 
. . . .119  Bank  St. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  ex-officio 163  South  Main  St. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CAPRON  AND  DEBORAH  STARKEY  FUNDS. 

All  ex-officio. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer. 

Benjamin  P.  King,  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee. 
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SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS. 


Frederick  G.  Mason  Chairman 80  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

W.  Granville  Meader,  Clerk 146  County  St. 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Frank  W.  Weaver Bates  Block. 

Term  expires  February,  1918. 


SEWER  LOAN  COMMISSION. 

Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  ex-officio,  Chairman. 

Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treasurer,  ex-officio. 

W.  Granville  Meader,  Clerk 

Term  expires  February,  1916. 

Frederick  G.  Mason 

Term  expires  February,  1917. 

Frank  W.  Weaver 


Term  expires  February,  1918. 


ADDRESS  OF 


HON.  HAROLD  E.  SWEET 

MAYOR  OF  ATTLEBORO 


AT  THE 

INAUGURATION 


THE  1916  CITY  GOVERNMENT 


CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  HALL 

ATTLEBORO,  MASSACHUSETTS 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  4,  1916 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Council: 

The  time  has  come  for  a review  of  our  first  year  as  a city,  an  estimate 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  and  careful  consideration  of  what  lies  before 
us. 

Any  comment  or  criticism  on  what  we  have  done  or  left  undone  during 
the  past  year  should  properly  come  from  the  people  whose  interests  we  have 
endeavored  to  serve.  It  may  be  in  order  for  us  to  say  that  we  have  tried  to 
so  chart  and  buoy  the  course  as  to  steer  clear  of  extravagance  on  the  one 
hand  and  deficiency  on  the  other,  Furthermore,  we  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
to  accept  as  a tacit  approval  of  our  conduct  of  municipal  affairs  the  practical 
lack  of  contest  or  issue  in  the  recent  election.  This  condition  should,  how- 
ever, not  lull  us  into  a smug  complacency  either  as  to  ourselves  or  our  doings. 

A vigilant  and  critical  public  is  highly  essential  in  order  to  insure  the 
efficient  and  industrious  application  of  public  officials  to  their  duties,  to  key 
them  up  to  the  highest  degree  of  service.  Personally,  I have  experienced  a 
keen  disappointment  that  a larger  interest  in  our  doings  has  not  been  mani- 
fested by  our  citizens  during  the  past  year,  and  emphasis  is  laid  on  this  mat- 
ter at  this  time  because  laxity  in  this  respect  is  fraught  with  danger  now  and 
in  the  years  to  come.  With  this  in  mind  I have  welcomed  all  sorts  of  in- 
quiries during  the  past  year,  many  of  them  perhaps  seemingly  not  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  yet  manifestly  due  to  a desire  to  intelligently  compre- 
hend affairs.  I have  not  lent  ear  to  carping  curbstone  criticism,  which  is 
ever  prevalent,  but  am  always  ready  to  meet  frank,  intelligent  censure  of 
any  municipal  action  or  policy  and  to  give  a full  statement  of  the  reasons 
that  appear  to  justify  our  course. 

The  several  department  heads  and  their  assistants  are  united  in  a com- 
mon purpose  to  render  to  the  city  the  best  service  of  which  they  are  capable. 
Their  relations  with  this  office  have  been  pleasant  without  exception,  and 
there  has  been  a prompt  and  cheerful  response  to  suggestions.  I do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  the  high  degree  of  efficiency  which  ought  to  be  the  goal 
has  been  attained,  but  there  is  encouraging  evidence  that  all  are  animated 
with  a desire  to  perform  the  tasks  assigned  to  them  loyally  and  thoroughly. 

Finances 

A reduction  in  the  tax  rate  is  a popular  campaign  shibboleth,  and,  seri- 
ously speaking,  is  much  to  be  desired,  but  it  is  obvious  that  it  can  be  accom- 
plished in  only  one  of  two  ways:  either  by  a reduction  in  expenses,  or  an 
increase  in  valuation  and  sources  of  income.  A municipality,  like  one’s 
family  or  one’s  business,  cannot  grow  without  a corresponding  increase  in 
the  expense  of  maintenance. 

The  constantly  increasing  demand  for  all  kinds  of  governmental  aid, 
however  justifiable,  means  increased  governmental  expense  in  nation,  state 
and  city.  You  cannot  provide  for  working  men’s  compensation  in  case  of 
injury,  you  cannot  allow  the  firemen  one  day  off  in  five,  you  cannot  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  mothers  with  dependent  children,  you  cannot  take 
care  of  an  annual  increase  in  school  population  of  one  hundred  or  more  and 
maintain  Massachusetts’  educational  standards,  you  cannot  meet  the  con- 
stantly increasing  state  tax,  you  cannot  do  a number  of  other  things  that 
are  demanded  in  increasing  measure  each  year,  without  materially  adding 
to  the  annual  municipal  budget. 

It  does  not  seem  possible  that  during  the  coming  year  we  can  increase 
our  valuation,  already  high  in  comparison  with  other  cities  of  like  size  in  the 
Commonwealth,  even  by  the  normal  ratio  of  the  last  five  years.  This  means 
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that  we  cannot  rely  on  having  much  more  money  available  for  municipal 
expenses  this  year  than  last,  so  that  we  must  redouble  the  scrutiny  and  care 
with  which  we  analyzed  every  appropriation  that  was  approved  last  year. 

It  is  therefore  essential  that  we  should  at  this  time  make  a careful  study 
of  our  financial  condition  as  compared  with  a year  ago,  and  while  the  balance 
for  the  year  has  not  yet  been  struck,  owing  to  the  physical  impossibility  of 
getting  in  all  the  outstanding  December  bills  which  must  be  paid  out  of  the 
1915  appropriations,  yet  I am  pleased  to  state  that  our  financial  condition 
is  materially  improved,  in  evidence  of  which  I submit  the  following  data: 

Our  average  valuation  for  the 
past  three  years,  less  abate- 
ments is 

Our  debt  limit,  under  existing 
laws,  23^%  of  this  is 


Our  present  liabilities  (as  of  Dec. 
31,  1915)  are— 

Water  Bonds 

Sewer  Bonds 

High  School  Bonds 

Fire  Station  Bonds 

Highway  Bonds 

School  House  Bonds 


Total  Bonds — Water,  Gen- 
eral and  Sewer $1,257,500.00 

Time  Notes $ 35,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Tax  Notes 125,000.00  160,000.00 


$21,083,190  00 
527,079.75 


$599,500.00 

421,000.00 

$148,000.00 

19.000. 00 

40.000. 00 

30.000. 00  $237,000.00 


Total  Debt — Bonds  and 

Notes $1,417,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets — 

Water  Department $132,112.47 

General  Department 65,136.70 

*Sewer  Loan  Investment  Fund . 108,977.25  $306,226.42 


Net  Bonded  and  Floating 

Debt 

Above  liabilities,  outside  debt 
limit,  are — 

Water  Bonds 

Sewer  Bonds 

Anticipation  of  Tax  Notes 


$1,111,273.58 


$599,500.00 

421.000. 00 

125.000. 00 


$1,145,500.00 

Less  Water  and  Sewer  Sinking 

Fund  Assets $241,089.72  $904,410.28 


Net  Debt,  within  debt  limit . . . 

Borrowing  Capacity,  Jan.  1, 1916 
Borrowing  Capacity,  Jan.  1, 1915 

Net  increase  in  borrowing  capacity 

Reduction  in  Net  Debt 

*Not  taken  into  account  in  last  year’s  summary. 


$206,863.30 


$320,216.45 

267,701.20 


$52,515.25 


$97,561.56 
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A comparison  of  the  above  figures  with  those  of  a like  nature  submitted 
to  you  a year  ago  at  once  indicate  a very  appreciable  reduction  in  our  muni- 
cipal obligations,  and  that  we  are  well  Within  the  margin  of  our  legal  bor- 
rowing— both  by  reason  of  this  reduction  and  the  increase  in  our  average 
valuation. 

Without  the  specific  figures  at  hand,  which  cannot  be  obtained  until 
the  auditor’s  books  for  1915  have  been  closed,  I cannot  definitely  state  to 
you  tonight  just  the  exact  amount  the  City  of  Attleboro  spent  for  all  pur- 
poses in  the  year  1915  and  just  how  this  compared  with  the  city’s  income 
from  taxes  and  receipts,  although  I have  followed  the  figures  closely  enough 
to  know  that  the  difference  is  very  slight. 

At  an  early  date  I shall  present  to  you  a detailed  report  of  these  expenses 
as  compared  with  those  of  the  town  in  1914,  and  believe  it  will  be  apparent, 
despite  some  legacies  that  unavoidably  added  to  the  expenses  of  1915,  that 
the  city  actually  SPENT  less  for  local  requirements  than  the  town  in  its 
last  year. 

It  is  not,  however,  so  much  a question  of  the  amount  expended,  whether 
it  be  more  or  less,  but  rather  of  the  value  received.  In  this  respect  it  has 
been  our  special  concern  during  this  last  year  to  see  that  the  city  gets  the 
best  possible  return  for  every  dollar  of  expenditure.  Some  waste  in  the 
expenditure  of  so  large  a sum,  with  a total  of  employees  at  times  running 
up  to  475,  is  inevitable,  but  I venture  to  say  that  the  city  emerges  from  this 
first  year  with  its  physical  condition  improved,  and  a financial  showing  that 
indicates  for  the  present  at  least,  that  city  government  is  no  more  expensive 
than  town  government,  and  this  too  despite  some  unusual  expenses  incident 
to  the  first  year  of  city  administration. 

Not  only  has  an  appreciable  reduction  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
obligations  incurred  in  former  years,  but  we  have  contracted  no  new  ones 
for  future  payment,  excepting  those  contingent  upon  the  completion  of  the 
rifle  range  and  the  purchase  of  a new  steam  roller,  totalling  $9000.00. 

In  the  matter  of  the  rifle  range,  we  have  not  as  yet  issued  the  note 
authorized,  owing  to  a technicality,  and  have  consequently  expended  all  the 
money  thereon  so  far  out  of  current  revenue,  thereby  saving  a small  amount 
of  interest. 

Digressing  for  a moment,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  there  is  every  reason 
for  requiring  that  the  state  own  the  rifle  ranges  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth that  applies  to  the  owning  of  the  armories  by  the  state,  and  this  mat- 
ter has  already  been  taken  up  with  our  local  representative  in  the  Legislature 
in  the  hope  that  legislation  of  this  sort  can  be  made  effective  this  year. 

The  $3000  due  on  the  steam  roller  on  April  1st  next,  if  we  elect  to  pur- 
chase it  at  that  time,  represents,  with  the  amount  already  paid — that  is, 
$1500 — merely  the  net  price  that  other  cities  have  paid  for  exactly  the  same 
machine  within  ten  days  after  delivery.  In  other  words,  we  were  able  to 
take  advantage  of  eight  months  dating  on  this  purchase,  contracting  to  lease 
the  machine  at  $1500,  until  April  1st  next,  the  rental  to  apply  on  the  purchase 
price  if  it  seems  advisable  to  buy  this  at  that  date. 

The  last  payment  of  $3000  was  made  on  the  South  Attleboro  engine 
house  in  1915.  We  shall  meet  this  year  the  last  of  the  ten  annual  apportion- 
ments and  interest  covering  the  grade  crossing  abolition,  with,  however,  the 
possibility  of  a supplementary  expense,  (less  than  half  what  we  have  paid 
annually  for  the  last  nine  years)  in  adjusting  certain  land  damage  claims 
incident  to  the  change  in  grade  of  the  railroad. 

There  will  be  paid  this  year  from  the  sinking  fund  $40,000  of  bonds 
issued  for  the  Peck  Street  extension,  another  expense  incident  to  the  grade 
crossing  abolition.  This  will  not  only  enable  us  to  make  a reduction  of  over 
$2000  in  our  annual  sinking  fund  requirements  but  will  also  mean  a reduction 
in  interest  charges  after  June  1st  next  of  $1600  per  annum. 

Indeed,  I am  reasonably  confident  that  these  reductions  together  with 
some  saving  in  the  general  governmental  expenses  incident  to  the  first  year 
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of  the  city,  will  be  well  nigh  sufficient  to  cover  the  rifle  range  appropriation 
and  the  final  payment  on  the  roller  if  it  is  so  ordered. 

Civic  Needs 

The  needs  of  the  city  are  many  and  varied,  but  there  are  certain  specific 
requirements,  not  any  of  them  especially  large  in  itself,  which  the  city,  with 
the  larger  and  pressing  demands  that  are  being  made  upon  it,  cannot  under- 
take, that  ought  to  appeal  to  the  generosity  of  some  of  our  public  spirited 
citizens.  I am  hopeful  that  the  mention  of  a few  of  these  at  this  time  may 
result  in  obtaining  some  during  the  coming  year. 

We  should  have  a well  located  and  properly  equipped  athletic  field; 
public  bathing  facilities;  a wading  pool  at  Capron  Park,  and  a permanent, 
centrally  located  playground  on  the  east  side. 

I shall  recommend  an  appropriation  to  begin  this  year  the  very  impor- 
tant work  of  an  accurate  survey  of  the  city.  Its  need  must  be  apparent  to 
you  all,  and  the  work  must  be  undertaken  independent  of  any  existing  records. 
The  assessors’  plats  may  be  used  as  a guide  for  the  various  sub-divisions  of 
this  survey,  but  not  for  accuracy  of  property  lines. 

While  the  expense  of  the  complete  survey  is  admittedly  large,  I am  con- 
fident that  in  the  end  it  will  result  in  profitable  returns  to  the  city  in  that  it 
will  enable  the  assessors  to  accurately  and  thoroughly  cover  all  real  pro- 
perty, something  which  they  have  been  admittedly  unable  to  do  from  the 
data  now  in  their  hands.  Not  only  is  the  survey  of  use  for  the  assessors, 
who  report  criticisms  from  the  state  authorities  because  we  have  nothing  of 
this  sort  in  a community  of  this  size,  but  it  is  greatly  needed  in  the  work  of 
the  Public  Works  Department.  It  is  contemplated  that  the  City  Engineer 
will  supervise  and  devote  all  the  time  possible  to  the  work,  a special  appro- 
priation being  required  for  materials  and  assistants. 

It  is  highly  essential  that  we  set  ourselves,  during  the  coming  year,  to 
the  important  and  arduous  task  of  completing  the  City  Ordinances,  except- 
ing, of  course,  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  particular  occasions  as  they 
arise  from  time  to  time;  abandoning  the  old  town  by-laws,  many  of  which 
are  obsolete  but  which  are  still  supposed  to  be  operative  until  they  are  res- 
cinded or  replaced. 

The  Planning  Board,  whose  value  as  an  agency  for  civic  improvement 
will  be  more  appreciated  as  the  public  comes  to  realize  the  purpose  and  scope 
of  its  work,  has  made  a number  of  very  practical  recommendations  that 
merit  your  attention. 

All  night  lighting,  the  building  of  a public  sanitary  on  the  common,  and 
traffic  regulations  to  relieve  the  fast  growing  congestion  here  at  certain  points 
in  the  center,  are  among  the  suggestions  emanating  from  this  source  and  will 
be  taken  up  with  you  later  on  more  in  detail. 

The  request  has  been  renewed  that  the  city  undertake  the  collection  of 
ashes  and  rubbish  from  the  householders  and  this  comes  within  the  category 
of  those  governmental  aids  supplanting  individual  effort,  above  referred  to, 
and  though  it  may  appeal  to  us  as  highly  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of 
civic  improvement  yet  it  is  not  clear  how  we  can  now  afford  the  expense 
involved. 

Police  Department 

The  recommendation  made  by  me  a year  ago  for  an  increase  in  the 
police  force  and  promptly  acquiesced  in  by  you  has  justified  itself,  for  we 
have  been  more  thoroughly  and  better  patrolled  near  the  center  during  the 
past  year  than  ever  before. 

I am  not,  however,  entirely  satisfied  with  conditions  in  this  department, 
and  this  is  said  without  having  in  mind  any  individual  or  group  of  individuals 
therein,  and  without  ascribing  to  any  member  of  the  department  any  inten- 
tion to  perform  other  than  his  full  duty  thereto.  The  fact  remains,  how- 
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ever,  that  the  morale  and  efficiency  of  this  department  are  not  what  they 
should  be.  There  is  a lack  of  sympathetic  co-operation  and  loyalty  that  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  obtaining  of  best  results.  This  situation  has  been 
of  serious  concern  to  me,  and  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  improve  the  depart- 
ment in  these  particulars  during  the  coming  year. 

In  the  schedule  of  city  property  recently  issued  was  listed  the  police 
automobile,  but  instead  of  characterizing  this  as  an  asset,  anyone  having 
occasion  to  look  into  the  year’s  bills  for  maintenance  of  this  machine  would 
undoubtedly  consider  it  a liability.  Certainly  it  involves  at  the  present 
time  an  expense  all  out  of  proportion  to  its  usefulness,  and  some  other  pro- 
vision must  be  made  during  the  coming  year  on  the  ground  of  both  economy 
and  efficiency. 

Plans  for  an  adequate  police  station  have  already  been  submitted  to 
you.  The  need  for  such  quarters  is  apparent.  The  city  now  owns  a desirable 
site  on  Union  street  and  we  should  give  early  consideration  to  just  how  we 
can  best  finance  this  essential  part  of  our  municipal  equipment. 

A needed  addition  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Police  Department  and  conse- 
quently to  the  protection  it  affords  our  people  is  a modern  signal  system, 
which  will  not  only  enable  headquarters  to  keep  in  touch  with  officers  on  their 
various  beats  during  the  night  hours  but  will  insure  a check  upon  and  record 
of  their  movements,  which  is  required  in  every  community  which  is  adequate- 
ly policed.  Installation  of  such  a system  during  the  current  year,  however, 
seems  hardly  possible  in  view  of  the  bewildering  demand  for  more  funds 
from  all  quarters. 

Fire  Department 

We  have  been  remarkably  free  from  any  very  destructive  fires  during 
the  year  just  ended.  The  loss  was  unusually  small  though  grave  possibilities 
were  in  evidence  on  several  occasions.  That  serious  developments  did  not 
follow  can  be  ascribed  to  prompt  and  efficient  action  by  the  department. 

I am  keenly  in  sympathy  with  the  recommendations  of  our  Fire  Engi- 
neers, believe  thoroughly  in  further  motorization  of  the  department,  and  a 
more  restricted  but.  more  highly  intensive  fire  fighting  force,  but  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  we  are  confronted  with  an  increase  of  nearly  $3000  more 
for  manning  the  department  in  order  to  permit  of  one  day  off  in  five  for  the 
permanent  men,  and  it  hardly  seems  possible  to  provide  for  a still  larger  in- 
crease just  now. 

We  cannot,  however,  dismiss  lightly  the  suggestion  that  the  city  pur- 
chase a motor-driven  triple  combination,  consisting  of  a pump,  hose  and 
chemical  truck.  While  it  may  seem  to  many  of  our  citizens  an  expensive 
piece  of  apparatus  (costing  according  to  the  Engineers’  estimate  $8500)  and 
only  useful  in  a seemingly  remote  contingency,  yet  the  emergency  may  arise 
this  very  night  that  would  demonstrate  the  value  of  this  auxiliary  many 
times  more  than  its  cost, — indeed,  it  may  be  that  with  this  pumping  engine  to 
rely  upon,  we  can  afford  to  proceed  more  gradually  with  the  changes  that  are 
recommended  in  the  size  of  ‘our  water  mains  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  to 
insure  to  the  residents  thereof  the  protection  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and 
to  which  reference  will  be  made  later  on  in  this  address. 


Charity  Department 

The  Charity  Department  has  passed  through  what  was  undoubtedly 
the  most  trying  year  in  its  history,  for  the  demands  made  upon  it  have  been 
numerous  and  urgent,  the  industrial  situation,  particularly  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  compelling  many  families,  who  had  hitherto  been  able  to  main- 
tain themselves,  to  ask  for  aid. 

It  is  extremely  fortunate  that  in  such  a year  the  work  of  the  Associated 
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Charities  was  begun,  supplementing  the  efforts  of  the  Charity  Department 
in  an  intelligent  and  sympathetic  manner. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  those  conversant  with  the  situation  that  more  real 
need  has  been  met  and  that  imposition,  which  so  often  confronts  a charitably 
disposed  community,  has  been  less  successful. 

The  Charity  Department  and  the  Associated  Charities  have  worked  in 
harmony  with  the  other  charitable  organizations  of  the  city,  preventing 
much  former  duplication  of  effort  and  aid,  and  insuring  helpful  Assistance  to 
self-respecting  families  who  have  never  required  support  hitherto  and  had 
been  overlooked  because  of  their  reluctance  to  make  their  legimate  wants 
known,  and  also  because  of  no  centralized  bureau  of  investigation  equipped 
with  the  data  and  means  to  discover  such  conditions. 

While  it  was  the  most  expensive  year  in  the  history  of  the  Department, 
the  character  of  the  work  performed  combined  with  the  improved  industrial 
conditions,  give  basis  for  a hope  that  1916  will  prove  less  burdensome. 

We  are  confronted,  however,  with  crowded  conditions  at  the  City  Home 
that  appear  to  require  an  early  addition  thereto,  conforming  to  suggestions 
from  the  State  Board  of  Charity.  Plans  and  specifications  of  this  addition 
have  already  been  drawn,  estimates  obtained,  and  all  will  be  submitted  for 
your  consideration  very  shortly. 


School  Department 

Growth  in  the  School  Department  measures  to  a very  large  degree  the 
growth  of  a community,  and  Attleboro  certainly  has  reason  to  consider  its 
increase  in  school  population  little  short  of  remarkable. 

It  is  shown  nowhere  more  strikingly  than  in  the  high  school,  the  interest 
in  which  has  undoubtedly  been  stimulated  by  the  new  building  and  the  addi- 
tion of  equipment  and  practical  courses  of  instruction.  An  enrollment  of 
256  in  1909  increased  to  305  in  March,  1914,  when  the  new  high  school  opened, 
and  according  to  latest  figures  is  410, — in  other  words,  an  increase  in  the  past 
two  years  of  more  than  twice  that  of  the  preceding  five  years.  While  to 
prophesy  in  these  times  is  rash,  I venture  to  state  that  by  the  fall  of  1918  an 
addition  to  the  new  high  school  will  have  to  be  under  way,  so  that  we  should 
have  this  in  mind  in  arranging  our  financial  obligations  in  the  years  just 
ahead.  It  is  creditable  to  parents  and  pupils  alike  that  this  modern  educa- 
tional plant  has  so  strongly  appealed  to  them,  and  it  represents  a tremendous 
influence  in  the  life  and  growth  of  the  city. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  current  needs  of  this  department  merely  to  take 
care  of  the  normal  increase  in  the  school  population,  mean  a considerable 
addition  to  our  annual  budget. 


Health  Department 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  noticeably  more  extended  and 
thorough  during  the  past  year,  but  your  attention  is  called  at  this  time  to 
two  particular  features  thereof  as  especially  worthy  of  commendation  and 
encouragement.  I refer  to  the  tuberculosis  clinic,  in  the  conduct  of  which 
the  health  officer  was  assisted  both  by  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  and  the 
Attleborough  Hospital,  and  the  satisfactory  beginning  made  in  expert  ex- 
amination and  test  of  our  milk  supply. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  chemist  of  the  health  department  should  be 
read  by  every  consumer,  and  the  facts  indicated  thereby  should  cause  milk 
consumers  to  encourage  dealers  in  clean  milk  by  patronizing  such — decreasing 
business  will  soon  discourage  those  who  do  not  or  will  not  try  to  conform  to 
the  standard — indeed,  several  have  already  gone  out  of  business. 
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Recreation 

Those  of  you  who  have  observed  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  Capron  Park 
during  the  past  year  will  be  in  hearty  accord  with  my  opinion  that  no  money 
which  the  city  expends  returns  better  dividends  than  the  appropriation  for 
this  particular  purpose,  and  that  the  tax  payers  will  not  begrudge  a small 
but  needful  addition  to  the  amount  raised  from  general  taxation  for  this 
purpose. 

We  are  required  by  the  terms  of  this  gift  to  appropriate  at  least  $2000 
per  annum  in  addition  to  the  income  from  the  Capron  Fund,  which  can  be 
relied  on  to  provide  about  $1500  annually.  A total  of  $4000  could  be  used 
judiciously  and  effectively  in  caring  for  Capron  Park,  indeed,  such  an  amount 
is  well  nigh  imperative  if  its  appearance  and  advantages  are  to  be  maintained. 

The  introduction  of  supervised  play-grounds  has  more  than  justified 
itself,  and  this  innovation  drew  heavily  on  the  regular  Capron  Park  appro- 
priation, which  was  not  increased  over  former  years  to  meet  this  particular 
feature.  The  temporary  arrangements  on  the  East  side  worked  out  very 
satisfactorily,  but  we  should  consider  not  only  the  question  of  a permanent 
location  in  that  section  of  the  city,  but  also  a small  annual  appropriation 
therefor  as  this  work  was  carried  on  during  the  past  year  entirely  by  private 
subscription,  a continuance  of  which  cannot  be  assured. 

I am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
that  we  make  a tardy  though  very  slight  recognition  of  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Finberg  and  expend  $100  on  the  playground  bearing  his  name  at  the 
junction  of  Park  and  Bishop  Streets. 

Public  Library 

Our  public  library  is  everywhere  recognized  as  unusual  in  its  equipment 
and  in  the  character  of  its  work,  and  for  its  development  we  are  indebted  to 
a very  marked  degree  to  the  efficient  and  capable  services  of  Miss  Eugenia 
M.  Henry,  whose  attainments  attracted  attention  elsewhere  and  have  drawn 
her  into  a larger  field. 

While  mindful  of  her  contribution  to  the  library’s  growth  and  usefulness 
and  deeply  regretting  her  departure,  yet  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to  secure 
in  her  place,  one  of  Attleboro’s  own  daughters,  who  has  had  special  training 
for  this  work  and  has  already  demonstrated  her  ability,  seconded  by  a com- 
petent corps  of  assistants,  to  make  the  library  of  increased  value  to  the  com- 
munity. 

The  contemplated  branch  in  South  Attleboro  has  not  as  yet  been  opened, 
but  it  is  recognized  as  a highly  desirable  extension  of  the  library’s  sphere  of 
service,  and  plans  under  consideration  to  this  effect  should  be  consummated 
at  an  early  date. 


PUBLIC  WORKS 

Sewer  Department 

One  of  the  most  aggravating  and  baffling  problems  which  we  have  had 
to  contend  with  during  the  past  year,  has  been  the  straightening  out  of  the 
sewer  assessment  proposition.  What  has  appeared  in  the  press  from  time 
to  time  relative  to  special  legislation  obtained  at  the  State  House,  action  by 
the  Council  in  apportioning  assessments,  and  legal  procedure  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  gives  but  a glimpse  of  the  detail  that  has  been  involved  in  reaching 
a proper  adjustment,  which,  I am  happy  to  say  is  now  well  nigh  concluded. 

This  opportunity  is  welcomed  of  making  public  acknowledgement  of 
my  appreciation  of  the  long,  arduous  hours  of  voluntary  labor  devoted  by 
Miss  Elsie  M.  Dearborn  to  the  task  of  reconciling  both  the  town  and  city 
financial  records  of  the  sewer  assessments. 
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It  is  decidedly  unfortunate  that  there  is  not  some  method  of  requiring 
abuttors  to  connect  with  the  sewer  system  before  it  seems  necessary,  from 
the  standpoint  of  health,  to  make  this  demand.  As  it  operates  at  present, 
although  in  every  cdse  where  streets  have  been  repaired  the  abuttors  were 
first  notified  of  this  intent  and  requested  to  connect  with  the  sewer,  yet 
several  have  held  off,  resulting  in  more  expense  to  the  city  and  more  expense 
to  the  individual — for  the  latter  eventually  has  to  bear  the  expense  of  putting 
the  highway  into  condition  and  maintaining  it  for  six  months. 

Water  Department 

Attention  to  the  size  of  water  mains  in  certain  sections  of  this  city  is 
essential,  else  we  are  likely  to  have  a repetition  of  the  experience  at  the  Holden 
Street  fire  of  last  year,  and  the  Mulberry  Street  fire  of  two  years  ago,  with 
possibilities  of  more  disastrous  results. 

Our  supply  of  water,  and  the  pressure  is  ample,  but  in  certain  sections 
of  the  city  the  volume  of  water  delivered  at  the  hydrant  is  inadequate,  owing 
to  the  size  of  the  supply. 

Our  street  pipe  plans,  showing  the  size  of  the  pipe  should  be  verified,  as 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that  those  now  on  file  in  the  department  are  not 
always  to  be  relied  upon.  For  instance,  as  a result  of  the  investigation  of 
the  Holden  Street  fire  above  mentioned  it  was  found  that  a 6 inch  main  is 
laid  in  front  of  the  Sheffield  residence  on  North  Main  Street,  whereas,  the 
street  plan  indicates  a 10  inch  pipe  at  this  place. 

A detailed  recommendation  of  the  necessary  changes,  with  the  expense 
involved,  has  been  prepared  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  with 
the  aid  of  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  consideration  at  an  early  date. 

Highways 

There  seems  to  have  been  a widely  prevalent  impression  that  existing 
conditions,  no  matter  of  how  long  standing,  and  for  which  there  is  reason 
for  complaint,,  should  be  adjusted  the  first  year  of  this  administration. 

This  is  particularly  true  of  our  streets.  Each  section,  very  naturally 
perhaps,  expects  that  its  wants  and  needs  shall  have  immediate  attention 
regardless  of  what  the  other  demands  may  be  upon  the  department,  and 
apparently  not  realizing  that  it  is  both  financially  and  physically  impossible 
to  correct  all  the  causes  for  complaint. 

There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  city  officials  to  neglect  or  ig- 
nore any  particular  locality.  In  fact,  I have  had  constant  evidence  all 
through  the  year  of  the  desire  to  make  what  we  have  to  spend  go  just  as  far 
as  it  can  possibly  be  made  to,  for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number, 
giving  ear  always  to  demands  or  complaints  whatever  their  nature  may  be. 

No  money  expended  by  a municipality  is  more  open  to  the  criticism  of 
waste  and  extravagance  than  that  which  is  laid  out  on  its  highways.  The 
results  of  money  used  in  this  department  are  so  open  to  the  inspection  of 
every  citizen  that  very  often  it  happens  that  lack  of  economy  in  other  public 
expenditures,  not  so  apparent  to  the  public  eye,  is  overlooked. 

It  has  been  my  policy  to  keep  very  closely  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
highway  department  during  the  past  year,  and  the  opinion  here  expressed 
that  the  year  closes  with  our  streets  in  reasonably  satisfactory  condition, 
indeed  real  progress  of  more  than  transitory  nature  made  in  the  care  thereof, 
is  buttressed  by  the  unbiased  comments  of  many  who  have  occasion  to  make 
the  most  use  of  our  highways. 

It  does  not  appear  needful  to  go  into  details  at  the  present  time  except 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  main  ways  of  egress  from  the  city  ap- 
pear to  be  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  Park  Street  from  the  San- 
itarium to  Briggs  Corner  and  one  side  of  Notth  Avenue,  and  also  to  remind 
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our  citizens  that  two  fairly  important  problems  of  drainage  have  been  taken 
care  of;  first  in  the  erstwhile  swamp-hole  at  the  junction  of  Park  and  Emory 
Streets,  and  secondly,  Fifth  Street  now  properly  drained  from  the  high  school 
elevation  and  the  descending  streets  in  the  rear. 

To  my  mind  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  work  in  this  depart- 
ment is  the  development  along  practical  lines  of  some  of  our  local  young 
men  who  have  had  technical  training. 

It  is  clear  to  anyone  familiar  with  conditions  on  certain  unaccepted 
streets  or  portions  thereof  that  these  should  receive  attention  from  the  city 
just  as  soon  as  the  abuttors  comply  with  the  equitable  requirements  estab- 
lished by  the  Municipal  Council  during  the  past  year  relative  to  the  prep- 
aration of  such  streets  for  acceptance. 

In  my  opinion  careful  consideration  should  be  given  this  year  to  the 
possibility  of  establishing  a method  of  street  sprinkling  or  dust  laying  assess- 
ment such  as  prevails  in  a number  of  Massachusetts  municipajities.  The 
burden  on  each  abuttor  is  comparatively  small  but  it  is  manifest  to  anyone 
that  a fair  adjustment  of  this  expense  would  assess  it  at  least  in  part  on  those 
directly  benefited  thereby,  and  not  depend  upon  general  taxation  for  this 
particular  service  which  does  not  reach  a very  considerable  number  of  property 
owners. 

Reports  from  18  municipalities  of  this  state  indicate  that  14  levy  such 
a tax,  varying  from  1F£  cents  to  10  cents  per  front  foot,  according  to  size, 
construction  and  location  of  street  and  cost  of  application.  Obviously  it 
will  require  the  exercise  of  very  careful  judgment  in  devising  and  executing 
such  a plan. 

I requested  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  when  submitting  his 
report,  to  outline  as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  estimate  the  ulti- 
mate cost  of,  all  prospective  work  that  has  been  considered  during  the  present 
and  previous  years,  giving  serious  attention  to  the  problem  of  relaying  and 
extending  water  pipes  in  order  to  increase  both  supply  and  fire  protection, 
to  make  some  definite  recommendations  as  to  surface  drainage,  which  is  one 
of  the  large  problems  ahead  of  us,  also  to  include  our  probable  bridge  require- 
ments, which  were  forcibly  brought  to  our  attention  this  year  in  the  condi- 
tions found  at  Deantown  and  Tiffany  streets, — emergencies  requiring  im- 
mediate attention  and  expenditures  not  contemplated  nor  even  thought  of 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  We  have  already  had  specific  data  as  to  the 
cost  of  paving  the  so-called  “loop,”  and  also  the  probable  cost  of  widening 
South  Main,  Mill  and  Union  streets,  which  should  have  attention  before 
any  move  is  made  toward  a permanent  pavement  in  these  localities. 

All  these  figures  are  submitted  at  this  time  as  practically  a survey  of 
what  the  city  must  to  a large  extent  provide  for  in  the  years  immediately 
ahead.  It  is  our  problem  just  now  to  determine  where,  when  and  how  we 
shall  make  a beginning. 

Obviously,  very  much  of  this  work  is  of  such  a permanent  nature  that 
commonly  accepted  standards  of  municipal  financing  would  pass  a consid- 
erable portion  of  the  burden  on  to  posterity,  but  I re-assert  my  belief  ex- 
pressed a year  ago  that  posterity  will  have  pressing  demands  for  all  muni- 
cipal improvements  that  it  can  well  care  for. 

Advocacy  of  a raise  in  the  tax  rate  is  not  a popular  move.  It  would  be 
a great  deal  easier  for  this  administration  to  so  finance  municipal  require- 
ments as  to  make  a favorable  showing  this  year  both  as  to  expenses  and  tax 
rate,  but  I am  inclined  to  commend  to  the  judgment  of  the  Council  and  the 
opinion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who,  at  first  thought,  might  not  favor  such  a 
procedure,  the  wisdom  of  adopting  and  not  merely  talking  about,  a pay-as- 
you-go  policy  in  this  year  1916. 

The  addition  of  90  cents  to  our  tax  rate,  after  caring  for  imperative 
current  requirements  which  are  quite  likely  to  involve  a small  increase  in 
the  rate  this  year  owing  to  the  apparent  improbability  of  a normal  increase 
in  valuation,  would  give  us  on  our  present  valuation  approximately  $20,000 
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to  use  in  municipal  improvements  of  a semi-permanent  or  permanent  nature, 
and  not  increase  our  bonded  indebtedness  nor  interest  charges. 

Financed  on  a serial  bond  or  note  plan  extended  over  ten  years  we  should 
have  spent  at  maturity  of  these  obligations  22%  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
work  involved, — extended  over  twenty  years — 42%.  In  other  words,  if  we 
should  borrow  $20,000  for  ten  years  at  4%,  payable  $2,000  per  annum,  we 
will  have  paid  at  maturity  $20,000  principal  and  $4,400  interest,  a total  of 
$24,400, — if  borrowed  for  twenty  years  at  the  same  rate,  the  total  interest 
charges  would  amount  to  $8,400,  or  a total  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  $28,400  for  improvements  costing  $20,000. 

A continuation  of  the  pay-as-you-go  policy,  always  keeping  in  mind 
that  around  $20  is  about  the  maximum  figure  that  we  ought  to  consider  as 
a tax  rate,  would  materially  reduce  from  year  to  year  our  interest  obligations 
amounting  at  present  to  over  $50,000  per  annum,  or  nearly  ten  cents  of 
every  dollar  *we  spent  last  year. 

Our  present  tax  rate  of  $19.20  per  thousand,  is  less  than  that  of  any 
other  city  in  the  state  anywhere  near  our  size  with  the  exception  of  Beverly, 
and  the  latter’s  low  rate  of  $16.20  is  accounted  for  by  its  unusually  high 
valuation  of  over  $44,000,000,  occasioned  largely  by  the  United  Shoe  Ma- 
chinery Company,  and  the  number  of  wealthy  residents  it  attracts  as  a sum- 
mer place.  The  valuation  rates  of  other  cities  referred  to  are  as  follows: 


Valuation  Rate 

Woburn $12,923,854  $24.50 

Melrose 18,970,000  23.70 

Revere 23,421,350  23.60 

Leominster 13,763,095  22.00 

Gloucester 26,229,746  21 . 60 

Marlboro 11,000,160  21.50 

Newburyport 12,217,950  21.00 

Medford 31,019,150  20.80 

Northampton 18,795,651  20.20 

Beverly 44,700,189  16.20 


It  may  be  well  to  remind  you  that  Attleboro’s  present  valuation  is 
$22,374,610. 

It  is  manifestly  very  easy  to  draw  erroneous  conclusions,  either  favor- 
able or  unfavorable,  as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  comparison  of  valuations 
and  tax  rates,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  treatment  of  Attleboro’s  problem 
of  municipal  expenses  must  be  considered  almost  entirely  from  the  stand- 
point of  Attleboro’s  peculiar  requirements  and  needs,  having  always  before 
us,  however,  the  very  definite  and  fixed  policy  of  scrupulous  care  and  econ- 
omy in  municipal  borrowings.  Our  present  financial  status  in  the  eyes  of 
the  outside  world  is  most  excellent;  otherwise,  we  could  not  have  gone  into 
the  market,  as  we  did  recently,  and  borrow  for  six  months  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  at  a rate  slightly  in  excess  of  2 1-6%  per  annum.  In  considering  the 
work  of  the  various  departments  for  the  present  year,  I conclude  as  I began 
vwith  the  all  important  question  of  finance. 

Thus  is  presented  to  you  in  somewhat  hurried  and  brief  detail  the  con- 
ditions that  appear  to  confront  us  at  the  opening  of  Attleboro’s  second  year 
as  a city.  We  face  this  year  with  more  courage  and  enthusiasm  than  wre  felt 
a year  ago  at  this  time,  for  the  industrial  situation, — which  was  then  a mat- 
ter of  grave  concern,  and  which  has  troubled  us  not  a little  during  the  past 
year,  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most,  depressed  in  the  history  of  this  com- 
munity,— is  undeniably  much  improved.  We  caught  a vision  in  the  closing 
months  of  1915  of  what  we  confidently  hope  is  to  be  the  outcome  of  the  new 
year,  which  opens  with  very  tangible  evidences  of  business  prosperity  in  our 
midst. 
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Our  industrial  development  is  still  constantly  in  mind  even  with  the  ap- 
proach of  more  nearly  normal  times  in  our  principal  product;  numerous 
prospective  new  industries  have  been  thoroughly  investigated  during  the 
past  year  with  the  result  that  but  one  so  far  has  seemed  to  offer  encouraging 
possibilities  and  just  at  present  determined  efforts  are  being  made  to  establish 
this  here  on  a sound  and  substantial  basis.  It  may  be  well  to  reiterate  at 
this  time  some  sentiments  expressed  a year  ago  to  the  effect  that  local  in- 
vestors cannot  be  attracted  by  speculative  manufacturing  enterprises  and 
are  not  philanthropically  disposed  to  assist  outside  propositions  which  have 
not  already  demonstrated  their  worth  in  some  degree  and  whose  sponsors 
are  not  prepared  to  furnish  financial  evidence  of  their  faith  in  the  project. 
There  is  more  than  many  appear  to  think  in  the  suggestion  that  some  of  our 
energy  along  these  lines  should  be  devoted  to  encouraging  and  strengthening 
such  industries  as  we  already  have  in  our  midst. 


I cannot  conclude  my  remarks  this  evening  without  giving  renewed 
expression  of  my  deep  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  spirit  of  harmony  and 
co-operation  that  has  characterized  your  body  during  the  past  year  in  its 
relations  with  the  chief  executive  office  of  the  city.  Rarely  is  it  given  to  an 
individual  to  be  accorded  the  support  with  which  you  have  favored  me  in 
practically  every  suggestion  that  has  been  advanced  during  the  past  year. 
Considered  in  the  light  of  the  conflicts  between  Council  and  Mayor  in  various 
cities  that  are  set  forth  on  numerous  occasions  in  the  public  press,  our  ex- 
perience here  has  been  an  exceptional  one  worthy  of  note,  and  I am  very 
glad  to  make  this  public  acknowledgment  of  my  obligations  to  you. 

The  prospect  of  another  year’s  service  in  company  with  you,  having  in 
view  only  the  best  interests  of  the  city  of  which  we  are  justly  proud,  main- 
taining its  civic  and  industrial  vigor,  scrupulously  careful  of  the  expenditure 
of  its  funds  and  endeavoring  to  place  it  high  on  the  roll  of  Massachusetts 
municipalities,  is  inviting  and  full  of  possibilities  for  effective  accomplish- 
ment. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor , and  the  Municipal  Council : — 


Gentlemen : — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  City  of  Attle- 
boro, for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1915,  together  with  a statement  showing 
the  amount  which  the  city  is  within  the  debt  limit,  a classified  statement  of 
the  debt,  and  the  amount  of  interest  and  debt  to  be  paid  in  1916. 

, ; , 

Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1915: 

Revenue. . $18,l-l-7-rO& 

Non-Revenue 38,921.80 


Revenue  Receipts A/  ' $1  .OSStOBO^OO- 

IS't)  ; -■>  • / l_ — 7y 

• $l7092-,069-.82 

Revenue  Payments $1t0&97195~72 

Non- Revenue  Payments  38t9L6'.24 


$1,078,111.96 

Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1915: 

Revenue $14,852.30 

Non- Revenue 5.56 


$14,857.86 


$1,092,969.82 


Debt  Statement. 


Gross  City  Debt,  Dec.  31, 

1915.  

Tax  Notes  issued  during  the 
year 


Paid  on  above  debt  during 
the  year 

Gross  City  Debt,  Dec.  31, 

1915. 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets: — 

Water  Department 

General  Department 

Sewer  Assessment  Invest- 
ment Fund 


$1,468,300.00 

423,500.00 

$1,891,800.00 

474,300.00 

$1,417,500.00 

$132,112.47 

65,136.70 

108,977.25 


$306,226.42 


Net  City  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1915 


$1,111,273.58 
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The  total  Debt  is  as  follows: — 
Water  Bonds: 


4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1919.  . $20,000.00 

3 V2%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1921..  20,000.00 

3H%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1921..  10,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1922..  25,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1923..  35,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1924..  40,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1926..  25,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1927..  10,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1928..  13,000.00 

3J^%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1929  15,000.00 

33^%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1930  12,000.00 

33^%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1932  30,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1933..  30,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1934..  20,000.00 

334%  Bonds  due  Mar.  1, 1935  100,000.00 

33^%  Bonds  due  Nov.  1, 1935  50,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Apr.  1,  1916- 

1934 38,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916- 

1918  5,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Jan.  1,  1917- 

1919  5,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916— 

1928 28,500.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1929- 

1940  24,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916- 

1930 15,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916- 

1941  29,000.00 


Sewer  Bonds, 


4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916- 

1925 $65,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916— 

1927 60,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1916- 

1938 37,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1925- 

1932 50,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1932- 

1940  50,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  July  1,  1928- 

1942 75,000.00 

4%  Bonds  due  Oct.  1,  1916- 

1941  84,000.00 


4%  Highway  Bonds  due  June 

1,  1916 

33^%  School  House  Bonds 

due  Nov.  1,  1920 

4%  Fire  Engine  Station 
Bonds  due  May  1,  1916— 
1920 


$599,500.00 


$421,000.00 

40.000. 00 

30.000. 00 


19,000.00 
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4%  High  School  Building 
Bonds  due  Aug.  1,  1916- 
1932 

Time  Notes: 

Bliss  School  House,  4%,  due 

May  1,1916-1919 

Tiffany  School  House,  4% 
due  May  20, 1916-1918.  . 


Tax  Notes: 

Notes  dated  Sept.  17,  1915 
and  due  Mar.  17,  1916, 
discounted  at  2 . 59% ...  . 

Notes  dated  Dec.  20,  1915 
and  due  June  20,  1916, 
discounted  at  2 . 27% 

Notes  dated  Dec.  28,  1915 
and  due  June  28,  1916, 
discounted  at  2 . 17% ...  . 


148,000.00 

$20,000.00 

15.000. 00 

$35,000.00 

$50,000.00 

$50,000.00 

25.000. 00 


$125,000.00 

$1,417,500.00 

Less  Sinking  F unds, $306,226 . 42 


$1,111,273.58 


Amount  of  debt  authorized  by  Special  Laws 
and  not  subject  to  the  debt  limitations. 


Water  Bonds $599,500.00 

Sewer  Bonds 421,000.00 

Anticipation  of  tax  notes , 125,000 .00 


$1,145,500.00 

Less  Water  Sinking  Fund  and 
Sewer  Assessment  In- 
vestment Fund $241,089.72 


$904,410.28 


Net  debt,  subject  to  debt 

limitations 

Debt  limit,  (2J^%  of  the 
average  valuation  for 
the  past  three  years) .... 
Borrowing  capacity  Jan.  1, 
1916 


$206,863.30 

$527,079.75 

$320,216.45 


Classified  statement  of  debt  and  amount  to  be  paid  on 
debt  and  interest  during  the  year  1916. 


Water  Bonds 

Sewer  Bonds 

School  House  Bonds 

High  School  Building  Loan. . . 


Amount  Jan.  1,  1916  Principal 


$599,000.00 

421.000. 00 

30,000.00 

148.000. 00 


$11,000.00 

18,000.00 

’9,000.00 


Interest 

$22,615.00 

16,560.00 

1.050.00 

5.920.00 
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Fire  Engine  Station  Bonds.  . . 
Highways  Bonds 

Time  Notes: 

Bliss  School  House 

Tiffany  School  House 

Tax  Notes 


19.000. 00 

40.000. 00 


20,000.00 

15,000.00 

125,000.00 


3,800.00 

40,000.00 


5,000.00 

5,000.00 

125,000.00 


684.00 

800.00 


700.00 

500.00 
Discounted 


$1 ,417,000 . 00  $216,800 . 00  $48,829 . 00 


FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Treasurer. 


To  His  Honor , the  Mayor , and  the  Municipal  Council : — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Deborah  Starkey  Fund: 


Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1915  $985.33 

Received  interest  from  City 

of  Attleboro, 14.67 

Received  interest  from  in- 
vestment in  Attlebor- 
ough Savings  Bank  to 

Oct.  1,  1915 12.50 


Balance  in  Fund,  Jan.  1, 1916, 
on  deposit  in  Attlebor- 
ough Savings  Bank 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 


$1,012.50 

$1,012.50 

Treasurer. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council : — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund  and  General  Loan  Sinking  Fund  of  the  City  of 
Attleboro  for  the  year  1915,  together  with  a table  showing  investments  held 
by  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 


WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 
Cash  Account. 

Receipts. 


Cash  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1915. . . 

Interest  on  investments $5,476.28 

Interest  on  deposits ’ 36.71 

City  of  Attleboro  Water  # 

Bonds  paid  July  1,  1915.  2,000.00 


$924.48 
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3.000. 00 

1.000. 00 
10,000.00 

4,450.00 

25,962.99 

Disbursements $26,887.47 

Disbursements. 


City  Treasurer  of  Attleboro, 
note  dated  Mar.  24,  1915 
and  due  Nov.  24,  1915 

at  4% $3,500.00 

City  Treasurer,  amount  to  be 
applied  to  payment  of 
Attleboro  Water  Bonds 

due  Sept.  1,  1915 12,000.00 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  for  certi- 
ficate of  deposit  for  6 mos. 
at  4% 11,000.00 


First  National  Bank  of  Attle- 
boro, certificate  of  De- 
posit at  4% 

Mortgage  note  dated  Dec.  16 

1914 

Yearly  appropriation  for 

Sinking  Fund 

Transfer  of  investments  to 
General  Loan  Sinking 
Fund 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916.  . . 


$26,500.00 

387.47 


$26,887.47 


Investment  Account. 


Sinking  Fund  Investments, 

Jan.  1,  1915 

Bonds $64,048.75 

Discount  on  bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 

1915  added,  to  adjust 
F und  to  par  value 1 ,201 . 25 


$65,250.00 

Premiums  on  Bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 

1915  deducted,  to  adjust 
F und  to  par  value 87.50 


$65,000.00 


Real  Estate  Mortgages 59,675 . 00 

Certificate  of  Deposit 3,000 . 00 


Investments  made  during  the 
year: 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note . 


$127,675.00 


$3,500.00 
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Certificate  of  Deposit,  At- 
tleboro Trust  Co 11,000.00 


$14,500.00 


Notes  etc.,  held  by  Sinking 
Fund  as  Investments, 
paid  during  the  year: 

Certificate  of  Deposit 

Notes 

City  of  Attleboro  Water 
Bonds  due  July  1, 1915.  . 
City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note, 
(transferred  from  Gen- 
eral Loan  Sinking  F und) . 


Jan.  1,  1916,  Total  of  Invest- 
ments in  Fund 

Jan.  1, 1916,  Cash  on  hand.  . . 

Jan.  1,  1916,  Value  of  Sinking 
Fund 


$142,175.00 

$3,000.00 

1.950.00 

2,000.00 

3.500.00 

$10,450.00 

$131,725.00 

387.47 

$132,112.47 


INVESTMENTS  HELD  BY  THE  WATER  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 
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Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1916 387.47 
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CASH  ACCOUNT. 
GENERAL  LOAN  SINKING  FUND 


Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915 . . . 
Interest  on  Investments 

$523.18 

$2,298.82 

Interest  on  Deposits 14.70 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Attleboro, 
certificate  of  deposit  at 


4% 

4,000.00 

Mortgage  Note  dated  Dec. 16, 
1914 

1,000.00 

Yearly  appropriation  for  Sink- 
ing Fund 

City  Treasurer,  note  dated 
Mar.  24,  1915  and  due 

2,500.00 

Nov.  24,  1915 

3,500.00 

$12,313.52 

$12,836.70 

Disbursements. 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  certifi- 


cate  of  deposit  for  6 mos. 

at  4% 

Loan  on  mortgage  note  dated 

$4,000.00 

Sept.  7, 1915  at  5% 

Transfer  of  investments  from 

575.00 

Water  Loan  Sinking  Fund 

4,450.00 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916 . . . 

$9,025.00 

3,811.70 

$12,836.70 

INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Sinking  Fund  Investments, 


Jan.  1,  1915: 

Bonds 

Discount  on  Bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1915  added,  to  adjust 

$30,423.75 

Fund  to  par  value 

663.75 

Premiums  on  Bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1915  deducted,  to  adjust 

$31,087.50 

Fund  to  par  value 

87.50 

Real  Estate  Mortgages 

Certificate  of  Deposit 

$31,000.00 

25,800.00 

3,000.00 

$59,800.00 
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Investments  made  during  the 
year: 

Certificate  of  Deposit,  At- 
tleboro Trust  Co 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages 
on  Real  Estate  at  5% . . . 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note 
(note  transferred  from 
Water  Loan  Sinking  F uad) 


Notes  etc.,  held  by  Sinking 
Fund  as  Investments, 
paid  during  the  year: 
Certificate  of  Deposit ..... 

Notes 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note, 
(transfer  from  Water 
Loan  Sinking  Fund). . . . 


Total  of  Investments  in  F und 

Jan.  1,  1916 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916. . 
Value  of  Sinking  Fund,  Jan.  1 
1916 


$4,000.00 

1.525.00 

3.500.00 


9,025.00 


$68,825.00 


$3,000.00 

1,000.00 


3,500.00 


$7,500.00 


$61,325.00 

3,811.70 


$65,136.70 


i 


INVESTMENTS  HELD  BY  THE  GENERAL  LOAN  SINKING  FUND. 
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To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council : — 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Sewer  Assessment  Investment  Fund  of  the  City  of  Attleboro  for  the  year 
1915,  together  with  a table  showing  the  investments  held  by  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

Treasurer. 


SEWER  ASSESSMENT  INVESTMENT  FUND. 
CASH  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915.  . . 

Interest  on  Investments 

Interest  on  deposits 

Sewer  Assessments 

Attleboro  Trust  Co.,  certifi- 
cate of  deposit  at  4%. . . . 

Discount  on  securities  pur- 
chased   

Notes  of  City  of  Attleboro  at 

4%,  dated  Dec.  31,  1914.  $50,000.00 

Dated  Mar.  29,  1915 45,000 . 00 


City  of  Attleboro  Sewer 
Bonds  cancelled 


$16,064.07 


$2,639.09 

182.24 

30,587.34 

35.000. 00 
2,734.95 

95.000. 00 

$166,143.60 

9,000.00 

$191,207.67 


Disbursements. 


Bonds  purchased  during  the 

year 

Accrued  interest  on  bonds 
purchased  during  the 

year 

Premiums  on  securities  pur- 
chased during  the  year. . . 
Payment  of  debt  by  cancella- 
tion of  Sewer  Bonds .... 
City  Treasurer,  note  dated 

Mar.  29,  1915 

Administration  expenses,  ne- 
gotiating loans 

General  Revenue  Account, 

City  of  Attleboro 

Amount  applied  to  pay- 
ment of  Sewer  Bonds  due 

in  1915 

Amount  applied  to  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  Sewer 
Bonds  for  the  year 


$92,000.00 

949.11 

527.90 

9,000.00 

45,000.00 

3.41 


9,000.00 

2,880.00 
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Amount  transferred  as  per 
vote  of  Council,  June  1, 

1915 20,870.00 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916.  . . 


$180,230.42 

10,997.25 

$191,207.67 


INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 


Bonds  and  notes  in  Sewer 
Assessment  Investment 
Fund  Jan.  1,  1915,  as  per 

Town  Report 

Discount  on  Bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1915,  added  to  Fund  to 
adjust  to  par  value 


Premiums  on  Bonds  pur- 
chased prior  to  Jan.  1, 
1915,  deducted  from 
Fund  to  adjust  to  par 
value 


Investments  made  during  the 
Year: 

City  and  Town  Bonds  pur- 
chased   

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  note . 


Bonds  and  Notes  held  by 
Fund  maturing  during 
the  Year: 

City  of  Attleboro,  tax  notes 
City  of  Attleboro  Sewer 
Bonds  paid  by  cancella- 
tion   


Total  of  Investments  Jan.  1, 

1916 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916 . . . 

Value  of  Fund,  Jan.  1,  1916  . . 


$64,585.23 

625.00 

$65,210.23 

210.23 

$65,000.00 

$92,000.00 

45,000.00 

$137,000.00 

$202,000.00 

$95,000.00 

9,000.00 

$104,000.00 

$98,000.00 

10,977.25 


$108,977.25 
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CAPRON  FUND 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council : — - 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  the  Capron  Fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  Capron  Park. 


Amount  in  fund  Jan.  1,  1915.  $34,733.78 

Received  from  E.  S.  Capron, 
on  account  of  sale  of  lots  of 

H.  A.  Capron  Estate 54.87 


$34,788.65 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915.  . . 

Interest  on  investments 

Interest  on  deposits 

Rents 


Income 

$660.30 

$972.64 

8.46 

1,242.00 


$2,223.10 


$2,883.40 


Disbursements 


Care  of  Real  Estate: — 

Connecting  property  with 

sewer $64.00 

Water  Bills 45.54 

Insurance  on  property 32.80 

Sewer  Assessment 53.40 

Repairs,  labor  and  altera- 
tions on  houses 500 . 11 

Administration  expenses. . . 2.30 

Paid  to  City  of  Attleboro  for 

Capron  Park 1,500.00 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916 


$2,198.15 

685.25 


$2,883.40 


Investments 


Deposited  in  Attleborough 

Savings  Bank $9,348.19 

Deposited  in  Bristol  County 

Savings  Bank 640 . 34 

Deposited  in  Fall  River  Sav- 
ings Bank 1,195.04 

Deposited  in  Fall  River  Five 

Cents  Savings  Bank.  . . . 1,195.04 

Deposited  in  New  Bedford 

Institute  for  Savings. . . . 1,195.04 


$13,573.65 
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Notes  secured  by  mortgages 

on  real  estate,  at  5%. . . . $6,500.00 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages 


on  real  estate,  at  6% 

225.00 

Real  Estate 

$6,725.00 

$14,490.00 

$34,788.65 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK. 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  CLERK 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Municipal  Council : — 

I herewith  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  clerk  of  the  City  of  Attleboro 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1915. 


Receipts  from: 

Recording  Mortgages  etc  ....  $72 . 50 

Permits 48.00 

Copies  of  Records 23.74 

Marriage  Licenses 223.00 

Sundry  Licenses 10.75 

Sundries 3.80 

Fees  for  licensing  dogs 140.40 


Paid  to  City  Treasurer 


$522.19 

$522.19 


The  sum  of  $2,052 . 60  received  from  dog  licenses  has  been  paid  to  the 
County  Treasurer. 

The  number  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  recorded  is  as  follows: 


Births 485 

Marriages 258 

Deaths 241 


FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

City  Clerk. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor : — 


Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  Section  17  of  the  Charter,  I submit 
herewith  a record  of  the  attendance  of  members  at  the  meetings  of  the  Coun- 
cil during  the  year  1915. 

Total  number  of  meetings. . . .38 


Names  of  members 

Philip  E.  Brady 

Stephen  H.  Foley 

William  H.  Garner 

Joseph  E.  Gay  nor 

Samuel  M.  Holman. . . . 

Solomon  B.  Jacobs 

Harry  P.  Kent 

William  H.  Saart 

William  A.  Spier 

Charles  O.  Sweet 

Oscar  Wolfenden 


Number  of  Meetings  present. 
34 
34 
32 
34 
32 

34 

35 

35 

36 

36 

37 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 


38 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 
Gentlemen: — 

I herewith  submit  my  report,  as  City  Collector,  for  the  year  1915. 

Statement  of  moneys  collected  and  paid  to  Frank  I.  Babcock,  City  Treas- 
urer, 1915,  divided  as  follows: — 

1914  Water $1,075.95 

1915  Water 51,087.62 

1915  Pipe  q.nd  Labor 2,873.65 

Highway  Department 298.29 

Bank  Interest 149.89 

Robert  Street  Sewer 111.21 

School  Department 1,395.56 

Charity  Department 2,435.15 

Library  Department 131.04 

Telephones 124.38 

Poll  Tax 8,870.00 

Personal  Tax 129,780.95 

Real  Estate 189,551.43 

Concrete  Betterment 58.39 

Curbing  Betterment 290.35 

Apportioned  Sewer 4,788.34 

Committed  Interest  on  Apportioned  Sewer 614.31 

Holman  Drain 207.32 

Resident  and  Non-Resident  Bank  Tax 8,640.00 

Commutation  or  Excise  Tax 1,950.62 

Interest  on  Taxes 187.32 

Apportioned  Sewer,  paid  in  advance 512.20 

Interest  on  Apportioned  Sewer,  paid  in  advance 50.34 

Hydrant  Rental 14,340.00 

Police  Department 6.00 

Fire  Department 56.83 


$419,587.14 

Cash  on  hand $4,513.26 


TAX  ACCOUNT,  1915. 

Committed $459,674.86 

Interest 187.32 


$459,862.18 
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Collected $344,939.03 

Abated  and  Apportioned 3,779.96 

$348,718.99 


Uncollected $111,143.19 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1916 $4,221.64 


POLL  TAX. 

Committed $11,258.00 

Collected $8,870.00 

Abated 234 . 00 

9,104.00 

Uncollected $2,154.00 


PERSONAL  ESTATE  TAX. 


Committed $157,210.84 

Collected $129,780.95 

Abated 1,935.65 

$131,716.60 

Uncollected $25,494.24 


REAL  ESTATE  TAX. 


Committed $265,636.70 

Collected $189,551.43 

Abated 1,321.40 

$190,872.83 


Uncollected $74,763.87 


CONCRETE  BETTERMENT. 


Committed $58.39 

Collected 58.39 


CURBING  BETTERMENT. 


Committed 

Collected $290.35 

Abated 15.00 

Apportioned 29.70 


$364.45 

$335.05 


Uncollected 


$29.40 
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APPORTIONED  SEWER. 

Committed $10,943 .75 

Collected $4,788.34 

Abated 7.68 

Apportioned 24.59 

$4,820.61 


Uncollected $6,123.14 


COMMITTED  INTEREST  ON  APPORTIONED  SEWER. 

Committed $2,089.77 

Collected $614.31 

Abated .67 

$614.98 


Uncollected $1,474.79 


HOLMAN  DRAIN. 

Committed $1,256.29 

Collected $207.32 

Apportioned 211.27 

$418.59 


Uncollected $837.70 


RESIDENT  AND  NON-RESIDENT 
BANK  TAX. 

Committed $8,640.00 

Collected 8,640.00 


COMMUTATION  OR  EXCISE  TAX. 

Committed $2,216.67 

Collected $1,950.62 

$1,950.62 


Uncollected $266.05 


1914  WATER  RATES. 

Committed $1,515.72 

Collected $1,075.95 

Abated 270.42 

$1,346.37 

Uncollected $169.35 
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1915  WATER  RATES. 


Committed $54,384.53 

Collected $51,087.62 

Abated 178.80 

$51,266.42 


Uncollected $3,118.11 


MATERIAL  AND  LABOR,  1915. 
(Water  Department). 


Committed $3,207.75 

Collected $2,873.65 

Abated 3.00 

$2,876.65 


Uncollected $331.10 


Committed 
Collected. . 


HYDRANT  RENTAL. 
(Water  Department.) 


$14,340.00 

14,340.00 


ROBERT  STREET  SEWER  EXTENSION. 

Committed $246.27 

Collected $111.21 

Apportioned 135.06 

$246.27 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 


Committed $1,436.81 

Collected $1,395.56 

$1,395.56 


Uncollected $41.25 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT. 


Committed $4,507.87 

Collected $2,435.15 

Abated 251.40 

$2,686.55 


$1,821.32 

521.39 


Uncollected 

Notice  of  credit  from  Commonwealth 


$1,299.93 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Committed $56.83 

Collected 56.83 


LIBRARY. 

Committed $131.04 

Collected 131.04 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Committed $480.20 

Collected $298.29 

Abated , 12.00 

$310.29 

Uncollected $169.91 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  W.  NERNEY, 

City  Collector. 
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COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 


To  the  Citizens  of  Attleboro: — 

Your  Collector  of  Taxes  has  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  his 
•eighteenth  and  final  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1915: 

TAXES  FOR  1911. 

Dr. 

$14.00 
52 

$14.52 

Cr. 

Collected $4.52 

Abated 10.00 

• $14.52 


Committed 
Interest. . . . 


TAXES  FOR  1912. 

Dr. 

Committed $267 . 60 

Interest .14 

$267.74 

Cr. 

Collected $2.14 

Abated 265.60 

$267.74 

TAXES  COLLECTED  IN  1915. 

Dr. 


1911  Tax $4.52 

1912  Tax 2.14 

Cash  on  hand  at:  last  report 5.39 

— $12.05 

Cr. 

Paid  Treasurer  as  per  vouchers. . . . $12.05 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Examined  and  found  correct. 

Dec.  15,  1915. 

EDGAR  F.  BOSWORTH, 

City  Auditor. 


S.  M.  HOLMAN, 
Collector  of  Taxes. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


43 


ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council,  City  of 
A ttlehoro: — 

We  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Assessors’  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1915. 

ASSESSMENTS  AND  VALUATIONS. 

On  account  of  being  allowed  assistant  assessors  this  year  we  have  been 
able  to  give  our  time  to  the  real  estate  and  have  taken  the  matter  up  more 
in  detail  than  ever  before  and  we  feel  that  the  money  expended  was  to  the 
advantage  of  the  city. 

The  matter  of  assessment  of  taxes  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  is  very 
much  in  the  lime-light  at  the  present  time  and  no  doubt  some  changes  will 
be  made  by  the  incoming  legislature  and  on  those  changes  will  depend  the 
amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  our  office,  but  in  asking  for  our  appropriations 
for  1915  we  have  based  our  estimates  on  the  present  system  and  laws. 
Should  the  state  adopt  the  so-called  three  mill  tax  we  feel  that  the  rate 
in  this  city  would  materially  increase  as  it  would  require  nearly  $16,000,000 
more  personal  property  to  keep  our  rate  where  it  has  been  the  last  two  years 
and  we  doubt  very  much  if  one-half  of  that  amount  would  come  out  even 
on  a 6%  income  tax  on  intangible  property. 

CHARTS  AND  PLATS. 

We  believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  city  should  make  start  in 
surveying  and  furnishing  this  office  with  accurate  plans  so  that  the  centre 
at  least,  may  be  assessed  by  the  foot.  While  it  would  be  quite  a large 
expense  we  feel  that  in  the  long  run  it  would  work  to  the  advantage  of  the 
city  and  we  would  respectfully  ask  that  an  appropriation  be  made  this  year 
for  the  engineer  of  the  Public  Works  Department  so  that  substantial  work 
along  these  lines  may  be  made  during  1916,  the  amount  of  such  an  appro- 
priation we  would  rather  leave  to  that  department  and  your  judgment. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  and  the 
Municipal  Council: — 

We  hereby  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year,  1915. 

TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES,  APRIL  1,  1915. 


Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property 3117 

Individuals 2319 

All  others 798 

Number  of  non-residents  assessed  on  property 888 

Individuals 704 

All  others 184 
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Number  of  persons  assessed 

On  property 

Poll  tax  only 

Number  of  male  polls  assessed 

Tax  on  each  poll 

Number  of  horses  assessed 

Number  of  cows  assessed 

Number  of  other  neat  cattle  assessed 

Number  of  swine  assessed 

Number  of  dwellings  assessed 

Number  of  fowl  assessed 

Value  of  assessed  personal  estate 

Assessed  value  of  resident  bank  stock 

Assessed  value  of  stock  in  trade 

Assessed  value  of  machinery 

Assessed  value  of  live  stock 

Assessed  value  of  all  other  personal 

Total 

Exemptions 

Assessed  number  shares  of  bank  stock 

Resident  shares 

Non-resident  shares 

Assessed  value  of  each  share 

Assessed  value  of  real  estate 

Assessed  value  of  buildings 

Assessed  value  of  land 

Total 

Exemptions 

Total  assessed  value  of  real  estate  and  personal 
including  resident  bank  stock 


7953 

4005. . . 

3948  . . 

5550 

. . . .$2.00. . . 

616 

678 

119 

460 

3194 

8053 

$8,509,550 

$351,300 

2,324,240 

2,525,800 

103,875 

3,205,635 

8,510,850 

1,300 

3000 

2342 

658 

$150 

$13,835,145 

$8,658,415 

5,186,880 

13,845,295 

10,150 


22,344,695 


Taxes  assessed  for  City,  State  and  County  Pur- 
poses  440,118.14 

Taxes  assessed  on  real  estate $265,634.78 

Taxes  assessed  on  personal  estate 163,383.36 

Taxes  assessed  on  polls 11,100.00 

Amounts  provided  for  in  the  1915  assessments $440,118.14 

Budget  approved  Feb.  26,  which  included  the 

grade  crossing  tax $470,502.00 

Later  approvals 2,100.00 

State  Highway  tax 924 . 10 

State  tax 40,755.00 

County  tax 22,126.93 

Bureau  of  Statistics 1,117.17 

Overlays 8 , 1 84 . 94 


Total $545,710.14 


Less  estimated  receipts $105,592.00 

$440,118.14 


Betterment  Taxes,  certified  to  this  office  from  the  various  Departments, 
have  been  assessed  as  follows: 


Holman  drain $1,256.29 

Curbing 364.45 

Concrete 58.39 

Sewer  taxes  and  interest 11,260 . 15 
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Other  taxes  have  been  assessed  as  follows: 


Excise  tax $2,216.67 

Non-resident  bank  tax 1,895.04 

Reinstated  polls 42.00 

Total  taxes  assessed  by  this  department,  (excepting  the  added  taxes, 
»ort  of  which  is  appended),  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 

City,  State  and  County $440,118.14 

Betterments 12,939.28 

Other,  Excise,  etc 4,153.71 


Total $457,211.13 

Warrants  for  collection  have  been  issued  during  the  year  to  Lester  W. 
Nerney,  City  Collector,  as  follows: 

Aug.  9 $59.68 

Sept.  28 454,887.06 

Oct.  10 20.40 

Oct.  11 27.32 

Nov.  1 2,216.67 


Total $457,211.13 

*Abatements  during  1915. 

1911  Taxes  abated  in  1915 $10.00 

1912  “ “ “ “ 183.10 

1913  “ “ “ “ 108.65 

1914  “ “ “ “ 494.56 

1915  “ “ “ “ 3,472.44 


Total $4,268.75 


*Abatements  to  Dec.  1,  only. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

HARRY  E.  CARPENTER, 

MALCOLM  CURRIE, 

Assessors  of  Attleboro. 


OMITTED  ASSESSMENTS  AND  ADDED  TAXES. 


Number  of  Residents  assessed  on  Property 

Individuals 7 

All  others 7 

Total 14 

Number  of  Non-Residents  assessed  on  Propertv.  ...  1 

Total 1 

Number  of  Persons  assessed  on  Property 15 
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Value  of  assessed  Personal  Estate $29,815.00 

Value  of  assessed  Real  Estate  (Land) 100.00 

Total $29,915.00 

Tax  on  Personal  Estate $572.44 

Tax  on  Real  Estate 1.92 

Total $574.36 

Number  of  omitted  Polls  assessed 58 

Poll  Taxes $116.00 

Total  Taxes $690.36 


Warrant  issued  to  Lester  W.  Nerney,  Collector,  for  $690.36  Dec.  20,  1915. 


Dec.  20,  1915. 


W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

HARRY  E.  CARPENTER, 

MALCOLM  CURRIE. 

Assessors  of  Attleboro. 


ASSESSORS  DEPARTMENT. 
CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO. 


Appropriated  for  1915. 


Salaries $2,100.00 

Clerical  Asst 1,150.00 

Office  Expenses 700.00 

Auto  Hire 100.00 

Asst.  Assessors 300.00 


$4,350.00 


Expenses  1915  eleven  months 
with  estimates  for  one  month. 


Salaries $2,100.00 

Clerical  Asst 1,104.00 

Office  Expenses 554.21 

Auto  Hire 100.00 

Asst.  Assessors 260.00 


$4,118.21 


To  His  Honor , Harold  E.  Sweet , Mayor  of  City  of  Attleboro: — 

The  above  figures  show  the  appropriations  and  expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment during  the  year  1915. 

The  difference  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Clerical  Assistance $46 . 00 

Assistant  Assessors 40.00 

Office  Expenses 145.79 


Total • $231.79 

These  figures  may  be  changed  somewhat  as  the  figures  for  Dec.  bills  are 
estimates. 

We  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  same  amount  be  appropriated  for 
this  department  for  1916  as  in  1915. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  NEWMAN, 

HARRY  E.  CARPENTER, 

MALCOLM  CURRIE. 


Assessors  of  Attleboro.. 
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ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  1,  1916 

To  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro , 

Gentlemen : 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital  herewith  submits 
its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1915,  covering  the  activi- 
ties of  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  for  the  period  mentioned,  and  the  care  of 
the  property  conveyed  in  trust  to  The  Attleborough  Hospital  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Attleborough. 

The  Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital  has  abundantly  proven  its  usefulness 
in  increased  measure  the  past  year.  35  more  patients  have  been  accommo- 
dated than  in  1914,  and  the  usual  high  character  of  the  work  maintained. 
Frequently  we  hear  this  expression  from  those  who  are  conversant  with  the 
work  of  the  hospital,  or  have  been  patients  therein, — “Do  not  see  how  we 
got  along  in  the  past  without  an  institution  of  this  character.” 

The  new  extension  to  the  Hospital  erected  in  1914  has  been  completely 
equipped  and  paid  for  from  appreciated  contributions,  without  disturbing 
the  “Winsor  Fund”.  This  buijding,  although  adding  materially  to  the  cost 
of  running  the  Hospital  has  been  of  great  convenience;  in  fact,  we  do  not 
see  now  how  we  could  have  dispensed  with  it  during  the  past  year.  It  has 
made  a most  pleasant  home  for  the  Superintendent  and  nurses,  and  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  hospital. 

You  will  note  that  there  has  been  a decided  increase  in  the  number  of 
free  patients  and  this  correspondingly  adds  to  the  expenses.  We  now  have 
two  perpetual  free  beds,  and  we  should  have  at  least  six.  It  costs  $5,000  to 
establish  a perpetual  bed,  and  the  donor  selects  the  name  the  bed  shall  bear. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  had  contributed  five  annual  free  beds  at  an 
expense  to  the  contributors  of  $250  each.  This  number  in  comparison  with 
hospitals  in  other  places  of  corresponding  size  should  be  increased  to  ten  at 
least. 

The  work  of  a modern  Hospital  is  constantly  growing  in  scope  and  volume. 
More  is  expected  of  such  an  institution  now  than  was  thought  of  years  ago, — 
all  of  which  requires  money  in  liberal  quantity.  Unquestionably  in  the 
near  future  we  shall  be  pressed  for  larger  accommodations  and  more  extended 
equipment  if  we  are  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  city  in  this  respect. 

A complete  modern  X Ray  equipment  has  been  donated  to  the  hospital 
this  year,  thus  providing  a much  needed  auxiliary  and  one  which  no  up-to- 
date  hospital  should  be  without. 

The  Hospital  Aid  Association,  a most  efficient  organization  of  philan- 
thropic women  of  our  city,  continues  as  heretofore  a splendid  help  in  our 
work.  It  supports  an  annual  free  bed,  contributes  liberally  in  furnishing 
supplies,  and  in  a multitude  of  ways  is  an  indispensable  aid  to  the  hospital. 

You  will  find  annexed  hereto  complete  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Superintendent  for  the  year  1915. 

JOSEPH  L.  SWEET,  President 
EDWARD  L.  GOWEN,  Treasurer 
PHILIP  E.  BRADY, 

ERNEST  D.  GILMORE,  FRANK  I.  BABCOCK, 

WILLIAM  J.  LUTHER,  CHARLES  O.  SWEET 

EDWARD  A.  SWEENEY,  HAROLD  E.  SWEET. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  ATTLEBOROUGH 
HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1915. 

Dr.  Building  Account.  Cr. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1915 $195.02  For  completing  new  building  $3,701 .71 

Contribution  to  Building 


Fund 3,534.78 


‘Ambulance  Entrance” 
Sign. . 

Balance. 


21.29 

6.80 


$3,729.80 

Membership  Account. 


$3,729.80 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1915 

$582.55 

Secretary’s  Expense 

$10.00 

Receipts 

480.00 

Postage 

2.00 

Balance 

. 1,050.55 

$1,062.55 

$1,062.55 

Trust 

Account. 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1915 

$434.69 

Repairs  on  cottage 

. $310.78 

Rents 

400.50 

Safety  Deposit  Box 

5.00 

Dividends  from  Securities 

4,828.50 

Treasurer’s  Bond 

50.00 

Grass  Sold 

4.00 

Investments-N.  E.  L.  . . . 

558.72 

Brookline,  Mass.  Taxes.  . 
Appropriated  to  Hospital 

121.26 

Account 

. 1,000.00 

Balance 

. 3,621.93 

$5,667.69 


$5,667.69 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1915 $947.90 

Hospital  Receipts 8,679.11 

Donations 15.00 

Hospital  Aid 
Ass’n. 

E.  D.  Gilmore 
& Co. 

W.  E.  Hayward 
Co.  1,250.00 

R.  F.  Simmons  Co. 

J.  L.  Sweet. 

Interest  on  Bank  Acct. ..  . 70.46 

Appropriated  from  Trust 

Account 1,000.00 


Five 

Annual  Beds 
Contributed 
for  1915 


Hospital  Account. 

Salaries $4,841.07 

Hospital  Supplies  and 

Equipments 1 ,521 . 26 

Housekeeping  Supplies.  . . . 2,822.54 
Miscellaneous  Expenses.  . . 1,255.18 

Heat  & Light 1,327.30 

Balance 195.12 


$11,962.47 


$11,962.47 


Balance  from  Membership 

Account $1,050.55 

Balance  from  Trust  Acct..  3,621 .93 
Balance  from  Hospital  Acct.  195 . 12 
Balance  from  Bldg.  Acct. . 6.80 


Summary. 

Bank  Balance $1,850.21. 

Certificate  of  Deposit 3,000 .00 

Cash  on  Hand 24.19 


$4,874.40  $4,874.40 

EDWARD  L.  GOWEN,  Treasurer. 

Audited  Jan.  8,  1916,  and  found  correct:  GEORGE  B.  CLEMENTS 
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January  1st,  1916. 

THE  ATTLEBOROUGH  HOSPITAL 

LIST  OF  SECURITIES. 

201  Shares  Royal  Weaving  Co. 

215  Shares  Pawtucket  Hair  Cloth  Co. 

139  Shares  Narragansett  Electric  Lighting  Co. 

7 Shares  Attleborough  Savings  & Loan  Association. 

1,300  Shares  Mercantile  Land  Co.,  Boston — no  value.  ] Received  from 

J-  Executors  of 

2,700  Shares  Cumington  Land  Trust — no  value  J Winsor  Estate. 

3 Bonds  Oklahoma  Gas  & Electric  Co.,  (Par  value  $1,000  each) 

3 Bonds  Michigan  State  Telephone  Co.,  (Par  value  $1,000  each) 

2 Bonds  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & Pacific  Railway  Co.  (par  value  $1,000) 

3 Bonds  Consumers  Power  Co.  (Par  value  $1,000  each) 

2 Bonds  Seattle  Electric  Co.  (Par  value  $1,000  each) 

22  Debentures  Narragansett  Electric  Lighting  Co. 

First  Mortgage  $1,500.00  Joseph  P.  Farley. 

First  Mortgage  $3,500.00  Charles  Anholt. 

Two  perpetual  free  beds  have  already  been  established  named  as  follows: 
M.  J.  and  A.  K.  Hunton  Bed,  Dorothy  Sweet  Bed. 

EDWARD  L.  GOWEN,  Treasurer, 

Audited  Jan.  10,  1916,  and  found  correct: 

GEORGE  B.  CLEMENTS. 


January  1,  1916. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Attleborough  Hospital: — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sturdy  Memorial 
Hospital  for  the  year  1915: 


Patients  admitted 295 

Medical 79 

Surgical 182 

Obstetrical 34 

Discharged  during  year 274 

Male 106 

Female 168 

Well 215 

Relieved 53 

Unrelieved 3 

Not  treated 3 

Major  Operations 107 

Minor  Operations 68 

Free  patients 38 

Patients  paid  for  by  city 6 

Deaths 16 

Accidents 2 

Medical 11 

Surgical 3 

Out  patients  for  X-Ray  work — December  1915 8 
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The  present  staff  of  the  hospital  consists  of  superintendent,  assistant 
superintendent,  and  ten  training  school  pupil  nurses. 

Following  are  donations  received  during  1915,  exclusive  of  cash  con- 
tributions for  free  beds  made  to  the  Treasurer,  or  contributions  made  by 
the  Hospital  Aid  Association: 


Mrs.  Milford  Bliss,  $10.00. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Tappan,  Potatoes,  Grape  Juice  and  Squash. 
Friend,  12  bushels  potatoes. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Sweet,  Tea  and  Coffee. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Einstein,  Tea  and  Coffee. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Gowen,  Office  Furniture. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Sweet,  Flour. 

Unity  Class  Muray  Church,  Sugar. 

Mrs.  James  McNernev,  Jelly. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Claflin,  Jelly. 

Collected  by  Rev.  R.  J.  Mooney,  several  jars  of  Jelly. 


Donation  Day. 


From  several  unknown  persons,  Jelly  and  Groceries. 
March — Amos  Peck,  Bushel  of  Potatoes. 

June — Sanford  School,  Doll’s  House. 


MISS  G.  G.  RICE, 


Superintendent. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 


December  16,  1915. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: — 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Buildings,  from  January 
1,  1915,  to  December  15,  1915. 

The  following  permits  have  been  granted: 


3 Family  houses 

2 Family  houses 

1 Family  houses 

Additions 

Store  houses 

Stores 

Shed  and  other  small  buildings 

Garages 

Barns 

Ice  houses 

Milk  house 

Coal  pocket 


Estimated  cost 
3 $13,100.00 

5 12,850.00 

42  108,405.00 

78  23,053.00 

5 30,150.00 

2 2,725.00 

22  2,175.00 

15  7,750.00 

6 1,750.00 

3 850.00 

1 675.00 

1 3,000.00 


183  $206,483.00 


This  year  I have  inspected  all  Hotels,  Boarding  Houses,  and  Lodging 
Houses  in  regard  to  fire  escapes  that  come  under  the  State  Law,  and  found 
them  provided  with  the  necessary  fire  escapes,  and  have  so  reported  to  the 
State  Police.  I have  made  during  the  year  from  one  to  four  inspections 
on  all  buildings  that  required  inspecting.  The  buildings  that  have  been 
built  in  the  South  part  of  the  City  by  Pawtucket  contractors  have  required 
more  of  my  attention  than  houses  built  by  local  contractors. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


M.  G.  ASHLEY, 


Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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CHARITY  REPORT 


December  16,  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  Harold  E.  Sweet , Mayor  City  of  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: — 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  herewith  present  their  first  annual  report 
under  the  new  City  Charter,  to  December  1,  1915. 

The  Board  was  organized  as  soon  after  appointments  were  made  as  pos- 
sible, which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Joseph  V.  Curran,  Chairman;  Ben- 
jamin P.  King,  Clerk  and  Frank  M.  Payson,  Visitor. 

The  new  City  came  into  being  at  a time  when  the  Charity  Department 
was  in  its  most  severe  trials.  The  continued  depression  in  business  had  left 
many  stranded,  who  were  obliged  to  apply  for  aid  from  this  office.  The 
increase  in  the  month  of  January  was  very  marked;  65  new  names  were 
added  to  the  list  during  the  month.  As  the  spring  months  opened  up 
prospects  seemed  to  become  brighter  until  through  the  summer  on  until 
this  date  things  have  changed  for  the  better.  One  by  one  the  names  have 
been  dropped  from  our  list,  several  going  to  work  and  caring  for  themselves 
again.  During  the  year  just  closing  we  have  aided  160  families,  represen- 
ting 416  different  persons  in  families  ranging  from  one  to  ten  children. 
December  1st  we  opened  a new  book  and  transferred  the  names,  and  we 
found  the  present  number  of  families  being  aided  had  gradually  been  re- 
duced to  32,  a great  change  from  January. 

The  office  has  been  open  every  day  from  9 A.  M.  to  12  M.,  and  every 
Friday  P.  M.,  when  the  orders  for  relief  have  been  given  out. 

We  have  had  31  different  people  at  the  City  Home  during  the  year  up 
to  December  1st;  several  have  been  there  the  whole  year,  others  a shorter 
time,  making  an  average  number  for  the  year  19 the  largest  average  we 
have  ever  had  there.  The  Home  is  now  full  and  to  care  for  any  more  people 
means  too  much  crowding.  The  situation  has  been  observed  by  Mr.  Bard- 
well,  the  State  Officer,  who  has  the  Almshouses  under  his  care,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Board  has  been  called  to  the  fact,  with  the  information  that 
something  must  be  done  to  relieve  the  situation.  The  matter  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  proper  authorities  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Bard- 
well  a plan  has  been  laid  out  and  put  into  shape  by  Mr.  Higgins,  the  archi- 
tect, so  that  the  matter  can  be  properly  looked  into. 

Estimates  of  the  cost  have  been  figured  out  and  to  properly  carry  out 
the  plan  suggested  it  will  cost  about  $8,500.  This  outlay  seems  large,  but 
it  appears  best  to  put  the  house  in  proper  shape  to  meet  the  growing  de- 
mands for  sometime  to  come. 

Nothing  of  great  note  has  occurred  at  the  Farm  during  the  year.  For 
a long  time  the  need  of  having  an  Ice  House  on  the  place  has  been  apparent. 
We  have  a pond  of  good  size  formed  by  the  overflow  from  the  spring  on  the 
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hill  back  of  the  barn,  large  enough  to  cut  an  ample  supply  of  ice.  The  Board 
finally  decided  to  build  such  a house,  with  a refrigerator  inside  of  said  house 
to  store  perishable  supplies,  whereby  we  hope  to  be  able  to  reduce  our  ex- 
penses on  food  stuffs  by  buying  at  wholesale  many,  things  that  we  have  now 
to  buy  in  high  market  and  in  small  quantities,  for  the  reason  that  we  have 
had  no  proper  place  to  keep  them,  and  if  all  signs  do  not  fail,  because  of  this 
investment  we  feel  confident  that  by  this  saving  we  will  show  a quick  pay- 
ment of  the  Ice  House  and  have  the  same  for  use  many  years  to  come. 

A survey  of  the  City  Farm  is  about  complete  and  we  have  found  that 
a mistaken  idea  of  the  boundaries  of  said  Farm  has  existed  for  a long  time. 
The  survey  has  brought  within  our  lines  several  acres  of  wood  land,  having 
about  100  cords  of  standing  wood,  and  if  no  other  beneficial  results  appear, 
this  finding  will  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  making  said  survey. 

A power  saw  has  been  procured  and  installed  which  we  have  belted  to 
the  pumping  engine,  whereby  we  can  saw  our  wood  and  have  a wood  yard 
of  our  own  and  from  there  distribute  wood  to  our  dependent  families  instead 
of  buying  at  the  various  yards  at  prices  that  cost  much  more.  Early  in  the 
year  we  advertised  for  bids  for  the  yearly  supply  of  coal  for  this  Depart- 
ment and  we  were  able  to  get  prices  that  have  been  of  advantage  which 
reduces  that  expense. 

With  the  increase  of  applicants  for  aid,  comes  a much  larger  amount 
of  work  the  Visitor  has  to  do.  He  has  been  very  busy  in  his  investigations 
making  about  thirty  visits  each  month  on  the  average.  The  Board  has 
to  make  quarterly  visits  to  our  Mothers  Aid  people,  take  note  of  any  changes 
and  make  report  of  our  findings  to  the  State  Board  of  Charity.  This  makes 
quite  a trip,  for  our  cases  are  scattered  all  about  the  City  and  much  detail 
is  called  for  in  making  the  reports  to  the  State. 

The  work  in  the  office  has  also  increased  in  caring  for  the  detail  neces- 
sary to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  being  done.  We  have  several  cases  loca- 
ted in  various  towns  and  cities,  also  two  or  three  cases  in  the  State  Hospi- 
tal at  Tewksbury,  one  case  at  the  Hospital  School  for  Children  and  three 
or  four  children  in  the  care  of  the  State  Minor  Wards,  all  of  which  cost  us 
considerable  money. 

This  year  to  December  1st  amounts  to  $1,779.08,  which  together  with 
our  Mothers  Aid  to  December  1st,  amounts  to  $7,235.08.  As  the  situa- 
tion now  appears  it  would  seem  that  if  the  present  evidences  of  prosperity 
continues,  the  demand  for  the  coming  year  would  be  less  than  during  the 
past  year.  There  is,  however,  a great  uncertainty  as  to  what  will  happen, 
and  in  asking  for  an  appropriation  is  largely  a matter  of  guess.  The  nat- 
ural increase  in  this  Department  is  more  and  more  in  normal  business  times, 
but  not  to  the  extent  of  1915,  the  most  expensive  year  in  this  Department’s 
history. 

We  have  at  present,  subject  to  increase,  eleven  Mothers  Aid  cases, 
aggregating  about  $83.00  per  week  or  about  $4,316.00  for  the  year  and  three 
outside  cases  costing  about  $20.00  per  week  or  about  $1,040.00  per  year, 
making  a total  of  $5,356.00  beside  our  Temporary  Aid  list.  From  this  point 
of  view  it  would  appear  best  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  for  the 
year  1916.  This  amount  would  not  include  the  cost  of  the  addition  to  the 
Almshouse;  that  expense  should  be  met  by  a special  appropriation,  the  exact 
bids  fixing  the  actual  amount. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  V.  CURRAN, 

BENJAMIN  P.  KING, 

FRANK  M.  PAYSON. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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CITY  PHYSICIAN 


Dec.  18,  1915. 


Following  is  the  report  of  the  City  Physician  for  term  of  services  from 
January  15,  1915,  to  December  15,  1915.  As  I have  no  report  of  the  work 
done  while  I was  ill,  this  report  covers  a period  of  nine  and  a half  months. 
One  hundred  and  sixty  patients  have  been  treated  at  the  office  and  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  house  calls  have  been  made  for  various  forms  of 
disease.  To  divide  the  cases,  there  have  been  fifteen  surgical  patients, 
forty-five  medical  patients  and  thirteen  confinements.  I have  also  answered 
nine  calls  from  the  police  department,  at  the  lock-up  or  for  automobile  acci- 
dents. I commend  to  you  the  work  done  by  the  district  nurses  and  the 
Associated  Charities,  who  have  greatly  helped  to  relieve  the  suffering  by 
disease.  Among  the  poor  people  of  the  city,  they  have  been  of  great  ser- 
vice to  me  as  city  physician. 

I would  recommend  to  you  for  consideration  the  establishment  of  a ward 
or  infirmary  in  the  new  part  of  the  City  Home  that  is  under  consideration. 
We  have  cases  continually  which  need  special  care,  but  are  not  Hospital 
cases.  Such  an  ’infirmary  would  be  of  great  service  for  such  work. 

Yours  very  truly, 


WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE  OF  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

December  1,  1915. 


To  His  Honor,  the  Mayor: — 

Dear  Sir: — 

We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  December  1,  1915,  together  with  such  recommen- 
dations as  we  think  necessary  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  Department. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  Department  consists  of 

Three  Fire  Engineers. 

16  Permanent  Men. 

80  Call  Men. 

8 Hose  Companies. 

3 Ladder  Companies. 

FIRE  STATIONS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Central  Fire  Station,  South  Main  Street  Station  No.  1. 

Hose  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 

Ladder  No.  3 with  Knox  Martin  Motor  Tractor  and  two-25  gallon  Chemi- 
cal Tanks. 

Combination  A,  Knox  Motor  with  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose. 


Union  Street  Station,  Union  Street,  Station  No.  2. 

Hose  No.  2,  horse  drawn,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical  wagon. 
Ladder  No.  1,  horse  drawn. 


Hose  No.  3,  Station  Located  at  Farmers,  West  Street. 

Apparatus  consists  of  a hired  automobile  to  carry  hose  and  necessary 

small  tools. 


South  Attleboro  Station,  Ladder  No.  2 and  Hose  4. 

Ladder  No.  2,  horse  drawn,  (horse  hired  by  the  alarm). 

Hose  No.  4,  Knox  motor  truck,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 
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Hebronville  Station,  South  Main  Street,  Hose  No.  5. 

Federal  Motor  Truck,  Combination  Hose  and  Chemical. 


Hose  No.  6,  Located  at  Sybleville. 

1 Two-wheel  hand  reel  and  800  ft.  of  hose. 


Hose  No.  7,  Located  at  Briggs  Corner. 

1 Two-wheel  hand  reel  and  800  ft.  of  hose. 


APPARATUS. 

1 Horse  drawn  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose  Wagon. 

1 Horse  drawn  straight  Hose  Wagon. 

3 Motor  (gasoline)  Combination  Chemical  and  Hose  Wagons. 

1 Motor  Car  which  is  hired  as  a Hose  Wagon. 

2 Hose  Reels. 

2 Horse  drawn  Ladder  Trucks. 

1 Motor  (Tractor)  Ladder  Truck. 

2 Supply  wagons. 

1 Chief’s  Car  which  is  hired  from  garage. 

1 Express  wagon  for  Fire  Alarm  System. 


In  Reserve. 

1 Exercise  wagon,  1 two-horse  Pung. 
1 Chief’s  Buggy. 


Horses. 

There  are  seven  horses  in  the  Department  in  fair  condition: 
2 At  So.  Main  St.  Station. 

5 At  Union  St.  Station. 


Harnesses. 

There  are  5 sets  of  double  and  3 single  harnesses. 


Hose. 


So.  Main  St.  Station 5,000 

Union  St.  “ 2,000 

So.  Attleboro  “ 1,350 

Hebronville  “ 800 
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Farmers  Station 600 

Sybleville  “ 800 

Briggs  Corner  800 


11,350  ft. 


HYDRANTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  479  hydrants  in  service.  Ten 
hydrants  have  been  added  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  489. 


FIRE  ALARM  SERVICE. 

The  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  System  is  in  use  and  in  good  condition.  It 
consists  of  the  following  apparatus: — Two  steam  whistles,  one  at  the  Pump- 
ing Station  at  South  Attleboro  and  one  at  the  Electric  Light  Station,  loca- 
ted at  the  Farmers;  three  bells,  one  on  Union  Street,  one  on  Peck  Street 
and  one  on  Hose  4 House.  There  is  also  one  striker  located  in  Church  Tower 
in  Hebronville,  There  are  four  indicators,  located  in  Houses  No.  1,  2, 
4 and  No.  5.  There  are  also  23  tappers  located  as  follows: — One  at  Power 
Station  at  Briggs  Corner  and  22  in  residences  of  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  Factories  where  employed.  There  are  78  Street  Alarm  Boxes 
owned  by  the  town  and  2 Private  Boxes,  one  of  which  is  owned  by  the  Inter- 
state St.  Railway  Co.,  and  one  by  the  Taunton  & Pawtucket  St.  Railway  Co. 

The  Battery  Room  of  the  Department  is  up  to  date  and  complete  in 
every  way.  It  contains  one  Storage  Battery  complete  with  a six  circuit 
switchboard  and  repeater  with  all  the  necessary  tools  for  keeping  the  system 
in  working  order.  There  is  at  present  about  68  miles  of  wire  used  through- 
out the  Fire  Alarm  System. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  year,  three  additional  Fire  Alarm  Boxes  have  been  installed. 
No.  616  at  Sturdy  Hospital  on  Park  St. 

No.  121  at  Highland  Avenue. 

No.  318  at  Dean  and  Perrin  Sts. 

Combination  “A”  has  been  overhauled  and  painted. 

The  large  bell  which  was  located  on  South  Main  St.  was  removed  to  the 
Union  Street  Station  and  installed  in  the  tower. 

1,000  ft.  of  new  fire  hose  was  purchased. 


SALARIES. 


Chief  Engineer $600  per  year 

Asst.  Engineers 200  “ “ 

Clerk  of  Engineers 50  “ “ 

Call  Captains  in  Center 140  “ “ 

Hosemen  “ “ 125  “ “ 

Laddermen  “ “ 125  “ “ 
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Call  men  at  South  Attleboro 

“ “ “ Hebronville. . . . 

“ “ “ Farmers 

“ “ “ Sybleville 

“ “ Briggs  Corner. . 


50 

50 

25 

10 

10 


per  year 


PERMANENT  MEN. 


Captains 3.50 

Electrician 3.50 

First  year  men 2.50 

Second  and  third  year  men 2.75 

Fourth  year  and  over 3.00 

Permanent  man  at  Hebronville 600.00 


per  day 


per  year 


FIRE  RECORD. 

During  the  year  the  City  has  been  free  from  any  serious  fires,  although 
a number  have  been  in  the  centre  of  the  city  where  there  is  a large  chance 
of  a serious  fire  because  of  the  type  and  construction  of  the  buildings. 

The  fire  loss  is  very  low  for  the  number  of  alarms  which  occurred  dur- 
ing the  year  and  we  can  frankly  state  that  in  our  opinion  this  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  force  of  permanent  men  who  arrive  at  a fire  first  in- 
sufficient number  to  start  fighting  the  fire  and  who  are  quickly  reinforced 
by  the  call  men. 

The  Department  assisted  the  Town  of  Mansfield  at  a serious  fire  in  West 
Mansfield  and  also  responded  to  a small  building  fire  in  Norton. 

There  have  been  two  false  alarms  from  the  South  Attleboro  district  dur- 
ing this  past  year.  This  is  a serious  offense  and  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  bring  the  guilty  party  to  justice.  Breaking  the  glass  in  the  alarm  boxes 
is  also  an  offense  and  any  one  caught  doing  this  will  be  dealt  with  according 
to  the  law. 

The  Department,  including  all  Companies,  has  laid  9350  feet  of  hose, 
raised  1051  feet  of  ladders  and  used  2279  gallons  of  chemical  during  the  year. 

The  Department  has  responded  to  the  following  alarms 

Alarms  from  boxes 

Still  alarms 

Assembly  calls 

Fires  where  no  alarm  was  given 
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50 

146 

16 

1 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  FIRES. 

Building  fires,  (16  chimney  fires) 

Brush  and  grass 

Dump 

Electric  car 

Auto 

Bill  board 

Sleigh 

Calls  (no  fire) 

Call  for  help  from  West  Mansfield 

Fences 


51 

128 

11 

2 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 
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Ash  box 3 

Escaping  steam 1 

Fire  in  tree 

Boiling  over  tar  kettle 1 


213 


FIRE  LOSS. 


Value  of  building  at  risk $166,300.00 

Value  of  contents  at  risk 346,400.00 

Total  value  of  property  at  risk $512,700.00 

Brush  fire  loss $1,380.00 

Insurance  on  building  at  risk $157,650.00 

Insurance  on  contents  at  risk 345,000.00 

Total  insurance  on  property  at  risk $502,650.00 

Loss  on  buildings $4,752 . 83 

Loss  on  contents 8,201 . 81 

$12,954.64 

Insurance  paid  on  building  and  contents 12,302 . 14 

Loss  not  covered  by  insurance $652.50 


FIRE  PREVENTION. 

Fire  prevention  today  means  special  care  on  the  part  of  every  one  by 
preventing  the  accumulation  of  waste  paper,  rubbish  or  any  inflammable 
material  in  the  cellar  or  about  the  premises.  Hot  ashes  should  never  be 
thrown  into  a wooden  receptacle.  Care  should  also  be  taken  regarding 
stove  cleaning  cloths,  oil  dust-cloths  and  mops.  They  should  never  be 
allowed  in  a closet  where  they  may  cause  a fire  by  spontaneous  combustion. 

We  believe  in  regular  inspection  of  buildings  by  the  members  of  the 
Department,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  do  this  owing  to  a shortage 
of  men.  The  apparatus  must  be  covered  with  men  in  readiness  at  all  times. 
With  the  present  number  of  permanent  men,  none  can  be  spared  to  inspect 
buildings  regularly. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  and  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment made  several  tests  of  the  water  service  in  different  sections  of  the  City 
during  the  past  summer.  The  volume  and  pressure  is  satisfactury  in  the 
centre  of  the  city  but  in  certain  sections  outside  of  the  centre,  there  is  not 
sufficient  water  supply  to  handle  a fire  of  any  size.  This  condition  exists 
on  North  Avenue  beyond  the  car  barn  and  in  the  section  bounded  by  North 
Main  Street  and  Holden  Street.  Holden  Street  has  been  the  scene  of  one 
recent  fire  where  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  sufficient  water  to  operate  two 
hose  lines  of  regulation  size  and  but  for  the  fact  that  it  was  not  a thickly 
settled  section,  there  would,  no  doubt,  have  occurred  the  same  conditions 
as  happened  on  January  15th,  1913,  at  the  Mulberry  Street  fire.  When 
this  fire  broke  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day  the  vjater  supply  was  sufficient 
only  for  one  fire  stream.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Department,  there  were 
three  tenement  houses  afire  and  the  roofs  of  three  more  caught  during  the 
progress  of  the  fire.  With  a sufficient  supply  of  water  this  fire  could  have 
been  checked  at  once. 
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We  recommend  the  purchase  of  a motor  driven  triple  combination  at  a 
cost  of  $8,500.  This  piece  of  apparatus  consists  of  a pump,  hose  and  chem- 
ical truck  combined  into  one  piece  of  apparatus.  With  such  a piece  of 
apparatus  we  could  obtain  two  1 inch  streams  at  the  places  above  men- 
tioned as  well  as  find  valuable  use  for  this  kind  of  apparatus  in  the  outlying 
sections  where  it  is  necessary  to  lay  long  lines  of  hose,  which  reduces  the 
pressure.  The  value  of  a pump  to  the  center  of  our  city  cannot  be  over 
estimated.  Numerous  lines  of  fire  hose  will  reduce  the  water  pressure,  mak- 
ing them  almost  useless  if  needed  at  the  top  of  such  buildings  as  the  Bron- 
son or  Bates  Blocks,  but  with  the  aid  of  a pump,  the  lines  most  needed  can 
be  reinforced.  Again  if  an  accident  happens  to  our  water  main  in  the  centre, 
with  a pumping  engine  at  hand  to  draw  from  the  Ten  Mile  River,  we  are 
sure  of  at  least  two  fire  streams. 

We  recommend  that  the  body  of  Combination  No.  2 located  at  Union 
Street  be  placed  upon  a motor  chassis  at  a price  of  $2,500.  With  this  im- 
provement another  man  will  be  available  for  working  at  fires,  the  expense 
of  maintaining  two  horses  will  be  eliminated  and  the  efficiency  of  the  De- 
partment increased. 

We  recommend  the  purchase  of  1,000  feet  of  23^>  inch  fire  hose  at  a cost 
of  $600. 

We  recommend  the  one  day  off  in  five  for  the  permanent  men. 

We  recommend  that  the  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  receive  a salary 
of  $100  per  year. 

We  recommend  that  three  more  men  be  added  to  the  permanent  force. 

We  recommend  that  a fire  alarm  box  be  placed  in  the  locality  surround- 
ing the  lower  end  of  Hazel  Street  and  one  on  May  Street,  South  Attleboro, 
to  cost  $230. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  the  Honorable  City 
Council,  and  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  for  the  interest  mani- 
fested in  this  Department;  to  the  Police  Department  for  their  assistance 
and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Department  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  performed  their  duties. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HIRAM  R.  PACKARD,  Chief. 

FRED  A.  CLARK,  1st  Ass’t  Chief. 

WILLIAM  E.  SWEENEY,  2nd  Ass’t  Chief  and  Clerk. 


ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  1916. 


Permanent  Payroll $17,132.75 

Call  Men  Payroll 6,095.00 

Hydrants 14,670.00 

Insurance  of  Employees 1,010.00 

Coal  and  Wood 1,000.00 

Hay  and  Grain 1,000.00 

Electric  Lights  and  Gas 175.00 

Maintenance  of  Automobiles 500.00 

Maintenance  of  Fire  Alarm  System 300.00 

Repairs  on  Stations 500.00 

Plumbing 300.00 

T elephones 250.00 

Laundry 100.00 

Water  Service  in  Stations 150.00 

Veterinary  Services 25.00 

Chemical  Supplies 50.00 

Blacksmithing 250.00 
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Matches,  Oil  and  Soap 90.00 

Harness  Supplies  and  Repairs 60.00 

Auto  Hire  for  Engineers 225.00 

Auto  Hire  at  Hose  No.  3,  Farmers 120.00 

Janitor  Service  at  Hose  No.  3,  Farmers 52.00 

Express,  P.  O.  Supplies,  Printing  and  Clerical  Supplies 50.00 

Rubber  Coats 50.00 

Horse  Hire 50.00 

Auto  Licenses 15.00 

Disinfectant,  Dustlayers 53.00 

Fire  Police. 50.00 

Bedding,  Paint,  Hardware,  Brooms,  Brushes,  Toilet  Paper, 

Boiler  Insurance,  etc 275.00 


$44,597.75 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Motorizing  Hose  No.  2 $2,500.00 

1000  ft.  Hose 600.00 

Three  more  Permanent  Men 2,750.00 

Salary  Clerk  of  Engineers 100.00 

New  Alarm  Boxes 230.00 

Triple  Combination 8,500.00 


$14,680.00  $14,680.00 


$59,277.75 
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FORESTRY  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor , 

HAROLD  E.  SWEET: 

I herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report,  for  the  year  1915,  as  Tree 
Warden  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 

Such  a small  amount  of  money  being  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
public  shade  trees,  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  most  of  it  removing  dead  limbs 
which  were  a menance  to  public  traffic. 

I would  recommend  that  $500  be  appropriated  for  use  on  public  shade 
trees. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  E.  S.  SMITH, 

Tree  Warden. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor, 

HAROLD  E.  SWEET: 

I herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report,  as  Moth  Inspector,  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro,  for  the  year  1915.  In  the  colonies  the  usual  cutting  and 
burning  was  done,  and  all  cavities  in  the  trees  left  standing  were  tinned,  all 
the  colonies  were  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead  with  good  results. 

I have  started  the  annual  scouting  and  find  an  increase  in  the  gypsy 
moths. 

There  is  a slight  decrease  in  browntail-moths. 

The  work  has  increased  so  much  that  I deem  it  necessary  to  purchase 
an  auto  truck  to  carry  tools  and  material  to  use  in  connection  with  the  work 
and  for  quicker  means  of  conveyance. 

I recommend  that  $1700  be  appropriated  for  use  in  this  department. 

The  $1000  which  was  appropriated  for  the  unemployed,  was  used  for 
cutting  brush  along  the  roadside;  we  also  cut  trees  where  they  were  too  thick, 
leaving  them  a proper  distance  for  shade  trees;  special  attention  was  given 
to  cut  all  wild  cherry  so  as  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  tent-caterpillar. 

We  cleared  about  eighteen  miles  of  the  roadside. 

The  clearing  of  the  State  Rifle  Range  of  this  city  was  in  charge  of  this 
department. 

There  were  forty-four  cords  of  wood  cut  and  all  brush  burned  at  a cost 
of  $216.96. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  E.  S.  SMITH, 

Moth  inspector: 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Health  Officer 

RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


Milk  Inspector 

CALEB  E.  PARMENTER. 


Chemist 

SOLOMON  FINE. 


Inspector  of  Plumbing 

ARTHUR  B.  READ. 
JOSEPH  M.  SEAGRAVES. 


Inspector  of  Slaughtering 

HUGH  GAW,  D.  V.  S. 


Clerk 

MARY  L.  MILLER. 


Burial  Permits 

STEPHEN  H.  FOLEY. 


Examining  Physician  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

RALPH  P.  KENT,  M.  D. 


January  1,  1915  to  December  15,  1915. 
STATISTICS. 


Population 18,000  (estimated) 

Births 377 

Still  Births 17 

Deaths 181  (Excluding  Still  Births) 

Deaths  under  1 year 30  (Excluding  Still  Births) 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


December  15,  1915. 

To  His  Honor , the  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Municipal  Council : 

Gentlemen : — The  Health  Officer  hereby  submits  for  your  consideration 
and  approval  his  first  annual  report  of  the  different  divisions  ending  Decem- 
ber 20,  1915. 

We  have  acted  under  the  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations  which  have 
been  in  force  in  previous  years  except  where  new  ones  have  been  added  and 
until  such  Rules  and  Regulations  could  be  made  to  cover  all  phases  of  the 
work.  These  new  Rules  and  Regulations  are  now  compiled  and  about  to 
become  operative. 

We  have  increased  the  routine  work  of  the  Department  considerably 
this  year:  have  inaugurated  the  weekly  collection  and  examination  of  speci- 
mens of  milk  from  every  dealer,  also  the  monthly  examination  of  dairies, 
and  the  scoring  of  all  dairies  according  to  score  cards  compiled  by  this  De- 
partment. 

I have  personally  inspected  all  places  where  food  products  are  for  sale 
or  manufactured;  have  paid. special  attention  to  the  bakeries  and  ice  cream 
plants  and  will  say  that  they  were  in  all  cases  far  above  the  average  in  clean- 
liness, and  in  all  cases  were  ready  to  adop't  any  suggestions  from  this  Depart- 
ment for  improvement  of  their  plants. 

This  year  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  was  started  at  the  Sturdy 
Memorial  Hospital,  later  being  moved  to  the  Bronson  Block.  We  have 
examined  43  patients:  7 Tubercular,  17  Non-Tubercular,  12  Suspects. 
We  have  at  the  present  time  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief  48 
Tubercular  patients  in  Attleboro,  and  21  in  the  State  Sanatoria  (each  one 
of  whom  is  costing  us  approximately  $5  per  week). 

I believe  this  dispensary  work  is  an  important  cog  wheel  in  the  ultimate 
control  of  this  terrible  disease,  and  I believe  that  money  should  be  appro- 
priated to  recompense  a man  for  his  time  in  attending  this  dispensary  lest 
the  work  be  slighted.  I would  wish  to  call  your  attention  also  to  the  fact 
that  I did  not  ask  your  Honor  for  any  appropriation  whatever  for  the  equip- 
ment and  establishment  of  this  Dispensary. 

I would  say  that  fumigation  has  been  abolished  under  the  present  regime 
and  add  that  we  have  had  less  contagious  diseases  this  year  than  for  some 
years  (I  do  not  think  this  is  due  however  to  the  abolition  of  fumigation,  but 
simply  mention  the  fact.) 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  Department  to  have  constantly  on  hand  at  our 
supply  station  at  The  Lilly  Co.  an  ample  supply  of  culture  tubes,  Widals’, 
sputum  boxes  and  containers,  antitoxin,  anti-typhoid  vaccine,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  serum,  vaccine,  and  in  fact  all  the  supplies  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  the  assistance  of  the  physicians. 

I am  grateful  to  the  physicians  of  the  City  for  their  assistance  in  re- 
porting all  contagious  diseases  promptly. 

I gladly  note  the  abolition  of  boating  and  fishing  upon  the  City’s  water 
supply. 

Will  say  that  during  the  heat  of  our  campaign  for  clean  milk — 11  dealers 
saw  fit  to  go  out  of  business,  and  since  their  milk  was  dirty,  as  well  as  their 
dairies,  we  were  thankful  for  the  fact. 
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Along  these  lines,  I will  say  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Department  to 
refuse  to  grant  licenses  in  the  future  to  any  producer  whose  dairy  and  barn 
do  not  meet  with  our  requirements. 

We  have  licensed  all  the  manicurists,  and  licensed  two  Boarding  Houses 
for  infants,  have  also  investigated  all  written  complaints  and  abated  as  far 
as  possible  the  existing  nuisances. 

With  regard  to  the  very  mild  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  will  say:  we  had 
one  case  which  was  quarantined  and  the  quarantine  was  removed  after  the 
customary  2 negative  cultures  had  been  obtained — after  the  usual  period  the 
child  was  allowed  to  return  to  school — following  which  there  were  several 
cases  of  Diphtheria  developed.  Upon  taking  a culture  from  case  No.  1,  we 
found  she  was  still  positive  and  she  was  immediately  re-quarantined.  Several 
cultures  were  later  taken  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  positive,  thus  showing 
that  she  was  a common  carrier,  (first  quarantine  was  Sept.  13 — Nov.  20  she 
was  still  under  quarantine).  At  this  time  we  took  110  cultures  from  the 
Sanford  and  Farmers  Schools  and  in  this  way  further  outbreak  was  checked. 

We  have  conducted  a very  rigorous  campaign  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
tremely small  amount  of  Typhoid  in  the  City,  and  hope  the  disease  will  be 
entirely  eliminated  another  year.  There  have  been  but  4 cases  in  the  city 
proper  this  year. 

I wish  to  thank  the  School  Physician  for  his  earnest  co-operation  with 
this  Department,  and  will  say  I believe  he  has  been  very  instrumental  in 
keeping  down  the  number  of  contagious  diseases  among  our  children. 


Diseases  Dangerous  to  the  Public  Health. 


On  December  15,  1914,  the  following  diseases  were  declared  by  the  State 
Department  of  Health  to  be  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  so  reportable 
by  law.  Householders  and  physicians  must  now  give  immediate  notice  to 
the  local  Board  of  Health  of  all  cases  of: 

Actinomycosis 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Anthrax 

Asiatic  Cholera 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Chicken  Pox 

Diphtheria 

Dog-bite 

Dysentery : — 

a.  Amebic 

b.  Bacillary 
Glanders 
German  Measles. 

Hookworm  Disease 

a.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

b.  Supperative  Conjuntivitis^ 

c.  Trachoma 


Leprosy 

Malaria 

Measles 

Mumps 

Pellagra 

Plague 

Rabies 

Scarlet  Fever 
Septic  Sore  Throat 
Smallpox 
Tetanus 
Trichinosis 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Typhoid  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births  Still-Births  Deaths 

377  17  181  (Excluding  Still  Births) 


The  following  contagious  diseases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment this  year: 


Jan.  to  Dec.  15,  1915. 

0 

37 

13 


Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Diphtheria 

Dog-bite  (3  requiring  anti-rabic  treatment) 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 2 

Pertussis  (Whooping  Cough) 41 

Parotitis  (Mumps) 58 

Rubella  (Measles) 14 

Scarlet  Fever 33 

Septic  Sore  Throat 1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 39 

Typhoid  Fever  (4  in  City  proper 9 

Varicella  (Chicken  Pox) 29 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) 1 

The  minimum  period  of  quarantine  or  isolation  for  the  above  diseases  is 
as  follows: — 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  3 weeks  after  death  or  recovery. 

Diphtheria,  15  days  and  thereafter  until  two  successive  negative  cultures 
have  been  obtained. 

Scarlet  Fever,  until  desquamation  ceases. 

Chicken  Pox  and  German  Measles,  2 weeks,  Mumps,  3 weeks,  Whooping 
Cough,  7 weeks. 

Anterior  Poliomelitis,  3 to  6 weeks. 


Death  by  Ages. 


(Still-Births  Excluded) 
Jan.  1,  1915  to  Dec.  15,  1915. 


Male 

Deaths  of  persons  under  1 year 17 

Deaths  of  persons  1 to  2 years 3 

Deaths  of  persons  2 to  3 years 1 

Deaths  of  persons  3 to  4 years 

Deaths  of  persons  4 to  5 years 2 

Deaths  of  persons  5 to  10  years 2 

Deaths  of  persons  10  to  15  years 

Deaths  of  persons  15  to  20  years 1 

Deaths  of  persons  20  to  30  years 4 

Deaths  of  persons  30  to  40  years 2 

Deaths  of  persons  40  to  50  years 4 

Deaths  of  persons  50  to  60  years 8 

Deaths  of  persons  60  to  70  years 14 

Deaths  of  persons  70  to  80  years . 16 

Deaths  of  persons  over  80  years 5 


79 


Deaths  by  Month. 

(Still-Births  Excluded) 


January  1,  1915,  to  December  15,  1915. 


January 14 

February 13 

March 26 

April 24 

May 16 

June 11 

July 12 

August 7 

September 17 


Male 

4 
6 
8 
9 
8 

5 

6 
2 

10 


Female 

13 
3 
0 

2 

1 

1 

5 
7 

6 

14 
22 
12 
16 


102 


Female 

10 

7 
18 
15 

8 
6 
6 
5 
7 
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October 

14 

8 

6 

November 

21 

11 

10 

December  15  (inclusive) 

6 

2 

4 

181 

79 

102 

Causes  of  Death. 

(Still-Births  Excluded) 


Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 9 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  pulmonary 5 

Scarlet  Fever 0 

Diphtheria 1 

Typhoid  Fever 1 

Measles 0 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 7 

Lobar  Pneumonia 14 

Broncho  Pneumonia 5 

Bronchitis 3 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 32 

Diseases  of  the  Brain  & Spinal  Cord 5 

Cancer 11 

Diseases  of  the  Kidney 19 

Accidental  Deaths 7 

Diabetes  Mellitus 3 

Arterio  Sclerosis 6 

Appendicitis 0 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 13 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 1 

Pernicious  Anemia 3 

Septicemia 5 

Peritonitis 3 

Other  Causes 27 

Total  181 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  Dec.  1,  1915. 


Dr.  Ralph  P.  Kent,  Health  Officer,  Attleboro,  Mass.: — 

Dear  Sir: — 

I hereby  submit  my  report  as  Inspector  of  Slaughter  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  December  1,  1915. 

Slaughter  House  and  Field  Inspection  records  show  that  there  were 
1,188  carcasses  dressed  and  stamped  for  food. 

Cattle,  255.  Hogs,  626.  Calves,  307. 

CONDEMNED: — Cattle  7,  for  General  Tuberculosis. 

Hogs  6,  for  General  Tuberculosis. 

Hogs  4,  for  Hog  Cholers. 

Hogs  2,  for  Necrotic  Livers. 
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Calves  2,  for  Necrotic  Livers. 

Calves,  3,  for  Malignant  Catarrh,  showing  generalized 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

These  diseased  carcasses  were  disposed  of  by  burial  after  they  had  been 
saturated  with  Carbolic  Acid. 

Rejected  on  Anti-Mortem  Inspection: — 

Calves  14,  for  Emaciation  and  being  under  four  weeks  of  age. 
Cattle  2,  Due  to  Mange. 

Hogs  4,  Due  to  Urticaria. 

I report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  January,  April,  July  and  October  of  each  year  and  state  all  inspection 
made  by  me  during  three  months  preceding  the  first  day  of  said  months' 

The  State  Board  of  Health  Inspectors  made  a number  of  visits  during 
the  year  to  inspect  the  Slaughter  Houses  and  the  work  of  your  inspector. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAW,  V.  S., 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering. 


REPORT  OF  E.  V.  CARPENTER,  CATTLE  INSPECTOR 
OF  ATTLEBORO. 


Attleboro  Dec.  18,  1915. 

This  is  a partial  report  of  the  inspection  of  barns,  for  the  year  1915. 

After  visiting  80  barns,  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  foot  and  mouth 
disease,  I was  ordered  by  State  Inspector  Dr.  Lester  H.  Howard  to  discon- 
tinue the  inspection. 

I found  in  the  places  visited  461  cows,  119  pound  cattle,  14  Bulls, ^5 
Sheep,  3 Goats,  626  Swine. 

85  Cattle  have  been  brought  into  this  City  from  other  States. 

5 Cows  affected  with  Tuberculosis  were  disposed  of.  20  dogs  were 
quarantined  on  account  of  foot  and  mouth  disease.  7 for  observation  and 
5 for  biting  people. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  V.  CARPENTER, 

Cattle  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR. 

Attleboro  Dec.  31,  1915 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health : 

For  the  year  1915  have  sold  127  Milk  Licenses  which  is  6 less  than  last 
year.  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  hay,  grain  and  cows  quite  a lot  of  milk 
producers  have  gone  out  of  business.  I think  the  Board  of  Health  have 
done  a good  work  this  year  in  having  the  stables  kept  cleaner  than  they  have 
been  kept  in  former  years  and  that  means  cleaner  milk.  Producers  that 
undertook  to  sell  milk  that  was  not  up  to  the  standard  had  a hot  time  this 
year  to  pull  through.  Let  the  good  work  go  on. 

C.  E.  PARMENTER, 

Inspector  Milk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  PLUMBING 
TO  THE  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Dr.  Ralph  Kent,  Health  Officer, 


Attleboro,  Mass. 
Sir: 

The  following  report  of  work  performed  by  the  Inspector  of  Plumbing 
during  the  year  1915  is  hereby  submitted. 

There  were  157  permits  granted  during  the  year  1915. 


Number  of  permits  for  Plumbing  granted 159 

Number  of  new  buildings 20 

Number  of  plumbing  in  old  buildings 62 

Number  of  repairs  in  old  buildings 28 

Number  of  water  closets  installed: 129 

Number  of  sinks  put  in Ill 

Number  of  wash  trays  put  in 33 

Number  of  lavatories  put  in 94 

Number  of  bath  tubs  put  in 89 

Number  of  cellar  drains  put  in ' 9 

Number  of  changes  in  work  by  order  of  Inspector 23 

Number  of  sewer  inspections 56 

Number  of  consultations  with  plumber  and  owners. . * 62 

Number  of  registered  plumbers  in  Attleboro 41 

Number  of  inspections  made  on  plumbing 394 

Number  of  shop  sinks  put  in 1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  B.  READ. 


Dr.  Kent,  1915. 

8.50  Jan. 
10.00 
40.10 

37.25 
42.60 

49.50 
16.19 
61.00 

42.25 
56.53 

31.50 

28.50  Dec. 


423 . 92 

All  medicine  charges,  paid  to 


Medicines,  1915 

9.42 

.70 

6.48 

22.05 

19.77 

28.96 


87.38 


•macy. 

E.  H.  BOSYVORTH, 

Auditor. 


January  19,  1916. 
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SUMMARY  REPORT  OF 
MILK  AND  DAIRY  INSPECTION. 


(June  15 — Dec.  1.) 


Total  number  of  dairies  inspected 71 

Number  inspected  four  times 49 

Number  inspected  three  times 8 

Number  inspected  two  times 11 

Number  inspected  once 3 


Average  grade  of  dairies  at  first  inspection 

Dairies  from  80% — 100% 

Dairies  from  70% — 80% 

Dairies  from  60% — 70% 

Dairies  below  60% 


72% 

10% 

33^% 

33H% 

23X% 


Average  grade  of  dairies  at  last  inspections 

Dairies  from  80% — 100% 

Dairies  from  20% — 80% 

Dairies  from  60% — 70% 

Dairies  below  60% 


76% 

29% 

61% 

6% 

4% 


Total  number  of  dairies  showing  improvement 36  or  52% 

Total  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken Ill 

Average  fat  content  of  samples 3.43% 

Average  solid  content  of  samples 12.17% 

Number  of  samples  below  standard 12 

Number  of  samples  responding  to  formaldehyde  test 3 


Summary: — In  general  the  standard,  both  of  cleanliness  of  dairies  and 
chemical  composition  of  milk,  is  comparatively  high  in  Attleboro.  Since  the 
commencement  of  inspection  (June  15)  there  has  been  a marked  improve- 
ment in  nearly  all  of  the  dairies.  Several  have  refused  to  make  any  im- 
provements, and  a considerable  number  of  dealers  have  dropped  out  (11), 
being  unable  to  meet  the  requirements. 

Altho’  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  amount  of  skimmed  milk  (un- 
lawfully sold)in  Attleboro,  the  general  standard  of  the  quality  of  the  milk 
sold  has  remained  about  the  same. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


SOLOMON  FINE. 


DETAILED  REPORT  OF  MILK  AND  DAIRY  INSPECTION  IN  ATTLEBORO  (JUNE  15 —DEC.  1.) 
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Remarks 

Refuses  to  improve 
Is  not  a regular  milk 
dealer 
Out  of  business 

Two  skimmed  sam- 
ples found 
Refuses  to  improve 
Refuses  to  improve 
one  skimmed  sample 
found 

Out  of  business 
Refuses  to  improve 
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*A  difference  in  grade  between  first  and  last  inspection  does  not  always  show  actual  improvement. 
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Name  of  Producer 

Kratsch,  Charles  E. . . 
Lillibridge, Charles  W 

Lindberg,  Andes 

McGrath,  John  J 

Mallo,  Joe 

Marshall,  Peter 

Martin,  Andrew 

Monroe,  Ben.  F 

Morse,  Samuel  A 

Newton,  Walter 

Ogden,  William 

Pass,  George 

Pettit,  John 

Perry,  Frank  S 

Perry,  Frank  M 

Provost,  John 

Reynolds,  Vinton  I 

Ross,  A.  G 

Rounds,  E.  B 

Rounds,  F.  C 

•jThose  having  a dairy  only  and  keeping  no  cows. 
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Name  of  Producer 

Sherman,  Charles.  . . . 

Smith,  A.  D 

Smith,  H.  A 

Thayer,  Mrs.  0 

Thurbur,  Arthur  S . . . 
Thurbur,  Arthur  S.  Jr. 
Thurbur,  E.  A 

Tingly,  J.  0 

Vickery,  W.  A . . . . 

Wallace,  Thomas 

Wendell,  Olof  0 

Williams,  George 

Zilch,  Adam 

fThose  having  a dairy  only  and  keeping  no  cows. 
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PARK  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 

Gentlemen: — 

The  Park  Commissioners  herewith  submit  their  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1915. 

Owing  to  the  increased  area  in  lawns  and  flower  beds,  the  greater 
part  of  the  appropriation  goes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Park.  The  only 
permanent  work  done  this  year  was  the  fixing  of  the  main  entrance.  The 
underlying  subsoil  to  a depth  of  20  inches,  had  to  be  taken  away  and  a 
good  foundation  of  rock  and  coarse  gravel  put  in  its  place.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Street  Department,  in  letting  us  have 
eight  loads  of  crushed  stone,  from  the  yard,  the  entrance  is  as  good  as  any 
street. 

Also,  a new  piece  of  ground  was  broken,  on  knoll  between  the  road,  pond, 
and  Animal  Zoo.  The  nature  of  the  soil  was  nothing  but  gravel,  and  con- 
sequently, had  to  make  the  land  all  over,  and  add  a foot  of  loam.  This 
knoll  was  planted  with  shrubbery  and  flowers. 

The  muck  that  was  reclaimed  from  the  pond  is  all  used  and  has  been  of 
great  value  in  improving  the  soil  of  the  Park,  but  after  this  the  Commis- 
sioners will  hhve  to  purchase  loam  for  all  land  to  be  improved,  and  that 
naturally  runs  into  money,  but  that  is  the  only  way  to  do  in  order  to  obtain 
results. 

Through  the  kind  offer  of  a Patriotic  Citizen  to  pay  for  it,  the  Com- 
missioners were  able  to  excavate  a place  for  wading  pool  on  the  East  Side 
of  Pond,  the  cost  of  which  was  $150.00,  and  was  a great  help  to  the  com- 
missioners, as  the  place  is  already  now,  for  installing  a wading  pool  in  the 
Spring. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season  Mayor  Harold  E.  Sweet  asked  the  Com- 
missioners how  much  money  they  could  set  aside  of  the  regular  appropria- 
tion for  Play-ground  purposes.  The  Commissioners  decided  that  by  not 
spending  much  for  permanent  improvements,  they  could  spare  about  $400.00 
for  Apparatus  and  Supervision  at  the  Park. 

The  East  Side  Play-ground  on  the  Sturdy  lot,  Corner  Pine  and  Car- 
penter Streets,  the  Mayor  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Hill,  and 
through  his  efforts  the  expense  of  the  East  Side  Play-ground  has  been  taken 
care  of  by  private  donations. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  the  Commissioners  were 
able  to  obtain  the  services  of  their  Physical  Instructor,  Harold  S.  De  Groat, 
for  Supervisor,  for  the  two  months.  Also  the  commissioners  were  fortu- 
nate in  securing  the  services  of  Miss  Charlotte  Davenport  of  Sharon,  and 
Miss  Grace  M.  Currie  of  this  City,  for  Lady  Assistant  Supervisors. 

The  Park  Commissioners  think  the  Play-ground  work  a grand  success 
and  a permanent  fixture  to  the  City’s  efficiency  and  recommend  its 
continuation. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  47  playing  days  was,  18,100  with  an  aver- 
age daily  attendance  of  385  on  both  play-grounds.  The  attendance  fell 
off  somewhat  at  the  Sturdy  Play-ground,  as  the  novelty  of  the  swings  and 
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slides  wore  off.  The  hot  weather,  too,  may  have  had  something  to  do  with 
the  falling  off  in  attendance  as  there  is  not  much  shade  or  shelter  from  the  sun. 

The  Capfon  Park  is  an  ideal  place  for  recreation  and  Play-grounds  as 
with  the  shelter  house  and  the  Pine  Grove,  it  is  as  fine  a place  for  a Play- 
ground as  there  is  anywhere  in  the  State. 

The  Play-ground  season  was  opened  on  the  5th  of  July,  in  combina- 
tion with  the  annual  4th  of  July  Celebration.  A parade  of  boys  and  sev- 
eral automobiles  were  led  by  Le  Claire’s  Band.  A program  of  Maze  Run 
and  Flag  Drill  followed. 

The  closing  day  September  5th,  at  Capron  Park  with  an  attendance  of 
2,500  was  a fit  ending  of  two  months  of  Play-ground  work,  and  was  a credit 
to  the  City,  Supervisor,  Assistant  Supervisors  and  children  alike. 

The  Park  Commissioners  recommend  the  following  new  work  at  Capron 
Park  for  the  coming  year,  1916. 

A wading  pool  on  the  East  Side  of  Pond  40  by  50  feet,  enough  higher 
than  the  main  pond,  so  as  to  let  out  water  from  the  wading  pool  into  pond 
as  often  as  is  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  children. 

The  Ball  and  Players’  Field  to  be  leveled  and  enlarged,  and  a cinder 
track  made  for  running  around  the  whole  field. 

The  Park  Commissioners  also  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $100.00  be 
expended  for  improvements  on  the  Play-ground,  Corner  Park  and  Bishop 
Streets. 


Estimated  cost  of  wading  pool. . . . $700.00 

“ “ Ball  Field  and  Track 800.00 

“ “ Finberg  Play-ground 100.00 


Total $1,600.00 


The  Park  Commissioners  recommend  that  in  as  much  ds  with  the  extra 
expense  of  Play-ground  work  and  the  increasing  cost  of  maintenance  of  the 
Park,  that  the  extra  amount  of  $1,600.00  be  appropriated  for  1916,  out- 
side of  the  regular  appropriation. 

(Signed) 

CHARLES  A.  MOOERS, 

SOLON  D.  BUSHEE, 

JOHN  E.  ANDERSON. 

Park  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 


Gentlemen: — 

The  Park  Commissioners  herewith  submit  their  report  on  July  4th 
Celebration  for  the  year,  1915. 


T o Appropriation $500 . 00 

$500.00 

Le  Claire’s  Band,  music $126.00 

R.  I.  Fireworks  Co.,  fireworks 150.00 

Sun  Pub.  Co.,  printing  entry  blanks * 4.50 

W.  H.  Saart  Co.,  cups  for  prizes 91.12 

C.  M.  Robbins  Co.,  medals  for  prizes 16.50 
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M.  F.  Ashley  & Co.,  lumber $8.24 

Frank  X.  McGrath,  handicapper 6.80 

H.  S.  DeGroat,  postage  and  stamps 4.00 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co.,  100  flags „ 2.25 

H.  R.  Frechette,  7 sign  cards 1.00 

Capron  Park,  preparing  for  4th  of  July  events 56.00 

Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1915 33.59 

$500.00 

The  Park  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  same  amount  of  $500.00 
be  appropriated  for  the  4th  of  July  Celebration,  1916. 

(Signed) 

CHARLES  A.  MOOERS, 

SOLON  D.  BUSHEE, 

JOHN  E.  ANDERSON. 

Park  Commissioners. 


) 
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PLANNING  BOARD 


December  6,  1915. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor,  and  the  Honorable  City  Council, 
of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts: — 

Gentlemen: — 

Chapter  494  of  the  Massachusetts  Statutes,  approved  April  16,  1913, 
was  entitled,  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Establishment  of  Local  Planning 
Boards  by  Cities  and  Towns.” 

It  enacted  that  every  City  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  every  town  hav- 
ing a population  of  more  than  10,000,  should  create  a planning  board  “whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  make  careful  studies  of  the  resources,  possibilities  and 
needs  of  the  city  or  town,  particularly  with  respect  to  conditions  which  may 
be  injurious  to  the  public  health,  or  otherwise  injurious  in  or  about  rented 
dwellings,  and  to  make  plans  for  the  development  of  the  municipality  with 
special  reference  to  the  proper  housing  of  its  people. 

The  City  Council  of  Attleboro,  on  March  2,  1915,  approved  ordinances 
providing  for  the  creation  of  this  planning  board,  consisting  of  six  mem- 
bers, and,  on  March  16,  1915,  approved  the  nominations  of  the  Mayor  for 
this  board,  consisting  of  Joseph  Finberg,  George  A.  Sweeney,  Raymond 
M.  Horton,  Milford  E.  Bliss,  Mrs.  Josephine  Hammond,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
G.  Mullalv. 

The  law  provided  that  the  board  shall  make  a report  annually  to  the 
council  or  governing  board.  In  accordance  therewith  the  board  submits 
its  first  annual  report. 

CITY  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

The  question  is  asked  by  most  of  the  citizens  and  even  ourselves  before 
becoming  more  acquainted  with  our  work,  “What  are  the  duties  of  the  City 
Planning  Board?  What  is  City  Planning?”  In  studying  the  matter  up 
and  listening  to  the  reports  of  the  various  heads  of  the  City  Planning  Boards, 
we  have  found  that  City  Planning  is  forethought  on  the  part  of  the  people 
as  a whole  to  prevent  haphazard  city  building;  proper  housing;  each 
street  should  have  a building  line  beyond  which  no  house  can  project;  fire 
escapes;  relation  of  height  of  houses  to  width  of  streets;  clean  streets 
and  unnecessary  noise;  a plan  for  public  building  to  so  build  and  so  group 
as  to  be  impressive  in  appearance,  and  convenient  to  each  other.  The  city 
should  not  only  be  convenient  for  business  and  healthful  for  residents,  but 
beautiful  to  look  at  and  thereby  attract  strangers  to  the  city.  Improve- 
ments in  the  surroundings  of  the  people  is  a means  to  produce  better  citizen- 
ship. Men  and  women  lose  hope  and  ambition  when  their  surroundings 
are  unpleasant.  One  of  the  first  steps  toward  transforming  men  and  women 
to  good  citizens  who  will  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  is  to 
give  them  pleasant  and  even  beautiful  surroundings. 

City  planning  is  simply  the  exercise  of  steady  oversight  as  will  permit 
the  orderly  and  sightly  development  of  a city  in  its  environs.  Adding 
rational  lines  with  proper  regard  for  welfare  and  amenity,  convenience  and 
also  for  industrial  advancement. 

The  cooperation  between  planning  boards,  civic  and  social  organizations 
as  well  as  individual  citizens  is  the  most  essential  thing  now. 
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On  March  23,  1915,  the  board  held  its  first  meeting  and  organized  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Joseph  Finberg,  President. 

Mr.  George  A.  Sweeney,  Secretary. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  ten  meetings  and  have  endeavored  to  do 
! our  duty  along  the  lines  laid  out  by  the  Homestead  Commission  and  the 
boards  of  other  cities. 

We  successfully  planned  and  carried  out  a Clean  Up  Campaign  in  May 
and  have  also  been  instrumental  in  having  many  unsightly  back  yards  and 
empty  lots  adjoining  the  Railroad  cleaned  up  and  kept  in  a more  attractive 
condition.  All  persons  spoken  to  in  regard  to  these  unsightly  conditions 
on  their  property  have  cooperated  with  us,  except  in  one  instance. 

This  board  also  recommend  to  the  Mayor  the  lighting  system  now  in 
use  in  Monument  Square. 

At  our  meeting  on  April  6,  we  recommended  that  the  main  streets  of  our 
city  within  the  radius  of  one-half  mile  of  Park  Street  arch  be  lighted 
every  night  instead  of  following  the  moon  schedule  as  now  in  use. 

We  also  recommended  to  the  Mayor  that  all  lights  within  one  (1)  mile 
of  Park  Street  be  lighted  at  an  alarm  of  fire  at  night  and  remain  lighted  until 
recall  is  sounded  or  until  daylight. 

The  board  also  recommended  to  the  Mayor,  that  the  plat  called  Attle- 
boro Park  owned  by  the  city  be  filled  in  and  cleaned  up  and  put  in  the  care 
of  the  Park  Commissioners  and  this  has  already  been  done. 

This  board  also  asked  the  Mayor  to  recommend  to  the  council  that  proper 
ordinances  be  passed  to  relieve  traffic  conditions  and  congestion  on  several 
of  our  business  streets. 

We  also  recommended  that  space  in  Monument  Square  be  set  aside  for 
parking  of  automobiles  and  teams. 

Recommendations. 

We  beg  to  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  the  Mayor  and  Honor- 
able Council,  the  following  items,  which  will  benefit  the  citizens  of  Attle- 
bo  ro. 

Street  Lighting. 

1.  That  the  city  keep  the  streets  lighted  all  night.  A great  many  cities 
and  towns  smaller  than  Attleboro,  in  Massachusetts  and  our  neighboring 
states  have  their  streets  lighted  all  night  and  we  are  certainly  in  need  of 
it.  If  the  cost  to  light  the  entire  city  all  night  will  be  too  great,  we  would 
recommend  that  the  streets  be  lighted  all  night  in  a zone  of  one  (1)  mile 
from  the  center.  The  safety  of  the  people  and  property  is  to  be  considered. 
It  is  extremely  dangerous  to  have  the  streets  dark  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning,  particularly  in  case  of  fire,  the  loss  might  be  greater  than  the  extra 
cost  of  keeping  the  lights  all  night. 

3.  That  the  city  build  a Public  Sanitary  on  the  Common.  The  health 
and  comfort  of  our  citizens  and  visitors  alike  demand  it.  We  would  suggest 
a building  arranged  for  both  sexes.  It  is  one  of  the  most  needed  things  in 
the  city  and  it  is  something  that  is  being  recommended  and  built  in  a great 
many  cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States. 

3.  That  signs  with  the  words  “Safety  First,”  or  “Drive  Slowly,”  painted 
appropriately  so  to  make  them  conspicuous,  be  put  on  the  corners  of  all 
streets,  which  enter  in  the  main  streets  and  into  the  main  thoroughfares. 
It  may  save  a great  many  lives  and  accidents  in  the  future. 

4.  The  location  of  additional  playgrounds  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 
Although  we  may  not  need  them  in  the  next  year  or  two,  at  the  same  time 
it  is  better  to  acquire  land  when  we  can  get  it  at  reasonable  prices,  than  to 
wait  until  we  are  actually  obliged  to  have  it  and  then  have  to  pay  more. 

5.  We  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  widening  South  Main 
Street  from  the  corner  of  Park  to  Mill  and  of  Union  Street  from  the  corner 
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of  Mill  to  Park.  The  city  engineer  has  prepared  a plan  which  we  heartily 
approve  and  it  seems  this  is  the  proper  time  to  take  action.  Later  on  per- 
manent buildings  may  be  built  to  the  street  line  and  it  will  cost  the  city  a 
great  deal  more  to  widen  the  streets  than  at  this  time.  The  Post  Office  is 
to  be  built  next  year  and  it  would  be  a great  deal  easier  to  acquire  or  get 
the  land  now,  than  it  will  be  after  the  building  is  started.  The  above  streets 
are  main  thoroughfares  and  traffic  is  very  heavy. 

6.  The  necessity  of  acquiring  land  for  a City  Hall.  The  city  is  being 
built  up  rapidly  each  year  and  available  locations  will  become  more  expen- 
sive as  the  years  go  by.  While  we  may  not  need  it  now  we  certainly  will 
within  five  years  and  action  should  be  taken  at  once  to  secure  a desirable 
location. 

7.  We  cannot  urge  too  strongly  to  your  Honor  and  Council,  the  nec- 
essity of  taking  up  the  matter  of  traffic  regulations.  It  is  a very  serious 
problem  and  one  that  requires  considerable  thought  and  study.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a matter  for  your  immediate  attention. 

8.  That  the  City  Planning  Board  be  consulted  whenever  a new  street 
is  to  be  laid  out.  Many  of  the  streets  in  the  city  have  been  laid  out  with- 
out any  thought  for  the  future,  both  in  width  and  shape,  and  without  any 
building  lines. 

9.  That  the  Council  authorize  the  drawing  of  a set  of  maps  giving  a 
survey  of  the  streets  in  detail,  as  there  are  none  at  present.  Such  maps 
would  be  of  great  value  in  planning  for  the  future. 

10.  We  request  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  City  Planning 

11.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Officials  for  the  courte- 
sies they  have  extended  to  us  during  the  year,  also  the  daily  papers  for  their 
cooperation. 

JOSEPH  FINBERG,  Chairman. 

GEORGE  A.  SWEENEY,  Secretary. 

RAYMOND  M.  HORTON. 

MILFORD  E.  BLISS. 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  HAMMOND. 

MRS.  MARY  G.  MULLALY. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


December  8,  1915. 

To  His  Honor , the  Mayor , and  the  Honorable  Municipal  Council , 
of  the  City  of  Attleboro. 

Gentlemen : — 

I herewith  submit,  for  your  consideration,  the  annual  report  of  the 
Police  Department,  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1915. 

Organization  of  the  Police  Department  at  the  close  of  the  year,  is  as 
follows: 


Lieutenant, 

Edmond  H.  Gingras. 


Arthur  F.  Gaffney, 
Thomas  F.  Gilroy, 
John  Bora, 

William  J.  Sargeant, 


Patrolmen, 

Albert  E.  Sears, 

Charles  W.  Balser, 

William  D.  Norwood, 

Edward  E.  Gobin,  Chauffeur. 


Reserve  Officers. 

Ernest  G.  L.  Hemple,  Terence  E.  Flanagan, 

Martin  J.  Tierney,  Frank  McKay, 

Eli  Mills. 


During  the  year  1915,  the  Police  Department  made  three  hundred  and 
two  (302)  arrests,  for  the  following  crimes  and  misdemeanors: 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Assault  and  battery 

11 

Evading  carfare 

. 4 

Assault  to  rape 

1 

Failing  to  restrain  dog. . 

. 4 

Assault  with  dangerous 

Failing  to  send  child  to 

weapon 

. 1 

school 

1 

Abandonment  of  family 

1 

Gaming 

5 

Adultery 

1 

1 

Indecent  exposure 

1 

Bastardy 

1 

Idle  & disorderly 

1 

Contempt  of  Court 

1 

Larceny 

18 

Cutting  tree  unlawfully 

3 

Larceny  in  a bldg 

2 

Common  drunkard  . . . 

1 

Larceny  from  person . . . 

5 

Cruelty  to  animals 

3 

Malicious  mischief 

3 

Drunkenness 

114 

1 

Neglect  to  provide 

8 

Disturbance 

5 

(Neglect  of  children  .... 

" 3 

Disorderly  house 

1 

Obstructing  an  officer . . 

2 

Common  night  walker.  . 

1 

Practising  medicine 

Delinquent  child 

5 

without  registration . . 

1 

150 

3 

55 

3 
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Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Brought  forward 

150 

3 

55 

3 

Receiving  stolen 

Violation  of  food  law. . 

5 

proDertv 

. 1 

Violation  of  weekly 

Setting  fire  on  land  . . . 

. 1 

payment  law 

.'  2 

Stubborn  child 

. 3 

Violation  of  peddler’s 

Selling  drug  to  procure 

law 

. 2 

abortion 

. 1 

Violation  of  liquor  law 

. 9 

1 

Trespass 

. 12 

Violation  of  auto  law  . 

. 27 

Tramp 

. 11 

Vagrant 

5 

Uttering  threats 

. 1 

Unlicensed  dog 

. 10 

190 

3 

105 

4 

105 

4 

Total  arrests 

295 

7 

—302. 

In  January  1915  a much  needed  increase  was  made  to  the  police  force 
by  appointing  three  extra  regular  patrolmen,  which  permitted  the  patrolling 
night  force  that  the  city  had  before. 

While  the  efficiency  of  the  Police  force  was  greatly  increased,  the  need 
for  additional  men  on  the  force  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  urgent.  The  intro- 
duction of  traffic  regulations  means  another  officer  on  the  day  force,  and  it 
would  be  impossible-  to  take  a night  officer  for  this  duty  and  to  guarantee 
at  night  the  usual  protection  to  the  city.  I would  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  additional  patrolmen  which  would  bring  the  force  somewhere 
near  the  standard  that  is  maintained  in  cities  of  like  size. 

I cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  need  of  a new  police  station.  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  set  forth  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  one,  its  lack  of 
proper  quarters  for  the  officers,  and  its  unfitness  for  the  confinement  of  pris- 
oners. 

The  Police  force  has  now  reached  a point  where  some  form  of  police 
signal  should  be  installed  so  that  police  headquarters  would  be  in  touch  with 
the  patrolmen  at  least  once  an  hour.  I would  recommend  that  the  same 
system  which  is  used  in  most  cities  be  adopted,  namely,  the  Gamewell  Sys- 
tem. 

A police  patrol  wagon  which  could  be  used  as  an  ambulance  has  been 
repeatedly  recommended  and  I take  this  opportunity  to  renew  this  recom- 
mendation. 

The  auto  that  is  now  used  by  the  department  has  outlived  its  useful- 
ness and  should  be  disposed  of  at  the  earliest  opportunity  as  it  is  a big  ex- 
pense to  the  city  and  is  in  constant  need  of  repairs.  The  repairs  and  upkeep 
of  this  car  cost  the  city  $703 . 53  for  eleven  months  of  this  year.  I would 
recommend  that  a touring  car,  of  some  reliable  make,  be  purchased  for  the 
use  of  this  department  in  the  investigation  of  the  numerous  cases  that  it  is 
called  upon  to  make,  where  a patrol  wagon  could  not  be  used.  The  sooner 
this  is  done  will  mean  a saving  to  the  city. 

I recommend  that  the  sum  of  $14,750.00  be  appropriated  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Police  Department  for  1916  and  for  every  additional  officer 
appointed  an  appropriation  of  $925.00  should  be  made. 

I respectfully  ask  at  this  time  that  some  provision  be  made  for  officers 
who  advance  money  to  the  city  in  the  investigation  of  cases,  that  they  may 
be  reimbursed  for  such  expenses  and  not  be  compelled  to  wait  a month  and 
sometimes  six  months  before  a case  is  finally  disposed  of  in  court.  I ask 
that  the  sum  of  $400.00  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  1915  the  city  has  been  clean  and  quiet,  no  special  dis- 
turbance having  taken  place,  nor  any  unusual  crime  committed. 
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The  officers  have  done  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability  in  the  en- 
forcement of  law  and  the  preservation  of  public  peace  and  order. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  convey  my  thanks  to  your  Honor  and  to  the 
Municipal  Council,  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and  interest  taken  in  the 
Police  Department.  In  this  I am  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  Department 
as  well  as  my  own. 

It  has  been  a pleasure  to  have  Your  Honor  keep  in  such  close  touch 
with  the  Department  and  its  work  for  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDMOND  H.  GINGRAS, 

Lieutenant  of  Police. 


/ 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  January  14,  1916 
To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Attleboro , 

Gentlemen : — 

The  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library  report  an  eventful 
year  for  the  City’s  Library.  All  previous  records  for  registration,  loaning 
of  books  and  attendance  in  the  reading  room,  have  been  far  exceeded.  De- 
tails of  these  items  are  presented  fully  in  the  accompanying  annual  report 
to  the  Trustees  by  the  Librarian.  For  this  excellent  and  most  satisfactory 
showing,  much  credit  is  due  to  the  unusual  abilities  of  Miss  Eugenia  M. 
Henry,  who  was  called  to  a larger  position  last  summer.  Her  efficient  work 
for  the  last  eight  years  together  with  the  help  of  an  able  corps  of  assistants, 
has  placed  the  Attleborough  Library  among  the  most  modern  and  efficient. 
The  Trustees  are  confident  that  the  new  Librarian,  Miss  Helen  M.  Claflin, 
a graduate  with  honors  from  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  will  main- 
tain the  library  at  this  high,  if  not  a higher  standard  of  efficiency. 

It  has  become  very  evident  that  there  is  a pressing  need  for  the  removal 
of  the  children’s  room  to  the  ground  floor.  This  will  make  the  present  chil- 
dren’s room  available  to  relieve  the  frequently  crowded  condition  of  the 
reading  and  magazine  room.  This  change  involves  considerable  expense. 
Not  only  must  funds  be  provided  for  the  finishing  and  furnishing  of  the  new' 
children’s  room  and  the  re-equipment  of  the  present  one,  but  also  for  the 
added  expense  of  a special  supervisor  for  this  important  and  growing  depart- 
ment. 

The  Library  appropriation  last  year  of  $7500  proved  a little  stringent, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  under  the  new  City  Charter,  the  fine  money,  amount- 
ing to  about  $300  a year,  must  be  turned  into  the  City  Treasury.  Under 
the  Towm  government,  this  money  wras  retained  by  the  Library,  making  the 
fund  thus  available,  $7800,  $300,  from  the  fines  and  $7500  by  appropriation. 
It  is  because  of  this  condition  that  the  Trustees  have  asked  this  year  for  an 
appropriation  of  $7800,  in  reality  the  same  as  1914. 

When  one  considers  the  large  and  increasing  services  rendered  by  the 
Library  to  the  men,  women  and  children  of  all  Attleboro,  this  appropriation 
is  comparatively  small  and  must  necessarily  increase  with  the  enlargement 
of  the  Library’s  usefulness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library. 

JOSEPH  L.  SWEET,  Chairman, 
LEONARD  I.  LAMB, 

thomas  e.  McCaffrey, 
ELIZABETH  I.  WILMARTH, 
ELEANOR  S.  CARPENTER, 
CHARLES  S.  HOLDEN, 

MARK  E.  ROWE, 

IRENE  T.  HILL, 
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January  4,  1916. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library : 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  condition  and  work  of  the 
library  for  the  year  ending  January  1,  1916. 

Books  Lent. 


With  the  year  1915  our  library  makes  a new  record  in  circulation,  with 
a total  of  71,425  books  lent  during  the  year.  A gain  of  6,033  over  the  cir- 
culation of  the  preceding  year  shows  a growth  exceeding  that  previously 
considered  normal.  In  1907  this  library’s  circulation  was  38,998.  In  eight 
years  the  number  of  books  lent  yearly  has  been  almost  doubled.  These 
figures  speak  for  themselves  as  do  those  I subjoin: 

Number  of  days  on  which  the  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of 
books,  305. 

Circulation  statistics,  divided  as  follows: 

Adult  department 48,914 

Children’s  department 22,511 

Outlying  schools 2,495 

1.  South  Attleboro 584 

2.  Dodgeville 259 

3.  Hebronville 504 

4.  Briggs’  Corner 238 

5.  Washington  School 910 

The  total  circulation  is  classified  as  follows,  with  two  previous  years 
added  for  reference  and  comparison: 


1915 

Per  Cent 

1914 

1913 

General  works 

2028 

2.84 

1746 

1856 

Philosophy 

519 

.73 

575 

334 

Religion 

586 

.82 

527 

499 

Sociology 

. . . . 2,588 

3.62 

2,302 

2,274 

Philology 

220 

.31 

185 

116 

Natural  science 

1,325 

1.86 

1,064 

1,083 

Useful  arts 

1,873 

2.62 

1,638 

1,364 

Fine  arts 

1,917 

2.68 

1,687 

1,427 

Literature 

2,635 

3.69 

2,414 

2,498 

History 

1,461 

2.05 

1,118 

1,205 

Travel 

1,577 

2.21 

1,761 

1,350 

Biographv 

1,260 

1.76 

1,267 

885 

Fiction 

53,436 

74.81 

49,108 

43,742 

71,425 

100.00 

65,392 

58,573 

The  unusual  impetus  in  circulation  growth  during  the  past  two  years 
must  have  a definite  cause.  This  we  attribute  largely  to  Attleboro’s  business 
depression  during  this  period  and  to  the  consequent  increase  in  the  time 
which  working  men  and  women  have  found  available  for  reading.  That 
this  is  but  a factor  contributing  to  the  increase  has  been  shown  in  the  cir- 
culation statistics  for  recent  months  of  1915  when  many  shops  have  been 
working  overtime.  During  these  months  a steady  increase  in  circulation 
over  the  same  months  of  last  year’s  business  depression  is  a gratifying  proof 
that  the  library  is  growing  in  interest  and  in  service  to  the  community. 


Registration. 


Total  numbers  of  borrowers  registered: 

December  31,  1915 8,425 

Number  of  cards  cancelled 470 

Borrowers  using  cards 7,955 

Number  of  new  registrations  during  the  year  1915. . . 770 
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Accessions. 


Books  in  the  library  January  1,  1915 17,380 

Volumes  added  up  to  January  1,  1916: 

By  purchase 1,070 

By  binding  periodicals 75 

By  gift 89 


Total 1,234 

Volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year 130 

Number  of  books  replaced 224 

Actual  number  of  books  in  the  library,  Jan.  1,  1916 18,484 


Care  of  Books. 


Lost  from  shelves  during  1915: 

Adult  department 25 

Children’s  department 29 

Reference  Room  (pamplets) 3 


The  statistics  show  an  unusually  large  number  of  books  lost.  This  is 
often  the  case  with  an  important  increase  in  circulation.  With  hundreds 
of  borrowers  passing  by  the  library  loan-desk  daily,  complete  supervision,  by 
a staff  often  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  necessary  desk- work,  is  impossible. 
The  increased  loss  of  books  is  a result. 

Selection  of  Books. 

The  selection  of  books  to  meet  the  needs  of  a heterogeneous  city  popula- 
tion challenges  all  the  imagination  of  a librarian  and  a book-committee. 
During  1915  the  present  librarian  and  her  predecessor  have  tried  to  appraise 
the  current  output  of  books  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  public  as  well  as  from 
their  own.  The  public  library  belongs  to  the  people;  it  must  meet  their 
demands  or  fail  to  justify  its  name.  The  public’s  constant  demand  for 
current  fiction  constitutes  a great  problem  in  all  public  libraries  to-day. 
Some  libraries  are  solving  this  difficulty  through  a duplicate-pay  collection. 
Other  institutions,  like  our  own,  not  ready  for  this  step,  attempt  to  supply 
the  demand,  however  unsatisfactorily,  by  the  expenditure  of  a normal  amount 
for  this  class  of  literature.  We  have  attempted  in  1915  to  give  the  public 
the  better  class  of  current  fiction  in  this  way,  but  we  cannot  overlook  the 
fact  that  the  public  has  not  been  appeased. 

During  1915  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  books  of 
and  about  music. 

Growth  of  the  work  with  children  of  the  lower  grades  made  the  purchase 
of  attractive  easy-reading  books  for  children  imperative;  a special  shelf  in 
the  Children’s  Room  is  therefore  to  be  set  aside  for  these  large-print  books. 
It  is  not  easy  to  turn  away  children  who  are  eager  for  Alcott’s  “Little  Women” 
or  Dodge’s  “Hans  Brinker”  with  the  fact  that  “they  are  out”.  To  aid  in 
this  difficulty  and  to  make  our  work  with  the  outlying  schools  more  efficient, 
duplicates  of  the  standard  books  for  boys  and  girls  have  been  purchased 
and  are  to  be  placed  on  the  shelves. 

Additions  have  also  been  made  to  the  foreign  books,  especially  to  the 
Swedish  collection. 

Stereographs  of  South  America,  Switzerland  and  Australia  have  been 
added  to  the  already  excellent  collection. 

Current,  as  well  as  the  older  standard  reference  works  of  value  are  being 
constantly  sought  and  acquired,  many  of  them  through  use  of  the  Daniel 
H.  Smith  Fund. 
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Binding. 


Number  of  Books  rebound 658 

Periodicals  bound 75 

Total 733 


Gifts. 

The  library  has  received  during  1915  continuations  of  magazine  sub- 
scriptions from  friends  to  whom  thanks  have  already  many  times  been  due, 
with  the  addition  of  the  following: 

School  Board  Journal,  from  Mr.  Edwin  Thayer. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  George  St.  John  Sheffield  for  25  volumes  of 
the  Punch  Library  of  Humor,  as  well  as  for  two  other  works;  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Woman  Suffrage  Association  for  the  gift  of  one  volume;  to  Mr. 
Edwin  Thayer  for  Haight’s  “Bar-examination  Review”;  to  Mr.  Meader 
for  two  volumes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Bankers’  Association; 
to  Mrs.  A.  H.  Paul  for  four  French  works;  to  Miss  Annie  Lewis  for  one  copy 
of  Ellis’  “Fair  Moon  of  Bath”;  to  the  fund  established  by  Mary  Baker  Eddy 
for  13  books  on  Christian  Science;  and  to  Mr.  Walter  E.  Claflin  for  four 
volumes.  The  first  volume  of  Scribner’s  Magazine,  unbound,  was  a valuable 
gift  from  Miss  Lydia  Peck. 

Reference  Work. 

That  our  reference  workers  have  been  repeatedly  overtasked  with  the 
answering  of  reference  questions  during  1915  is  the  best  proof  of  the  library’s 
growth  in  this  important  branch.  Work  with  High  School  students  has 
grown  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  Fall  term, 
the  close  of  the  High  School  session  has  found  a crowded  loan-desk  requiring 
a vast  amount  of  reference  work  from  our  assistants.  At  those  periods  when 
High  School  book  reports  are  due,  three  reference  workers,  attending  strictly 
to  the  work  in  hand,  would  not  be  too  many  to  carry  on  the  work  efficiently. 
As  with  its  present  appropriation,  the  library  is  never  able  to  provide  more 
than  one  reference  worker  for  a few  hours  at  a time,  this  phase  of  the  work 
has  had  to  suffer.  A loan-desk  assistant,  confronting  a line  of  waiting  bor- 
rowers, has  little  time  for  the  satisfactory  handling  of  reference  questions. 
A special  reference  assistant  is  a growing  need  to  whom  can  be  referred  al  1 
questions  demanding  more  than  a superficial  handling. 

This  year,  as  in  the  past,  questions  have  been  recorded;  answers  to  the 
more  difficult  have  been  filed  for  easy  access,  and  special  attention  paid  to 
specific  cataloging,  that  reference  information  might  be  made  as  accessible 
as  possible  through  the  dictionary  catalog. 

Reading-lists  on  subjects  of  current  interest,  including  those  on  immi- 
gration, notable  biographies,  and  poetry,  have  been  compiled  and  mimeo- 
graphed by  the  library  and  distributed  from  the  loan-desk,  and,  once,  to  the 
Attleboro  Round  Table.  The  list  compiled  from  the  lecture  by  William 
Lyon  Phelps  found  hearty  response  and  this,  with  the  actual  exhibit  of 
recommended  books,  did  much  to  encourage  the  reading  of  good  fiction. 

School  Work. 

With  the  hope  of  inducing  children  not  yet  card-holders  to  come  to  the 
library,  and  to  encourage  dilatory  boy  and  girl  borrowers  to  make  real  use 
. of  their  library  privileges,  the  librarian,  with  the  approval  of  Superintendent 
Fales,  began  in  October  a series  of  visits  to  the  schools.  In  a fifteen-minute 
talk  to  each  school,  some  instruction  about  the  library  and  the  use  of  books 
is  given,  a story  read  or  told,  and  application-blanks  for  library  cards  delivered 
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to  those  never  having  had  them.  These  visits  have  been  justified  by  results. 
Registration  has  been  increased  and  the  number  of  children  using  the  Chil- 
dren’s Room  augmented. 

With  the  new  year  a renewal  of  the  story  hour  at  the  library  is  also 
planned. 

Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library  (including  methods  of  finding  books 
on  the  shelves,  the  best  books  to  consult  for  reviews  and  criticisms,  the  use 
of  Poole’s  Index,  Readers’  Guide,  and  the  library  card  catalog)  has  been 
given  to  the  Freshmen  of  the  High  School. 

Work  with  the  outlying  schools  is  growing.  Because  pupils  must  now 
select  their  books  from  library  catalogs  and  lists,  the  books  they  demand, 
though  of  appealing  titles,  are  often  wholly  unsuited  to  their  ages  or  needs. 
To  settle  this  difficulty,  with  the  new  year  books  sent  out  to  the  schools  will 
be  selected  by  the  library,  through  consultation  of  the  best  graded  lists  for 
boys  and  girls.  Thus  a small,  well-selected  library  will  be  set  up  in  each 
school-room  and  the  boys  and  girls  may  select  their  books  from  examination 
of  the  books  themselves. 

One  thing  stands  out  plainly  in  the  library’s  present  work  with  children: 
the  pressing  need  of  new  quarters  for  the  Children’s  Room.  The  work  with 
boys  and  girls  has  long  outgrown  the  present  room,  and  the  increasing  noise 
and  confusion,  which  the  child  element  necessarily  causes,  must  often  annoy 
readers  in  other  parts  of  the  library.  The  large  room  in  the  basement  of  the 
library  would,  when  properly  equipped,  provide  an  excellent  Children’s 
Room,  wholly  suitable  for  the  efficient  work  which  is  under  present  conditions 
impossible.  The  equipment  of  this  room  is  an  important  step  which  the 
library  should  promptly  take. 


Branches. 

1915  marks  the  beginning  of  organization  of  the  High  School  library 
under  the  public  library’s  direction.  The  present  time  finds  the  necessary 
discards  made  and  classification  and  cataloging  nearing  completion.  If, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  School  Committee  and  High  School  faculty,  the 
librarian’s  ideal  for  a High  School  library,  equipped  with  attractive  editions 
of  up-to-date  books,  magazines  of  interest  to  the  High  School  age,  and  numer- 
ous bulletin-boards,  can  be  realized,  an  inestimable  good  to  the  High  School 
will  result. 

The  proposed  branch  at  South  Attleboro  is  still  in  an  uncertain  state, 
awaiting  village  approval. 


Building. 

Within  the  last  few  months,  various  changes  affecting  the  appearance 
of  the  library  exterior  and  interior  have  been  effected.  In  response  to  many 
requests,  a brass  hand-rail  has  been  erected  on  the  front  steps  of  the  library, 
designed  by  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Straker  and  executed  by  the  Watson  Company 
under  his  supervision,  all  as  a' gift  to  the  library.  Within,  the  card  catalog 
has  been  moved  to  a more  conspicuous  and  accessible  position  and  electric 
lights  installed  above  it.  The  swinging  doors  between  the  two  inner  refer- 
ence rooms  have  been  removed  to  admit  of  more  complete  supervision  and 
easier  access.  Increased  lighting  has  been  installed  in  the  Reading  Room. 
Both  Reading  Room  and  Children’s  Room  have  been  made  attractive  with 
growing  ferns. 


Picture  Collection. 

1915  marks  a new  library  departure  in  the  formation  and  partial  organ- 
ization of  the  Picture  Collection.  This  includes  pictorial  material  of  many 
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kinds  and,  in  time,  is  bound  to  develop  into  a very  important  part  of  the 
library’s  work.  At  present,  2700  mounted,  and  over  twice  as  many  un- 
mounted, pictures  are  included  in  the  Collection. 

Exhibits. 

As  an  innovation  the  annual  Christmas  exhibit  of  books  as  gifts  for  chil- 
dren wras  this  year  displayed  in  the  library  foyer  and  has  evidently  awakened 
considerable  interest  in  parents  and  friends  of  boys  and  girls.  The  library 
knows  of  seven  books  which  were  given  to  children  on  Christmas  as  a result 
of  the  exhibit  and  doubtless  many  suggestions  were  given  through  the  dis- 
play, which  we  can  only  guess  from  the  remarks  of  library  patrons.  The 
library  finds  this,  with  similar  exhibits,  only  one  of  the  many  attempts  of 
the  modern  library  to  “get  the  right  book  into  the  right  hands”  and  as  such 
should  be  repeated. 

Lectures. 

Library  Hall  was  open  during  1915  twice  for  lectures  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Hospital  Aid  Association. 

Advertising. 

The  publication  in  the  Attleboro  Sun  of  lists  on  topics  of  interest  to 
different  classes  of  people,  for  which  the  librarian  is  most  grateful,  has  resulted 
in  bringing  to  the  library  some  who  might  not  otherwise  have  come.  “News 
letters”  and  lists  of  current  accessions  have  been  printed  in  the  local  papers. 
The  list  “Books  Boys  Like  Best”  with  the  Attleborough  Public  Library 
imprint  was  furnished  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  free  distribution.  During 
December  the  experiment  of  sending  to  various  people  post-cards  recommend- 
ing the  best  of  the  library’s  recent  accessions  has  met  with  a certain  amount 
of  response,  but  time  will  prove  the  actual  results  of  this  new  step. 


Staff. 


In  August  of  1915  the  library  lost  in  Miss  Henry’s  resignation  from  the 
librarianship  a competent  and  unusual  leader.  Her  carefulness  and  capabi- 
lity is  evidenced  in  the  remarkable  reference  collection  which  she  formed,  in 
the  well-organized  routine  which  she  planned,  and  in  the  general  orderly 
condition  of  the  library  which  she  left.  Miss  Helen  M.  Claflin  w'as  elected 
by  the  Trustees  to  take  her  place  and  began  her  work  in  the  library  on  Sept- 
ember 1. 

In  August,  the  new  position  of  assistant  librarian  was  created  by  the 
Trustees  and  Miss  Helen  Bliss,  for  many  years  a faithful  and  capable  worker 
at  the  library  and  a graduate  of  Simmons  College  Library  School  Summer 
Course  was  chosen  to  fill  it. 

Since  .September  two  more  names,  those  of  Miss  Laura  Monnier  and 
Miss  Helen  Lincoln,  have  been  added  to  the  regular  substitute  list,  the  staff 
remaining  otherwise  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

Conclusion. 

f 

The  past  year  has  been  the  busiest  year  of  the  library’s  existence.  And 
yet  we  are  agreed  in  the  belief  that  the  library  is  not  helping  all  to  whom  it 
might  be  of  great  interest  and  even  vital  importance.  The  ideal  which  the 
modern  library  must  place  above  every  other  motive  is  “Service”.  Equipped 
with  a beautiful  building,  the  Attleborough  Public  Library  has  an  unusual 
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opportunity  to  serve,  if  it  will.  And  if,  sometimes,  beauty  must  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  give  way  to  the  higher  thing,  service,  we  believe  we  shall  have 
gained  the  greater  good. 

The  library’s  imperative  need  for  the  coming  year  is  that  it  come  more 
fully  into  its  own,  realize  more  completely  its  unlimited  powers  for  good.  In 
the  Library  Journal  for  August,  1915,  I find  the  following  words  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Bostwick,  librarian  of  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library:  ..  ..  “Whereas  a 
century  ago  (in  libraries)  there  were  simply  stored  books  with  no  appliances 
to  do  anything  but  keep  them  safe,  we  now  find  in  library’  buildings  all  sorts 
of  devices  to  facilitate  the  quick  and  efficient  use  of  the  books  both  in  the 
building  and  in  the  readers’  homes,  to-gether  with  other  devices  to  stimulate 
a desire  to  use  books  among  those  who  have  not  yet  felt  it;  to  train  children 
to  use  and  love  books;  to  interest  the  public  in  things  that  will  lead  to  the 
use  of  books.”  The  modern  public  library  is  a thing  of  many  phases  and 
diverse  interests,  its  keynote:  helpfulness. 

The  ideal  of  the  Attleborough  Public  Library  during  1916  as  held  forth 
to  the  least  apprentice  will  be  that  in  the  two  words:  for  service. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  M.  CHAFLIN, 

Librarian. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Municipal  Council: — 

Gentlemen: — 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  1915. 

This  Department  has  the  general  care  of  all  public  highways,  (streets 
and  sidewalks)  construction  of  new  streets  and  sidewalks,  street  lighting, 
street  sprinkling,  street  signs  and  house  numbering,  street  cleaning,  and  all 
work  connected  with  surface  drainage;  sewers,  including  filter  beds;  water 
system,  including  reservoir,  filter  beds,  standpipe  and  Pumping  Station, 
except  the  collection  of  water  rates  and  other  bills  incident  to  the  various 
departments;  and  general  supervision  over  all  engineering  work  which  is 
done  by  the  engineer  of  this  department. 

Owing  to  sickness,  death  and  other  causes,  there  have  been  several 
changes  in  this  Department  during  the  past  year.  The  present  organization 
is  as  follows:  Samuel  Dyer,  Engineer;  Robert  Beverage,  Foreman  Water 

and  Sewers;  Lester  Ainsworth,  Foreman  Highways. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  OFFICE. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  tar  concrete,  curbing,  sewer  and  water 
pipe,  coal  for  the  Pumping  .Station,  etc.  Minimum  rates  and  excess  water 
bills,  service  connections,  repairs,  and  other  charges  of  the  various  depart- 
ments have  been  billed  and  delivered  to  the  City  Collector.  Betterment 
assessments  for  sidewalks  and  curbing  have  been  made  for  the  Assessors. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT. 

I 

A careful  survey,  plans  and  estimates  have  been  made  for  paving  the 
Loop;  detail  plans  for  Deantown  Road  and  Tiffany  Street  bridges;  an  accur- 
ate survey  of  the  Rifle  Range  for  the  land  court,  together  with  a study  and 
detail  plans  of  the  target  butts;  survey  for  the  Duranleau  Suit;  a complete 
survey  and  plan  of  the  City  Poor  Farm  and  bounds  set  at  all  the  corners; 
and  an  investigation  of  the  property  lines  of  the  West  Street  School  lot. 

Survey  and  investigation  has  also  been  made  for  the  straightening  of 
Mechanics  Street;  new  bridges  on  Bank  Street  and  Water  Street;  the  widen- 
ing of  South  Main,  Mill,  and  Union  Streets;  proposed  surface  drains  and 
proposed  water  pipe  extensions. 

For  the  Committee  on  Streets,  Bridges,  and  Lighting;  surveys,  plans, 
profiles  and  estimates  have  been  made  of  Summer  Street,  Lexington  Ave., 
Thirteenth  Street,  Fifth  Street,  Bank  Street,  and  East  Street. 

This  Department  has  also  made  a record  of  the  new  water  pipe  laid  and 
valves  placed;  located,  recorded,  and  inspected  the  new  sewer  connections, 
and  superintended  the  construction  of  the  surface  drains  on  Wall  Street, 
Dean  Street,  Fifth  Street,  and  the  Cummings  Park  drain. 

Street  lines  and  grades  have  been  given  abutters,  upon  request,  and  for 
the  laying  of  curbing  and  tar  walks,  and  for  the  construction  of  Bank  Street 
and  Pleasant  Street  paving. 
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HIGHWAYS. 

In  the  spring  all  the  streets  in  the  City  were  scraped,  gutters  cleaned, 
water  ways  opened  and  put  in  good  shape  for  the  summer  travel.  In  like 
manner  a large  number  of  the  streets  were  scraped  in  the  fall. 

Our  object  this  year  has  been  to  get  the  main  arteries  leading  out'of  the 
City  in  as  good  condition  as  possible.  Working  along  these  lines  we  have 
rebuilt,  or  repaired,  Bank  Street,  Pleasant  Street,  North  Main  Street,  Com- 
monwealth Ave.,  County  Street,  Thacher  Street,  South  Ave.,  West  Street, 
Newport  Ave.,  South  Main  Street,  Park  Street  to  the  Attleboro  Sanitarium, 
West  Street  from  North  Main  Street  to  North  Ave.,  and  one  side  of  North 
Avenue  to  the  City  Line.  This  took  care  of  all  the  main  arteries  lead- 
ing out  of  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  Park  Street  from  Attleboro 
Sanitarium  to  Briggs  Corner.  This  section  we  hope  to  improve  the  com- 
ing year. 


BANK  STREET. 

Bank  Street,  from  Park  Street  to  the  railroad  crossing,  was  resurfaced 
with  three  and  one-half  inches  of  asphalt  macadam,  Texas  asphalt  being 
used  as  a binder.  The  existing  surface  of  the  road  was  first  scarified  to  the 
depth  of  about  five  inches  and  this  material  taken  away  and  used  to  rebuild 
adjacent  streets.  The  soft  places  in  the  road,  occasioned  by  trench  exca- 
vations, were  dug  out  and  refilled  with  crushed  stone  and  the  whole  surface 
of  the  road  was  given  a thin  coating  of  fresh  stone  and  rolled  to  a smooth 
hard  surface,  after  which  a layer  of  sand  was  spread  over  the  road  to  fill 
the  voids.  A layer  of  number  one  stone  was  then  placed  on  the  road  and 
rolled  to  a depth  of  about  three  inches.  This  was  penetrated  with  one 
and  three-quarter  gallons  of  Texas  asphalt,  by  the  hand  pouring  method, 
after  which  it  was  covered  with  a layer  of  number  two  stone.  This  was 
rolled  until  all  the  voids  were  filled,  and  after  brooming  off  the  surplus  stone, 
with  wire  brooms,  a seal  coat  of  three-quarter  gallons  was  applied  by  the 
above  method.  This  was  followed  immediately  with  stone  chips  and  rolled 
to  a finished  surface.  The  total  cost  of  the  work  was  seventy-four  ($.74) 
cents  per  sq.  yd.,  or  a total  of  $2,214.20,  local  stone  from  the  City  crusher 
being  used. 


PLEASANT  STREET. 

Pleasant  Street,  from  the  Taunton  Branch  Bridge  to  Starkey  Ave.,  was 
rebuilt  with  asphalt  macadam,  Standard  Binder  “B”  and  local  stone  being 
used. 

This  street  was  originally  built  with  water  bound  macadam,  but  had 
worn  so  thin  that  in  the  rebuilding,  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  all 
that  was  left  of  the  original  road  and  build  entirely  new.  The  material 
removed  was  used,  with  good  results,  in  improving  adjacent  streets. 

The  average  thickness  of  this  road  is  six  inches,  five  inches  on  the  sides 
and  seven  inches  in  the  center,  with  a top  surfacing  similar  to  Bank  Street. 
The  cost  of  the  road  was  one  and  15-100  ($1.15)  dollars  per  sq.  yd.,  or  a 
total  cost  of  $4,853.63. 

The  following  streets  were  improved  with  the  material  taken  from  Bank 
Street  and  Pleasant  Street  with  some  new  material  added  for  the  surface; 
Bicknell  Street;  Hope  Street  westerly  450;  Leroy  Street;  Sanford  Street; 
Florence  Street;  Shaw  Street,  Shaw  Ave.,  Horton  Street;  Brook  Street; 
Falmouth  Street  to  Holman  Street;  Parker  Street;  Park  Avenue  to  East 
Street;  James  Street;  Park  Ave.  to  Pearl  Street. 
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MACADAM  STREET  RESURFACED. 

South  Main  Street,  Park  Street  to  Mill  Street,  east  side;  Mill  Street, 
Railroad  Arch  to  Union  Street;  Union  Street,  Park  Street  to  Capron  Street; 
Capron  Street;  Pine  Street,  Park  Street  to  Pearl  Street;  Emory  Street,  Brook 
Street  300'  easterly;  Park  Street,  Union  to  Pine;  Dunham  Street,  Union 
to  Pine;  Wall  Street,  County  Street  to  River  Bridge. 

GRAVEL  STREETS  REBUILT. 

Union  Street,  Capron  Street  to  Carpenter;  South  Main  Street,  Thacher 
Brook  to  Hebron  ville  Bridge;  Mechanics  Street,  Hodges  Street  to  River 
Bridge;  Thacher  Street,  County  Street  to  Snell  Street;  South  Ave.,  and 
West  Streets,  from  Uhlig  Farm  to  Orr’s  factory;  and  North  Ave.,  easterly 
side,  West  Street  to  North  Attleboro  Line.  A portion  of  North  Main  Street 
and  Commonwealth  Ave.,  and  Bank  Street,  Railroad  crossing  to  Bungay 
River  Bridge;  Forest  Street,  from  Emory  Street  to  Horton  Street,  were 
given  a good  coat  of  gravel.  After  rolling  and  finishing  these  streets,  they 
were  opened  to  the  traffic  for  a short  time  and  then  given  a coat  of  heavy 
asphalt  oil,  which  in  a large  measure  preserved  their  surfaces. 

Two  streets  have  been  accepted  as  City  ways,  under  the  new  City  Ordi- 
nances whereby  the  abutters  are  required  to  bring  the  proposed  street  to 
within  six  inches  of  the  finished  grade. 

SUMMER  STREET. 

Summer  Street,  from  Mary  Street  easterly  a distance  of  370',  was  the 
first  street  accepted.  This  street  was  in  such  shape  that  the  abutters  were 
not  required  to  expend  any  money.  The  material  on  the  street  was  exca- 
vated to  a depth  of  eight  inches  below  finished  grade  and  used  as  filling  to 
widen  the  street  to  its  full  width.  Eight  inches  of  gravel  was  then  placed 
on  the  road  and  given  a thorough  rolling,  and  about  six  inches  of  gravel 
\yas  placed  on  the  sidewalks.  Total  cost,  $375.00. 

FIFTH  STREET. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  had  been  two  grades  used  in  developing  this 
street,  a compromise  grade  had  to  be  established.  The  abutters  were  re- 
quired, and  did  spend  a considerable  sum  of  money,  to  grade  this  street  to 
conform  to  the  City  Ordinances. 

The  location  of  this  street,  at  the  foot  of  a side  hill,  and  the  grade  estab- 
lished, necessitated  the  construction  of  a surface  drain  nearly  the  whole 
length  of  the  street,  and  the  construction  of  nine  catch  basins.  The  outlet 
of  this  drain  is  through  the  land  of  Ellis  Mattson,  an  easement  for  which 
was  given  to  the  City,  and  empties  into  the  Wolfenden  Drain.  The  road 
and  walks  were  graded  the  whole  length  and  given  a coat  of  gravel.  Curb- 
ing was  set  on  the  northerly  side  from  County  Street  to  Prospect  Street, 
and  on  the  easterly  side  of  Prospect  Street  adjoining  the  High  School  prop- 
erty. Prospect  Street  was  maeadamed  from  Fifth  Street  northerly  about 
200'.  This  portion  of  the  street  is  very  steep  and  had  it  not  been  repaired 
would  have  washed  badly.  Total  cost  of  work,  $2,425. 

OILING. 

A total  of  35.2  miles  of  streets  have  been  oiled  this  year,  divided  as  follows: 

Heavy  Asphalt 9.0  miles 

Light  Asphalt 10.2  “ 

Tarvia  “B” 3.6 

Dustoline 12.4  “ 

In  addition  12.2  miles  of  street  car  track  have  been  oiled  with  Dustoline. 
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TOOLS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

In  general,  the  equipment  in  this  Department  has  nearly  outlived  its 
usefulness.  The  water  wagon  tanks  are  badly  rotted  so  that  only  two  of 
the  four  can  be  used  at  all;  the  boiler  of  the  old  steam  roller  has  been  retubed 
and  other  repairs  made,  and  with  some  expense  each  year  can  be  used  for 
a few  years  longer;  repairs  are  needed  on  the  Crusher,  and  a considerable 
amount  will  have  to  be  spent  on  the  engine,  or  an  electric  motor  installed; 
the  road  machines  are  all  in  poor  shape.  We  have  purchased  this  year  one 
new  road  machine,  one  oil  distributor  wagon,  two  asphalt  heating  kettles, 
one  gasoline  trench  pump,  and  one  6"  centrifugal  pump,  the  cost  of  these 
being  apportioned  to  the  Highway  and  Water  Departments. 

The  Buffalo  Pitts  Scarifying  Steam  Roller,  which  the  City  rented  in 
the  fall  with  the  option  of  purchase,  is  certainly  a most  valuable  and  econ- 
omical machine,  and  one  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  try  to  do  without,  as 
the  old  roller  will  not  stand  up  under  rough  hard  work.  With  the  new  one 
it  will  be  possible  to  improve  several  more  miles  of  streets  with  the  usual 
appropriation.  I earnestly  hope  that  the  Council  will  see  fit  to  purchase 
this  machine. 


BRIDGES. 

The  River  Bridges  are,  with  few  exceptions,  in  very  bad  shape.  The 
floor  timbers  and  flooring  are  badly  rotted,  and  it  is  only  a question  of  a 
short  time  when  they  will  all  have  to  be  rebuilt.  The  usual  maintenance 
repairs  have  been  made  on  the  various  bridges. 


DEANTOWN  BRIDGE. 

This  year  Deantown  Road  bridge  needed  repairs  and  on  investigation 
it  was  found  that  the  floor  timbers  were  so  badly  rotted  and  the  abuttments 
so  weak  that  it  had  to  be  rebuilt.  One  new  concrete  abutment  was  built 
and  the  other  faded  with  concrete.  Steel  I beams  were  then  placed,  and 
by  laying  a few  additional  new  planks  we  were  enabled  to  use  the  old  floor- 
ing, which  will  be  good  for  a few  years,  after  which  a concrete  floor  should 
be  laid,  as  the  I beams  were  figured  heavy  enough  to  carry  the  additional 
load. 


TIFFANY  STREET  BRIDGE. 

This  bridge  was  found  to  be  in  worse  shape  than  Deantown  Bridge,  and 
was  rebuilt  by  facing  the  old  abutments  with  concrete  and  extending  new 
abutments  up  stream  eight  feet.  Steel  I beams  were  then  placed  and  in- 
cased in  concrete.  A reinforced  concrete  floor  was  placed  on  this  bridge. 
Owing  to  the  cold  weather,  only  one-half  of  the  floor  was  built,  the  remain- 
der will  be  finished  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits. 

This  bridge  when  completed  will  have  a roadway  eighteen  feet  wide  and 
two  sidewalks,  each  five  feet  wide. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  water  we  had  to  contend  with,  and  the 
fact  that  one-half  of  the  bridge  had  to  be  open  for  traffic  at  all  times,  this 
job  dragged  and  added  considerable  to  the  expense  of  construction. 


SIDEWALKS  AND  CURBING. 

New  tar  concrete  walks  have  been  constructed  this  year,  under  contract 
with  R.  H.  Jones,  on  the  following  streets: 
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Howard  Ave.,  easterly  side,  Park  St.  southerly 131  sq.  yds. 

Ellis  St.,  easterly  side,  Olive  St.  northerly 68  “ “ 

Maple  St.,  southerly  side,  Maple  St.  to  Pine  St 336  “ “ 

Hodges  St.,  both  sides.  John  St.  to  Elizabeth  St 293 

Elizabeth  St.,  southerly  side,  Hodges  St.  westerly 38  “ “ 

John  St.,  southerly  side,  Hodges  St.  westerly 55  “ “ 

Park  St.,  resurfacing 125  “ “ 

New  Curbing  has  been  set  on  the  following  streets: 

Park  St.,  southerly  side,  South  Main  St.  easterly 165  ft. 

Jefferson  St.,  north  westerly  side,  Fifth  St.  to  Third  St 735  “ 

Hodges  St.,  both  sides,  John  St.  to  Elizabeth  St 380  “ 

Elizabeth  St.,  southerly  side,  Hodges  St.  easterly 48  “ 

Maple  St.,  southerly  side,  South  Main  St.  to  Lafayette  St 239  “ 

Prospect  St.,  easterly  side,  Fifth  St.  northerly 301  “ 

Fifth  St.,  northerly  side,  County  St.  to  Prospect  St 360  “ 


BRICK  CROSS  WALKS  ON  CONCRETE  FOUNDATIONS. 

Crossing  Sanford  St.  at  North  Main  St. 

Fifth  St.  at  County  St. 

Sixth  St.  at  County  St. 

Olive  St.  at  County  St. 

Peck  St.  at  Pleasant  St. 

Shaw  St.  at  Pleasant  St. 

THACHER  BROOK  AND  TEN  MILE  RIVER. 

Thacher  Brook  from  the  Taunton  Branch  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  R. 
R.  to  Maple  Street  and  the  Ten  Mile  River  from  the  Sixth  Street  to  about 
300'  northwesterly  of  County  Street,  have  been  cleaned  this  year  and  were 
found  in  a filthy  condition.  They  are  both,  particularly  Thacher  Brook, 
evidently  favorite  places  for  dumping  rubbish,  and  I would  recommend 
that  some  action  be  taken  to  abate  this  nuisance. 


STREET  CLEANING. 

Three  street  cleaning  patrols  have  been  maintained  this  year  in  the 
center  of  the  City. 

CATCH  BASIN  CLEANING. 

The  usual  amount  of  work  of  cleaning  and  maintaining  the  Catch  Basins 
in  a sanitary  conditioif  has  been  done  this  year. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 
DECEMBER  31,  1915. 

Total  Appropriations $60,025.00 

Expenditures: 

Administration $3,518.32 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,495.32 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 9,000 . 00 

Signs,  Clock  and  Numbering 112.45 

Highway  Maintenance: 

Office  and  Engineering $158.96 

Bridge  Materials 1,363.38 

Labor 20,381.91 

Teaming 6,764.57 
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Machinery  and  Tools 3,766.45 

Oil  and  Fuel 1,075.19 

Stone  and  Gravel 2,887 . 09 

Teams  and  Auto 2,642.86 

Repairs 1,518.91 

Street  Cleaning,  Labor 1,466.19 

Care  of  Common,  Labor 333.00 

Insurance 618.24 

Incidentals 623.09 


$43,599.84 


$59,725.93 


Unexpended  Balance  December  31,  1915 


$299.07 


Total  Expenditures $59,725.93 

Total  Revenue 

Sidewalk  Betterment $58.39 

Curbing  Betterment 364.45 

Charges  for  material  and  labor  . . 468.20 

$891.04 


Net  Cost  of  Department  for  the  year $58,834.89 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

In  submitting  to  you  a brief  regime  of  this  Department,  I would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  all  our  expenses,  both  maintenance  and  construc- 
tion exclusive  of  the  repairs  on  the  Standpipe,  have  been  kept  well  within 
our  receipts.  Thus  the  goal  which  the  Water  Commissioners  diligently 
sought  has  actually  been  reached.  In  our  recommendations  for  the  coming 
year  we  have  asked  for  only  the  amount  which  we  estimate  our  receipts  will 
cover, — this  amount  to  include  all  maintenance  expenses,  together  with  the 
usual  construction  work  which  seems  to  average  about  one  mile  of  main 
line  extension  and  the  required  services  and  meters. 

It  is  true  that  extensive  construction  work  will  be  needed  in  the  near 
future;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  City  will  find  some  means  of  financing  it 
so  that  the  Department  debt  will  not  again  increase  beyond  that  point  where 
it  can  be  maintained  by  the  receipts  from  the  supply  of  water. 

PUMPING  STATION  AND  COTTAGE. 

The  new  Snow  Pump  is  doing  excellent  service,  and  gives  evidence  of 
meeting  in  every  way  the  expectations  of  the  Board  under  whose  direction 
it  was  installed.  The  cottage  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  at  a mod- 
erate expense.  All  things  pertaining  to  the  Station,  Cottage  and  grounds 
are  in  good  condition,  and  present  an  appearance  of  efficiency  and  care. 

STANDPIPE. 

The  repairs  on  the  Standpipe,  which  were  begun  the  latter  part  of  1914 
were  satisfactorily  completed,  and  the  work  accepted  by  the  Council  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  Sewers,  and  Drains.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  defects 
in  the  waterproofing  as  yet,  and  more  than  a year  has  elapsed  since  that 
part  of  the  work  was  done. 

RESERVOIR. 

There  has  been  very  little  occasion  for  work  at  the  Reservoir  this  year, 
with  the  exception  of  building  anew  one  of  the  concrete  abutments  at  the 
spillway  which  was  found  to  be  cracked  and  gradually  but  rapidly  break- 
ing away. 
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MAIN  LINE. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  table  that  all  main  lines  laid  this 
year  have  been  6-inch  pipe.  The  domestic  supply  which  can  be  obtained 
from  a 2-inch,  or  even  smaller,  pipe,  is  the  first  consideration;  but  fire  pro- 
tection is  essential,  and  that  cannot  be  given  with  less  than  a 6-inch  pipe. 
From  our  work  this  year  it  is  evident  that  much  of  the  small  pipe,  in  the 
central  part  of  the  City  especially,  will  very  soon  have  to  be  replaced  by 
larger  pipe. 


SERVICES  AND  METERS. 

On  account  of  a lesser  amount  of  building  than  in  former  years,  the 
expense  of  services  and  meters  has  been  somewhat  reduced;  but  a great 
deal  of  labor  has  been  expended  in  putting  into  perfect  condition  many  ser- 
vices, service  gates,  waste  valves  and  meters  that  were  found  defective. 


HYDRANTS  AND  GATES. 


Special  attention,  and  an  unusual  amount  of  it,  has  been  given  to 
hydrants  and  gates.  Those  found  in  questionable  condition  have  been  re- 
placed with  new,  additional  ones  have  been  installed,  and  all  have  been 
carefully  tested.  In  company  with  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  the 
water  pressure  for  fire  service  has  been  taken  at  various  hydrants  through- 
out the  City.  The  test  showed  conclusively  that  no  more  small  pipe  should 
be  laid,  and  the  work  of  replacing  that  which  is  already  laid  should  be  given 
early  attention. 

In  general  this  Department  is  in  good  condition  so  far  as  the  service 
and  domestic  supply  goes,  and  in  some  portions  of  the  City  the  fire  service 
is  adequate.  Another  trunk  line  from  the  station,  and  a few  larger  dis- 
tributing mains,  would  give  nearly  the  entire  City  excellent  fire  protection. 
This  should  be  the  next  consideration  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
system . 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT 
DECEMBER  31,  1915. 


Appropriations 

For  General  Maintenance 

Sinking  Fund 

Serial  Bonds 

Interest  on  Bonds 


$33,750.00 

10,000.00 

11,000.00 

23,535.00 

$78,285.00 


Expenditures: 


Maintenance 

Pumping  Station $7,565 . 70 

Pay-Roll 4,757.87 

Salaries 1,273.30 

Office  and  Telephones 568.24 

Autos  and  Teams 1,008.10 

Tools  and  Equipment 376.93 

Incidentals 262.57 

Shop  and  Barn 297.44 

Insurance 767.34 

Pipe  System 169.49 

Repairs 218.44 


$17,265.42 
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Construction: 

Pay  Roll.. 
Standpipe. 
Meters. . . . 
Main  Line 
Services . . . 


Indebtedness: 

Sinking  Fund 

Serial  Bonds 

Interest  on  Bonds 


$3,026.83 

3.625.00 
2,044.50 

4.406.01 
364.60 

$13,466.94 


$10,000.00 

11,000.00 

23,535.00 

$44,535.00 


Unexpended  Balance  Dec.  31,  1915 


REVENUE  OF  WATER  DEPARTMENT 
YEAR  OF  1915. 


Uncollected  Bills  January  1,  1915 $1,515.72 

Meter  Allowance,  January  1 to  December  31 17,142.50 

Rent  of  Meters 5,658.10 

Excess  Water 31,580.93 

Laying  Services 2,024.07 

Repair  Work 526 . 68 

Ice  Contract 660.00 

Hydrant  Rental 14,340.00 


Cash  received  by  City  Collector $69,666.84 

Abatements 452 . 22 

Uncollected  Bills  December  31,  1915 3,328.94 


PUMPING  RECORDS. 
TOTALS  PER  MONTH. 


Month 

January. . . 
February. . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August. . . . 
September 
October. . . 
November. 
December. 


Hours 

Coal 

Pumping 

Consumed 

. 291 

70,590 

. 248 

64,500 

. 279 

65,790 

. 277 

61,530 

. 311 

73,100 

. 329 

75,300 

. 324 

69,500 

. 327 

69,200 

. 302 

69,000 

. 304 

70,020 

. 308 

70,080 

. 295 

67,250 

.3,595 

825,860 

$75,267.36 

3,017.64 


$73,448.00 


$73,448.00 


Gallons 

Pumped 

26,592,008 

23,885,289 

25,884,734 

27,652,314 

31,080,443 

34,022,473 

28,390,912 

28,752,449 

29,508,458 

30,766,623 

29,284,144 

26,271,446 


Totals 


342.091,293 
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PUMPING  RECORDS. 
DAILY  AVERAGES  PER  MONTH. 


Hours 

Coal 

Gallons 

Month 

Pumping 

Consumed 

Pumped 

January 

9-24 

2,279 

857,806 

February 

8-40 

2,304 

853,046 

March 

9-55 

2,122 

834,991 

April 

9-15 

2,051 

921,743 

May 

10-45 

2,358 

1,002,594 

June 

11-38 

2,510 

1,134,082 

July 

10-27 

2,242 

915,836 

August 

10-33 

2,232 

927,498 

September 

10-3 

2,300 

983,615 

October 

9-49 

2,258 

992,471 

November 

10-16 

3,336 

976,138 

December 

9-32 

2,169 

847,466 

Totals 

9-51 

2,262 

937,239 

MAIN  PIPE  EXTENSIONS. 


Total 

Cost 

Street 

Length 

Size 

Cost 

Per  Foot 

Angeline 

236 

6" 

$236.14 

$1.00 

Bishop 

313 

6" 

313.48 

1.00 

Brown 

412 

6" 

537.11 

1.30 

Dunham 

731 

6" 

682.98 

.93 

East 

230 

6" 

194.10 

.84 

Holden 

192 

6" 

173.85 

.91 

Tefferson 

351 

6" 

311.69 

.89 

Lawn 

169 

6" 

167.93 

.99 

May 

1,391 

6" 

1,191.67 

.86 

Milton  Ave 

226 

6" 

205.46 

.91 

Steere 

128 

6" 

132.00 

1.03 

Turner 

294 

6" 

303.70 

1.03 

Totals 

4,673 

$4,450.11 

$ .95 

SERVICES 

LAID. 

Cost 

Cost 

Size 

Number 

Length 

Main 

Box 

Total 

Cost 

to  Box 

to  House 

Cost 

Per  foot 

1"... 

58 

3,567 

$667.20 

$735.80 

$1,403.00 

$.393 

2"... 

1 

493 

281.92 

281.92 

.571 

6"... 

3 

911 

61.50 

1,006.35 

1,067.85 

1.172 

62 

4,971 

$728.70 

$2,024.07 

$2,752.77 
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WATER  DEPARTMENT  STATISTICS. 


GENERAL 


Date  of  Construction  (By  Fire  District) 1873 

Date  taken  over  by  the  Town 1894 

Cost  of  Works  to  date $889,186.87 

Bonded  Debt  at  this  date $599,500.00 

Value  of  Sinking  Fund $132,112.47 

Source  of  Supply Circular  Wells  near  Seven  Mile  River 

Mode  of  Supply Pumping  to  Standpipe 

Gravity  from  Standpipe  to  Mains 


PUMPING 


Pumps  used Deane,  Barr  and  Snow 

Coal  used Bituminous 

Price  of  Coal  per  gross  ton,  delivered $4.90 

Coal  consumed  for  the  year 825,860  lbs. 

Total  Pumpage  for  the  year 342,091,293  gallons 

Average  static  head  against  which  pumps  work 242  feet 

Average  suction  lift 14  feet 

Gallons  pumped  per  pound  of  coal 414.2 


CONSUMPTION 


Estimated  Population  supplied 18,200 

Total  Consumption  for  year 342,091,293 

Average  daily  consumption 937,239 

Gallons  per  day  to  each  inhabitant 51.5 


DISTRIBUTION 


Kind  of  pipe  used,  Mains Cast  Iron,  Class  “B,”  Specifications 

A.  W.  W.  A. 


Kind  of  pipe  used,  Services 

Extension  of  Main  Lines 

Small  Mains  replaced  with  6"  pipe 

Total  now  in  use 

Number  of  leaks  during  year.  % 

Public  Hydrants  added 

Private  Hydrants  added 

Old  Hydrants  replaced  with  new 

Number  of  Public  Hydrants  now  in  use 

Number  of  Services  added 

Number  of  Services  relaid 

Number  now  in  use 

Range  of  pressure  on  Mains 


Wrought  Iron,  Cement  lined 

3882  feet 

791  feet 

67.487  miles 

54 

9 

3 


487 

54 

8 

2922 

85  to  115  lbs. 


PRESENT  BONDED  INDEBTEDNESS  OF  THE  WATER 
DEPARTMENT  DECEMBER  31,  1915. 


4’s  J.  and  J.,  January  1,  1919 $20,000.00 

3J^’s  J.  and  J.,  due  January  1,  1921 10,000.00 

3J^’s  O.  and  A.,  due  April  1,  1921 20,000.00 

4’s  A.  and  O.,  due  October  1,  1922 , 25,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1923 35,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1924 40,000.00 
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4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  Julv  1,  1926 25,000.00 

4’s  L and  J.,  due  July  1,  1927 10,000.00 

4’s  T.  and  J.,  due  July,  1,  1928 13,000.00 

3^'sJ.  and  J.,  due  Julv  1,  1929 15,000.00 

3^’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1930 12,000.00 

33^’s  O.  and  A.,  due  April  1,  1932 ~ 30,000.00 

4’s  O.  and  A.,  due  April  1,  1933 30,000.00 

4’s  O.  and  A.,  due  April  1,  1934 20,000.00 

3i^'s  M . and  S.,  due  March  1,  1935 100,000.00 

3J^’s  N.  and  M.,  due  November  1,  1935 50,000.00 

4’s  A.  and  O..  due  April  1,  1916-1934 38,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1916-1918 5,000.00 

4’s  J.,  and  J.,  due  January  1,  1916-1919 5,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1916-1928 28,500.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1929-1940 24,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  Julv  1,  1916-1930 15,000.00 

4’s  J.  and  J.,  due  July  1,  1916-1941 29,000.00 


Total  Bonds  outstanding $599,500.00 

Sinking  Fund  Assets 132,112.47 


Net  Debt,  December  31,  1915 $467,387.53 


REPORT  OF  RAINFALL 
YEAR  1915. 


Month 
January.  . 
February. , 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August. . . . 
September 
October . . . 
November . 
December. 


Amount 
7.02  inches 
2.46  “ 

.07  “ 

1 22  “ 
1.89  “ 

6.78  “ 
4.72  “ 
5.67  “ 

.83  “ 
1,66  “ 
2.61  “ 
5.23  “ 


Total 


40. 16  inches 


WATER  ANALYSIS  -CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO 
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LIST  OF  HYDRANTS. 

NOTE: — In  the  following  list,  the  kind  of  hydrant  is  designated  by  a 
letter.  Thus  C-Corey,  L-Ludlow,  M-Mossberg,  RDW-R.D.  Wood.  The 
number  of  outlets  for  hose  attachment  is  shown  by  the  figure  following 
the  letter — Thus  C2  indicates  a two  way  Corey  or  L3  means  a three  way 
Ludlow. 


Street. 


Location. 


Kind  and  Size. 


Adamsdale  Rd . . . 

E. 

E. 

Alder  St 

W. 

Alvin  St 

E. 

Angell  St 

E. 

Atwood  St 

N. 

Bacon  St 

s. : 

c < 

Bailey  St 

o.  , 

S.  ! 

Qank  St 

W. 

E. 

r>. 

E. 

Benefit  St 

W. 

Bicknell  St 

W . 

S.  5 

S.  ! 

N. 

Bishop  St 

At 

Bourne  Ave 

W. 

Brown  St 

N. 

XT 

In  . 

N. 

Brownell  St 

N. 

Bushee  St 

N. 

Carpenter  St 

W. 

Charles  St 

N. 

Church  St 

N. 

Claflin  St 

N. 

N. 

Cliff  St 

S.  5 

S.  ! 

County  St 

E. 

Side,  300'  No.  Highland  Ave C 3 

Side,  600'  No.  Highland  Ave C 3 

. Side,  opp.  Ottawa  St C 3 

Side,  cor.  Orange  St C 3 

Side,  cor.  Foley  St L 3 

Side,  400'  East  of  James  St L 3 

Side,  400'  So.  of  Allen  St L 3 

Side,  cor.  Pond  St L 3 

Side,  near  Railroad L 4 

. Side,  300'  N.  of  Park  St L 4 

Side,  opp.  Sanford  St L.  4 

Side,  cor.  Dean L 3 

Side,  cor.  Peck  St L 3 

. Side,  cor.  Oak  St C 3 

. Side,  500'  N.  of  Oak  St C 3 

Side,  cor.  Bank L 3 

Side,  300'  E.  of  Bank  St L 3 

Side,  700'  E.  of  Bank  St C 3 

Cor.  Arnold  St C 2 

Side,  450'  S.  of  South  Main L 3 

Side,  cor.  Sycamore  Ave C 3 

Side,  1,500'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

Side,  400'  E.  or  Robinson  Ave C 3 

Side,  cor.  Hazel L 3 

Side,  cor.  Globe  St C 3 

Side,  cor.  Hazel C 2 

Side,  opp.  Walter  St L 3 

Side,  cor.  South  Main  St L 3 

Side,  125'  E.  of  No.  Main  St L 2 

Side,  400'  E.  of  No.  Main  St L 2 

Side,  150'  E.  of  Second  St M2 

Side,  400'  E.  of  Second  St C 2 

Side,  200'  S.  of  County  St C 4 

W.  Side,  250'  S.  of  County  St RDW  4 

E.  Side,  opp.  Water  Works  Road L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  First  St L 2 

W.  Side,  opp.  Wall  St L 4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Third  St L 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  Fifth  St C 4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Eldredge 12 

W.  Side,  cor.  Dennis L 2 

W.  Side,  opp.  Twelfth L 2 

E.  Side,  150'  S.  of  13th  St C 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  14th  St L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Oakland  Ave I,  3 

W.  Side,  350'  W.  Thacher  St' L 3 

W.  Side,  800'  S.  Thacher  St C.  3 

W.  Side,  1,300'  S.  Thacher  St C 3 

W.  Side,  1,800'  S.  Thacher  St C 3 
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Street. 


Location. 


Kind  and  Size. 


Cumberland  Ave 

Davis  Ave 

Dean  St 

Dennis  St 

Dexter  St 

Dunham  St 


East  St 

Elizabeth  St 
Emory  St . . 


Fairview  Ave 
Falmouth  St. 


Fifth  St.  . . 
First  St. . . . 

Fisher  St.  . 

Florence  St 
Foley  St. . . 
Forest  St. . 


Fourth  St 


Garden  St 
George  St. 


Goff  Ave 

Gustin  Ave.  . . 
Hawthorne  St. 
Hayward  St. . . 
Hazel  St 


. W.  Side,  400'  N.  Newport  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  900'  N.  Newport  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  1,400'  N.  Newport  Ave C 3 

. E.  Side,  cor.  Park  St C 3 

. S.  Side,  200'  E.  of  No.  Main L 3 

S.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Bank L3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Foster  St L 3 

. W.  Side,  opp.  Eldredge  St C 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Jefferson C 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Franklin C 3 

. N.  Side,  550'  E.  South  Main L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Hazel  St C 3 

N.  Side,  400'  E.  Hazel  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Park  Ave C 2 

N.  Side,  400'  E.  of  Park  Ave C 2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Crandall  Court L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Thacher  Brook C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Robbins  St C 3 

N.  Side,  300'  W.  of  Tappan  Ave C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Union  St ..L  3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Parker L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Hodges  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  Morey  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Brook  St L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Sturdy L 2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Forest L 3 

S.  Side,  420'  E.  of  So.  Main M 2 

S.  Side,  350'  E.  of  Morey  St C 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Brook  St L 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  150'  W.  of  Forest L 3 

S.  Side,  150'  W.  of  Prospect  St C 2 

E.  Side,  opp.  Highland  St L 3 

E.  Side,  opp.  Grove  St L 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  Alder  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Bellmore  St C 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Charles L 3 

S.  Side,  300'  E.  of  Oak  St M2 

S.  Side,  opp.  Horton  St L 4 

S.  Side,  cor.  Maynard  St C 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Eddy  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  County  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Prospect  St L 2 

E.  Side,  Jefferson  St L 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Franklin L 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Mechanics L 4 

W.  Side,  200'  S.  of  Beacon  St L 3 

W.  Side,  300'  N.  of  Manchester  St L 3 

W.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Maple  St C 3 

W.  Side,  1,200'  N.  of  Maple  St C 3 

E.  Side,  opp.  Dunham  St M2 

N.  Side,  cor.  South  Main L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

W.  Side,  100'  S.  of  Jewell  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  200'  N.  of  Hodges  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Pearl  St L 4 

W.  Side,  N.  of  East  St L 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  Major  St L 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Maple  St C 2 

E.  .Side,  cor.  Orange C 2 
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Street. 


Location. 


Kind  and  Size. 


Hazelwood  Ave 
Hebron  Ave. . . . 
Highland  St. . . . 
Highland  Ave. . 


Hodges  St 
Holden  St 


Holman  St 


Hope  St 


Horton  St 


Howard  Ave 
(So.  Attleboro) 
James  St 

Jefferson  St 

Jewell  Ave 

John  St 

Knight  Ave 


Lafayette  St 
Lamb  St. . . . 


Leedham  St 


Leroy  St 

Lexington  Ave 


N.  Side,  5,008'  E.  of  No.  Main  St C 3 

VV.  Side,  125'  N.  of  Bliss  Ave C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Second  St C 2 

S.  Side,  cor.  Washington  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,500'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  2,000'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  2,500'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  3,000'  W.  of  Washington  St C 3 

N.  Side,  250'  E.  Adamsdale  Rd C 3 

N.  Side,  near  cor.  Robinson  Ave C 3 

E.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Mechanics  St C 3 

E.  Side,  150'  S.  of  John  St L 3 

N.  Side,  400'  E.  of  No.  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Bank  St M2 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  Bank  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Benefit  St C 3 

N.  Side,  25' W.  of  Hope  St C3 

N.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Brook  St M2 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Brook  St L 3 

N.  Side,  300'  W.  of  Forest  St C 3 

W.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Peck  St L 3 

W.  Side,  100'  S.  of  Oak  St L 3 

W.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Oak  St C 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Starkey  Ave M2 

N.  Side,  150'  E.  of  Forest  St L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Gustin  Ave L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Cambridge  St C 3 

W.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Washington  St L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Park  St L 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Major  St L 3 

S.  Side,  150'  W.  of  Second  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  County  St C 3 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Hodges  St L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  State  St C 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  South  Main  St L 3 

W.  Side,  900'  N.  of  Goff  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Goff  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Goff  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  near  Webber  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Bridge  St L 4 

E.  Side,  at  Railroad L 4 

W.  Side,  at  Church  St L 3 

W.  Side,  275'  S.  of  Church  St L 2 

E.  Side,  cor  Orange  St C 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Maple  St C 2 

W.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Thacher  St C 3 

E.  Side,  1,000'  N.  of  Thacher  St C 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  400'  E.  of  Pond  St C 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Pond  St C 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Pond  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Brown  St C 3 

N.  Side,  near  cor.  Bank  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Bank  St L 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Robert  St C 2 
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Street. 


Location. 


Kind  and  Size. 


Linden  St 


Lindsey  St 


Locust  St 


Maiden  Lane . 
Manchester  St 
Maple  St 


Martin  St 
May  St. . . 


Maynard  St 


McMann  St. 
Mechanics  St 


Mendon  Road 


Mill  St 

Morey  St  . . . 
Mulberry  St 


Newport  Ave 


E.  Side,  cor.  Thacher  St L 3 

W.  Side,  350'  S.  of  Thacher  St C 3 

W.  Side,  at  Alder  St C 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  W.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,500'  W.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

N.  Side,  2,200'  W.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  E.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,500'  E.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

S.  Side,  near  Railroad,  (Private) I.  4 

N.  Side,  cor.  Ellis  St C 2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Pine  St C 2 

N.  Side,  400'  W.  of  Speedway L 3 

N.  Side,  150'  E.  of  Speedway C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  George  St C 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Solomon  St L 2 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  Solomon  St C 3 

N.  Side,  800'  W.  of  Park  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Mulberry  St L.  3 

W.  Side,  150'  S.  of  Orange  St M2 

N.  Side,  650'  W.  of  Newport  Ave C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Washington  St C 2 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Washington  St C 2 

N.  Side,  opp.  Morey  St C 2 

N.  Side,  300'  E.  of  Morey  St L 3 

N.  Side,  8,008'  E.  of  Morev  St L 2 

W.  Side,  at  Railroad : C 3 

S.  Side,  300'  W.  of  North  Main  St L 3 

N.  Side,  100'  E,  of  Hodges  St L 3 

S.  Side,  400'  E.  Fourth  St C 3 

S.  Side,  100'  W.  of  Fourth  St C 3 

S.  Side,  cor.  Dennis  St C 3 

N.  Side,  300'  W.  of  Dennis  St M2 

W.  Side,  700'  W.  of  Dennis  St M2 

W.  Side,  1,900'  S.  of  West  St C 3 

W.  Side,  1,500'  S.  of  West  St C 3 

W.  Side,  1100'  S.  of  West  St C 3 

W.  Side,  600'  S.  of  West  St C.  3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Collins  St C 2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Robinson  Ave C 3 

E.  Side,  500'  N.  Robinson  Ave C 3 

E.  .Side,  1,000'  N.  Robinson  Ave C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Union  St L 4 

E.  Side,  cor.  Holman L 3 

S.  Side,  cor.  Lafayette  St C 3 

S.  Side,  cor.  Pine  St L 3 

S.  Side,  near  James  St C 3 

S.  Side,  cor.  Hazel  St C 2 

S.  Side,  300'  W.  of  West  St L 2 

S.  Side,  600'  W.  of  West  St L 2 

S.  Side,  900'  W.  of  West  St L 3 

S.  Side,  1,300'  W.  of  West  St L 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Cumberland  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  400'  W.  of  Cumberland  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  800'  W.  of  Cumberland  Ave L 2 

S.  Side,  1,100'  W.  of  Cumberland  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  800'  E.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 
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Street.  Location.  Kind  and  Size. 

S.  Side,  400'  E.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Highland  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  450'  S.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  450'  S.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  850'  S.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  1,300'  S.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

North  Ave E.  Side,  cor.  West  St C 2 

E.  Side,  opp.  Deantown  Rd M2 

E.  Side,  350'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd C 3 

E.  Side,  550'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd L 3 

E.  Side,  1,300'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd L 3 

E.  Side,  2,000'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd L 3 

E.  Side,  2,600'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd C 3 

E.  Side,  3,100'  N.  of  Deantown  Rd C 3 

North  Main  St W.  Side,  cor.  County  St C 3 

E.  Side,  350'  N.  of  County  St L 4 

E.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Sanford  St L 4 

E.  Side,  cor.  Dean  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Peck  St L 3 

E.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Peck  St L 3 

E.  Side,  200'  S.  of  John  St L 3 

E.  Side,  opp.  John  St L.  3 

E.  Side,  100'  N.  R.  R.  Crossing L 4 

E.  Side,  200'  N.  R.  R.  Crossing L 4 

W.  Side,  N.  Side  Bungay  River M2 

W.  Side,  400'  S.  of  West  St M2 

W.  Side,  400'  N.  of  West  St M2 

E.  Side,  cor.  Holden  St M2 

W.  Side,  1,200'  N.  of  Holden  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Hazelwood  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  2,300'  S.  of  Commonwealth  Ave.  . L 3 
E.  Side,  1,700'  S.  of  Commonwealth  Ave.  . L 3 
E.  Side,  700'  S.  of  Commonwealth  Ave.  . . .C  2 

E.  Side,  opp.  Commonwealth  Ave L 3 

Oak  Hill  Ave S.  Side,  cor.  Park  St , C 3 

S.  Side,  550'  W.  of  Park  St C 3 

S.  Side,  1,  100'  W.  of  Park  St C 4 

S.  Side,  1,700'  W.  of  Park  St C 4 

N.  Side,  cor.  Handy  St C 3 

Olive  St N.  Side,  cor.  Robert  St C 3 

N.  Side,  Ellis  St M2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Garden  St L 3 

Orange  St N.  Side,  cor,  James  St C 3 

N.  Side,  100'  E.  of  Martin  St C 3 

Palm  St S.  Side,  cor.  Cherry  St C 3 

Payson  St N.  Side,  250'  W.  of  North  Main  St C 2 

Park  St N.  Side,  opp.  Railroad  Ave C 4 

S.  Side,  100'  E.  of  Railroad  Ave C 4 

S.  Side,  100'  E.  of  Railroad  Ave C 4 

S.  Side,  cor.  Union  St L 4 

N.  Side,  cor.  Morey  .St L 3 

N.  Side,  100'  W.  of  Park  Ave L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Brook  St L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Brook  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Sturdy  St L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Forest  St C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Torrey  St M2 

E.  Side,  cor,  Emory  St L 3 
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E.  Side,  400'  S.  of  Emory  St L 2 

E.  Side,  1,000'  S.  of  Emory  St L 2 

E.  Side,  600'  W.  of  Bishop  St C 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  Maple  St C 3 

VV.  Side,  700'  S.  of  Maple  St C 3 

W.  Side,  1,700'  S.  of  Maple  St C 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Wilmarth  St C 3 

W.  Side,  2,200'  S.  of  Wilmarth  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Sanitarium  BTvd C 3 

W.  Side,  900'  N.  of  Handy  St C 3 

W.  Side,  600'  S.  of  Handy  St C 3 

Park  Ave W.  Side,  200'  S.  of  Park  Ave L 2 

Parker  St N.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Park  Ave M2 

E.  Side,  cor.  School  St L 3 

W.  Side,  150'  S.  Carpenter  St C 3 

Pearl  St N.  Side,  cor.  James  St C 3 

Peck  St S.  Side,  opp.  Florence  St L 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Walter  St L 3 

S.  Side,  100'  W.  of  Perrin  St L 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Hope  St C 3 

Perrin  St W.  Side,  of  Railroad C 2 

Phillips  St W.  Side,  2,508'  N.  of  Bridge  St L 3 

E.  Side,  650'  N.  of  Bridge  St L 3 

Pine  St W.  Side,  opp.  Gardner  St. . L 4 

W.  Side,  200'  N.  of  Dunham  St L 4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Dunham  St L 4 

W.  Side,  300'  S of  Dunham  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Pearl  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  School  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  East  St L 3 

W.  Side,  150'  S.  of  East  St C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Carpenter  St C 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  Orange  St C 3 

Pleasant  St E.  Side,  100'  N.  of  Emory  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Falmouth  St C 2 

W.  Side,  200'  N.  of  Railroad L 3 

W.  Side.  200'  S.  of  Peck  St L 3 

W.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Peck  St L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Forest  St ! . . L 3 

W.  Side,  100'  N.  of  Oak  St L 3 

W.  Side,  100'  S.  of  Angell  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Starkey  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Perry  St C 3 

W.  Side,  700'  S.  of  Lindsev  St L 3 

W.  Side,  300'  S.  of  Lindsey  St L 3 

W.  Side,  150'  N.  of  Lindsey  St L 3 

W.  Side,  1,000'  N.  of  Lindsey  St L 3 

W.  Side,  400'  N.  of  Pleasant  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  1,400'  S.  of  Richardson  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  600'  S.  of  Pleasant  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Richardson  Ave C 3 

Pleasant  Ave N.  Side,  350'  E.  of  Pleasant  St C 3 

Pond  St W.  Side,  cor.  W.  Carpenter  St L 3 

W.  Side,  4,008'  N.  of  W.  Carpenter  St ....  C 3 

W.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Siblev  St C 3 

N.  Side,  150'  W.  of  Fourth  St C 2 

W.  Side,  200'  S.  of  Park  St L 4 

W.  Side,  400'  S.  of  Park  St L 4 


Prospect  St.  . 
Railroad  Ave 
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Robert  St E.  Side,  200'  N.  of  Summer  St C 3 

W.  Side,  200'  S.  of  Summer  St C 2 

W.  Side,  cor.  12  St C 3 

Robinson  Ave W.  Side,  500'  S.  of  Highland  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  1,000'  S.  of  Highland  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  1,500'  S.  of  Highland  Ave.  ...... C 3 

W.  Side,  2,000'  S.  of  Highland  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  2,500'  S.  of  Highland  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  3,000'  S.  of  Highland  Ave C 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Brown  St C 3 

W.  Side,  500'  S.  of  Brown  St C 3 

W.  Side,  600'  N.  of  Menden  St C 3 

Sanford  St S.  Side,  cor.  North  Main  St L 4 

N.  Side,  250'  E.  of  North  Main  St L 4 

Sanatarium  Bl’vd N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Park  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  W.  of  Park  St C 3 

N.  Side,  at  T’nacher  Brook C 3 

School  St N.  Side,  cor.  James  St M2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Hazel  St L 2 

N.  Side,  at  Thacher  Brook C 3 

Second  St W.  Side,  cor.  County  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Grove  St M2 

Sixth  St E.  Side,  500'  S.  of  Grove  St L 2 

Snell  St N.  Side,  cor.  Thacher  St C 3 

* N.  Side,  850'  S.  of  Thacher  St C 3 

S.  Side,  at  Standpipe C 3 

South  Ave N.  Side,  4,000'  W.  of  Snell  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,800'  W.  of  Snell  St C 3 

South  Main  St  E.  Side,  3,508'  S.  of  Park  St L 4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Mill  St L 4 

E.  Side,  at  Railroad C 3 

W.  Side,  250'  S.  of  Capron  St Co 

W.  Side,  400'  S.  of  Capron  St L 3 

E.  Side,  700'  S.  of  Capron  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  East  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Carpenter  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Maple  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Mulberry  St L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Orange  St L 3 

W.  Side,  200'  S.  of  Lamb  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Spring  St L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  Fairview  Ave L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  E.  of  Thacher  St L 3 

N.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Thacher  St L 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Locust  St L 3 

N.  Side,  350'  W.  of  Locust  St L 3 

N.  Side,  600'  W.  of  Locust  St L 3 

N.  Side,  900'  W.  of  Locust  .St L 3 

N.  Side,  1,200'  W.  of  Locust  St L 3 

N.  Side,  1,500'  W.  of  Locust  St L 3 

N.  Side,  2,200'  W.  of  Locust  St L 4 

S.  Side,  2,500'  W.  of  Locust  St L 4 

S.  Side,  2,700'  W.  of  Locust  St L 4 

N.  Side,  1,400'  E.  of  R.  R L 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  E.  or  R.  R L 3 

N.  Side,  600'  E.  of  R.  R L 3 

S.  Side,  300'  E.  of  R.  R 1.3 

S.  Side,  at  side  of  R.  R L 3 


(At  Dodgeville) 
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Street.  Location.  Kind  and  Size. 

S.  Side,  opp.  Tiffany  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  W.  of  Tiffany  St L 3 

S.  Side,  900'  W.  of  Tiffany  St L 3 

S.  Side,  1,300'  VV.  of  Tiffany  St L 3 

N.  Side,  opp.  Thurber  Ave C 3 

S.  Side,  200'  W.  of  Thurber  Ave L 3 

(Old  St.  Location) 

S.  Side,  800'  W.  of  Thurber  Ave L 3 

(Old  St.  Location) 

W.  Side,  900'  N.  of  Knight  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  450'  N.  of  Knight  Ave L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  S.  end  of  Knight  Ave L 2 

Starkey  Ave E.  Side,  800'  N.  of  Pleasant  St M2 

State  St E.  Side,  cor.  Elizabeth  St C 3 

Sturdy  St W.  Side,  cor.  Holman  St C 2 

Summer  St E.  Side,  opp.  Mary  St M2 

E.  Side,  opp.  John  William  St C 3 

Tappan  Ave W.  Side,  100'  N.  of  Dunham  St L 3 

Thacher  St W.  Side,  750'  N.  of  South  Main  St L 3 

E.  Side,  6,008'  S.  of  Nelson  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Nelson  St L 3 

S.  Side,  opp.  Fisher  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  County  St L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Countv  St L 3 

S.  Side,  150'  N.  of  County  St L 3 

S.  Side,  500'  E.  of  South  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  800'  E.  of  West  St L 3 

Tyler  St S.  Side,  550'  E.  of  South  Main  St C 2 

Third  St E.  Side,  cor.  Prospect  St C 3 

E.  Side,  opp.  Franklin  St M2 

Thirteenth  St N.  Side,  cor.  Robert  St C 3 

N.  Side,  250'  E.  of  Robert  St C 3 

Tiffany  St N Side,  500'  W.  of  So.  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  W.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,500'  W.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  2,100'  W.  of  South  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  1,100'  E.  of  County  St C 2 

N.  Side,  650'  E.  of  County  St C 2 

N.  Side,  100'  E.  of  County  St C 2 

E.  Side,  near  South  Ave C 3 

Turner  St N.  Side,  cor.  Mendon  Road. C 3 

N.  Side,  1,000'  E.  of  Washington  St L 3 

N.  Side,  500'  E.  of  Washington  St L 3 

N.  Side,  370'  W.  of  Washington  St L 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  Allen  St L 3 

N.  Side,  9,008'  W.  qf  McMann  St C 3 

N.  Side,  at  State  Line C 3 

N.  Side,  at  Home  Bleach  & Dye  Works . . . C 2 

Union  St W.  Side,  200‘  S.  of  Park  St! RDW  4 

E.  Side,  400'  S.  of  Park  St L 4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Maiden  Lane C 4 

E.  Side,  opp.  Mill  St RDW  4 

W.  Side,  cor.  Capron  St C 4 

W.  Side,  opp.  Pearl  St L 3 

W.  Side,  opp.  School  St L 3 

W.  Side,  cor.  Carpenter  .St . . L 3 

E.  Side,  rear  Fire  Station L 3 

N.  Side,  1,008'  W.  of  Bushee  St C 2 


Verndale  Ave 
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Street. 


Location. 


Kind  and  Size. 


Wall  St 

Walnut  St 

Washington  St 


Water  St 

Water  Works  Yard 
West  St 


West  Carpenter  St 

Wilmarth  St 

Wolfenden  St 


S.  Side,  300'  W.  of  South  Main  St L 4 

N.  Side,  400'  E.  of  County  St C 3 

N.  Side,  650'  E.  of  County  St L 3 

E.  Side,  400'  S.  of  Highland  St C 3 

E.  Side,  1,200'  S.  of  Highland  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  400'  N.  of  Benner  Place C 3 

E.  Side,  100'  N.  of  Howard  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  500'  N.  of  Fenton  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  700'  S.  of  Allen  Ave L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Rex  Ave C 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Mendon  Road L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Collins  St L 3 

E.  Side,  cor.  Turner  St L 2 

N.  Side,  opp.  Kilby  St . . C 3 

N.  Side,  100'  E.  of  Bungay  River ("3 

Extension  from  King  St.  400'  E.  of  1st  St.  C 3 

N.  Side,  cor.  North  Main  St M2 

N.  Side,  900'  W.  of  North  Main  St C 3 

N.  Side,  6,008'  E.  of  Mechanics  St L 2 

N.  Side,  opp.  Mechanics  St L 2 

N.  Side,  opp.  Thacher  St L 3 

S.  Side,  at  Pumping  Station 1.2 

N.  Side,  700'  W.  of  Pumping  Station L 2 

N.  Side,  1,100'  E.vof  Newport  Ave L 2 

N.  Side,  900'  E.  of  Newport  Ave C 3 

S.  Side,  400'  of  Newport  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  2,008'  E.  of  Newport  Ave L 2 

S.  Side,  at  Newport  Ave L 3 

S.  Side,  cor.  Cross  St L 3 

S.  Side,  100'  E.  of  Central  St C 3 

S.  Side,  800'  E.  of  Park  St C 3 

S.  Side,  1,608'  E.  of  Park  St C 2 

N.  Side,  cor.  Robert  St L 4 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT. 


The  new  system  is  in  very  good  condition,  and  so  far  is  meeting  the 
expectation  of  the  Sewer  Committee  and  Engineer,  who  designed  and  con- 
structed the  system.  The  dead  ends  of  the  system  have  been  flushed  and 
one  stoppage  cleared,  and  the  filter  fields  cleaned  twice.  One  hundred  and 
forty-three  connections,  serving  one  hundred  fifty-three  buildings,  have 
been  added  this  year.  No  additional  lateral  sewers  have  been  built  this  year. 

Total  length  of  all  Sewers,  sizes  6"  to  30" 30.2  miles 

Total  connections  to  Jan.  1, 1915,  701.  Buildings  served,  851 
Connections  laid  during  1915,  145  “ “ 153 

Total  connections  Jan  1,  1916,  844  “ “ 1004 

SURFACE  DRAINS. 

Surface  Drains  have  been  built  as  follows:  Wall  Street,  from  River 

Bridge  to  County  Street,  with  three  catch  basins  on  County  Street;  Dean 
Street  from  near  Foster  Street  to  Perrin  Street.  This  was  an  8"  pipe  which 
was  inadequate  to  take  care  of  the  two  basins  at  the  junction  of  Dean  and 
Perrin  Streets,  and  was  relaid  with  12"  pipe.  One  new  Catch  Basin  on 
Perrin  Street,  opposite  Dean  Street,  was  built.  Cummings  Park  Drain. 
The  filling  in,  early  in  the  year,  of  the  swamp  at  the  junction  of  Park  and 
Emory  Streets  necessitated  that  a drain  be  built  to  take  care  of  the  surface 
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water,  which  gathers  on  Park  Street  at  its  junction  with  Davis  Ave.  This 
was  accomplished  by  building  a drain  from  the  junction  of  Forest  and  Emory 
Streets,  where  a drain  already  existed,  along  Emory  Street  to  Torrey  Street, 
through  Torrey  Street  and  across  the  Park  to  opposite  Davis  Ave.,  where 
two  Catch  Basins  were  constructed. 


CATCH  BASINS. 

Catch  Basins  have  been  built  as  follows: 

Junction  of  North  Main  and  Sanford.  . 

“ Bank  and  Sanford 

“ Park  and  Bank 

Pleasant  St.  near  Attleboro  Ice  Co 

Pleasant  St.  at  Peck  St 

North  Ave 

Pine  St.  at  Pearl  St 

Park  St.  at  Railroad  Arch 

Mechanics  St.  at  River  Bridge 

Dennis  St.  near  County  St 

Newport  Ave 

County  St.  at  Wall  St 

Park  St.  at  Davis  Ave 

Fifth  St 

Total 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

31 


PARK  AT  THE  JUNCTION  OF  PARK  STEEET  AND 
EMORY  STREET. 

The  portion  of  swamp  near  the  junction  of  Park  Street  and  Emory 
Street,  which  was  cut  off  from  its  natural  outlet  by  the  new  location  of  Park 
Street,  has  been  filled  in  and  the  nuisance  of  the  stagnant  pool  of  water, 
which  stood  there  at  all  times,  has  been  abated  at  the  request  of  the  Health 
Officer,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  appearance  as  well  as  the  sanitary 
condition  of  this  locality. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  SEWER  DEPARTMENT 
DECEMBER  31,  1915. 


Appropriation  for  Maintenance $2,875.00 

Expenditures: 

Filter  Fields,  supplies $37.99 

Filter  Fields,  labor 1,436.62 

Inspection 113.80 

Flushing,  labor 116.00 

Insurance 169.95 

Salaries,  Supt.  Jan.  and  Feb 100.00 

Office  Assistance 198.00 

Office  and  Engineering  supplies 200.71 

Taxes  to  Seekonk 24.00 

Incidentals 23.61 

Stock 331.33 

Water  for  flushing 100.00 

2,852.01 


$22.90 
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Appropriation  for  Construction $3,921.80 

Expenditures: 

Labor  on  Drains  and  Park $2,422.89 

Labor  on  Connections 156.99 

Manholes  and  Catch  Basins 267.60 

Pipe,  Fittings  and  Cement 1,055.12 

Incidentals 13.64 

$3,916.24 

— — — — $5.56 


Unexpended  Balance  December  31,  1915 


$28.55 


STREET  LIGHTING. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  and  kind  of  street  lights  in 
use  January  1,  1916: 


Kind  Number  Candlepower 

Arc 21  1200  Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

Arc 5 — 1200  (1  A.  M.  to  daylight).- 

Incandescent 45  250  Sunset  to  1 A.  M. 

104  100  “ “ “ “ 

788  60  “ “ “ 41 

20  40  Under  R.  R.  Arches  all  night  lights. 


COST  PER  LIGHT. 


Arc 21  @ $70. 00  per  year. 

Arc 5 @ $38. 50  per  year. 

Incandescent 45  250  Candlepower,  @ $30. 00  per  year 

104  100  “ @ 23.00  “ “ 

“ 788  60  44  @ 16.00  4 4 44 

“ 20  40  44  @ 20.00  “ “ 

Appropriation $18,200.00 

Expenditures 18,143.16 


Unexpended  Balance  December  31,  1915 $56.84 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  to  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor,  the  Municipal  Council  and  City  Officials  for  courtesies  and  assis-. 
tance  rendered  in  this  my  first  year  of  service  with  them.  To  the  employees 
of  this  Department,  I also  extend  my  thanks  for  their  cooperation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


H.  J.  GOODALE, 


Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  1915-1916 


Walter  J.  Newman, 

177  Pine  St. 

Term  Expires 
Jan.  1916 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

Telephone  710-M 
17  Mechanics  St. 

1916 

Mrs.  Susie  M.  Pearse, 

Telephone  154- Y 
24  Dean  St. 

1916 

Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

250  County  St. 

1917 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

Telephone  172-M 
South  Attleboro. 

1917 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 
1 Cliff  St. 

1917 

Benjamin  P.  King, 

Telephone  619-R 
17  First  St. 

1918 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

Telephone  153-W 
13  Maple  St. 

1918 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

Telephone  354-W 
32  John  St. 

1918 

Telephone:  Office  279-J 
Telephone:  Residence  713- 

-W 

ORGANIZATION 

Benjamin  P.  King  Chairman 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin  Secretary 

Benjamin  P.  King  Representative  before  Municipal  Council 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 
Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 

Mr.  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Thayer. 

Text-books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Pearse,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Pearse,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs. 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  \V.  L.  King. 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  J.  H.  Harmstone 
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Regular  Meetings,  first  and  third  Mondays  of  each  month  at  7:45 
o’clock  P.  M. 

Bills  may  be  approved  at  each  meeting  of  the  Committee.  All  bills 
to  be  acted  on  must  be  submitted  in  duplicate,  approved  by  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-committee  contracting  the  same,  and  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Committee,  Superintendent’s  office,  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the 
meeting. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Lewis  A.  Fales,  22  Mechanics  St.  Telephone  238-J 

Office,  Sanford  Street  School,  Telephone  64-R 

The  Superintendent’s  office  is  open  on  school  days  from  8:30  to  12:30, 
and  from  1:30  to  5;  Saturday  from  9 to  12.  The  Superintendent’s  office 
hours  on  school  days  are  from  8:30  to  9:  4 to  5 Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday;  7 to  8 Monday  evening. 

Superintendent’s  Clerks 

Alice  I.  Wetherell,  32  Sanford  St. 

Telephone  347- J 

Myrtle  F.  Goodwin,  141  North  Main  St. 

Telephone  325-M 

School  Physician 


Dr.  Wilfred  E.  Rounseville,  40  Bank  St. 

Telephone  320 

Attendance  Officer 

Warren  Parker,  9 Grove  St.,  Telephone  175-M 

Office,  Sanford  Street  School 

Office  hours  on  school  days:  8:30 — 9:00  A.  M.  daily.  3:30 — 5:00  P.  M., 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday. 


School  Calendar — 1915 — 1916 


Fall  term, 

Winter  term, 
Spring  term, 
Summer  term, 
Fall  term  begins, 


Sept.  7 to  Dec.  24,  1915 
Jan.  3,  to  Feb.  25,  1916 
Mar.  6 to  Apr.  28,  1916 
Mav  8 to  June  23,  1916 
Sept.  5,  1916 


SCHOOL  SESSIONS 


High  School — One  session,  from  8:15  to  1,  with  a recess  of  fifteen  minutes. 
Grammar  and  Primary'  Schools — Morning  session  from  9 to  11:45.  After- 
noon session  from  1:30  to  3:45,  from  beginning  of  spring  term  to  Nov.  1; 
1:15  to  3:30  from  Nov.  1,  to  close  of  winter  term.  Grade  I closes  fifteen 
minutes  earlier  than  the  other  grades. 


NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


Four  Double  Strokes  on  the  Fire  Alarm  2-2-2-2. 

7:15  A.  M.  No  session  for  the  High  School. 

8:00  A.  M.  No  morning  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  School. 
8:15  A.  M.  No  morning  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third  grades. 

After  session  for  all  grades  unless  the  signal  is  repeated  at 
12:15  or  12:30. 
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11:15  A.  M.  One  session.  Grades  1 to  III  will  close  for  the  day  at  12  M. 

All  higher  grades  then  in  session  will  close  for  the  day  at  1 P.M. 
12:15  P.  M.  No  afternoon  session  for  all  grades  below  the  High  School. 
12:30  P.  M.  No  afternoon  session  for  the  first,  second  and  third  grades. 

6:50  P.  M.  No  session  for  the  evening  schools. 

The  signal  will  be  given  at  8 A.  M.  and  12:15  P.  M.  only  in  very  severe 
weather. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Dr. 

To  appropriations $105,930.00 

To  transfer  from  account  of  Independent 
Evening  Industrial  School  to  cover 

charges  belonging  to  that  account,  etc . . 65.56 


Total  gross  receipts $105,995. 56 

Cr. 

By  net  expenditures .'....  $105,294.78 

By  amount  paid  City  Collector 589.42 

By  amount  paid  for  transportation  State 

Minor  Wards,  reimbursed  by  the  State . 22.25 

By  amount  paid  on  account  of  Independent 

Evening  Industrial  School 61.06 

By  amount  paid  on  account  of  Inauguration  4 . 50 

By  balance 23.55 


$105,995.56 
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ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1916 


Estimated 

Net 

Estimated 

Increase 

1915 

Expenditures 

1916 

over 

1915 

1915 

General  Control 

1.  School  Committee- 

Agent 

$310.00 

$328.26 

$425.00 

$96.74 

Clerks 

1,330.00 

1,282.00 

1,319.00 

37.00 

Office  expenses.  . 

50.00 

100.14 

50.00 

—50.14 

Reports 

70.00 

88.00 

100.00 

12.00 

Telephones 

238.00 

235.41 

232 . 00 

—3.41 

Census 

75.00 

75.00 

100.00 

25.00 

$2,073.00 

$2,108.81 

$2,226.00 

$117.19 

2.  Superintendence 

including 

Attendance  Officer 

Superintendent. . 
Attendance  Offi- 

$2,400.00 

$2,400.00 

$2,400.00 

cer 

650.00 

'650 . 00 

700.00 

50.00 

Office  expenses, 

fuel,  etc 

Expenses  out  of 

135.00 

269.27 

200.00 

—69.27 

town 

85.00 

100.56 

90.00 

—10.56 

$3,270.00 

$3,419.83 

$3,390.00 

$—29.83 

Instruction 

Teachers’  salaries, 
Text-books,  sup- 

$66,800.00 

$66,646.14 

$73,082.00 

$6,435.86 

plies  and  care 
of  organs 

3,750.00 

4,360.62 

3,850.00 

—510.62 

Cooking 

Manual,  training 

85.89 

300.00 

214.11 

and  sewing . . . 

350.00 

346.93 

350.00 

3.07 

$70,900.00 

$71,439.58 

$77,582.00 

$6,142.42 

Operating  School  Plant 

Janitors 

$9,865.00 

$9;587. 08 

$9,715.00 

$127.92 

Fuel 

6,235.00 

6,121.15 

6,400.00 

278.85 

Water 

650.00 

608.79 

650.00 

41.21 

Janitor’s  Supplies 

450.00 

598.06 

450.00 

—148.06 

Power 

225.00 

205.10 

225.00 

19.90 

Lights 

275.00 

229.28 

250.00 

20.72 

Towels 

150.00 

94.02 

110.00 

15.98 

$17,850.00 

$17,443.48 

$17,800.00 

$356.52 

Maintaining  School  Plant 

Repairs 

$4,500.00 

$4,585.03 

$5,000.00 

$414.97 

Furniture 

250.00 

585.64 

250.00 

—335.64 

Flags 

35.00 

35.25 

50.00 

14.75 

Care  of  grounds. 

50.00 

55.76 

200.00 

144.24 

$4,835.00 

$5,261.68 

$5,500.00 

$238.32 
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Auxiliary  Agencies 


Health — School 


Physician 

School  Nurse. . 
Transportation. . 

$400.00 

3,627.00 

$400.00 

3,175.13 

$400.00 
600  00 
3,388.00 

600.00 

212.87 

$4,027.00 

$3,575.13 

$4,388.00 

$812.87 

Miscellaneous 

Truant  School . . . 

$50.00 

$26.43 

$50.00 

$23.57 

Benevolence .... 

300.00 

283.39 

300.00 

16.61 

Graduations .... 

125.00 

118.31 

125.00 

6.69 

Sundries 

100.00 

91.52 

100.00 

8.48 

Express 

50.00 

35.61 

50.00 

14.39 

$625.00 

$555.26 

$625.00 

$69.74 

Evening  Schools.  . 

$1,450.00 

$1,187.52 

$1,450.00 

$262.48 

Vacation  Schools 

300.00 

303.49 

450.00 

146.51 

$105,330.00 

$105,294.78 

$113,411.00 

$8,116.22 

SUMMARY  OF  ESTIMATED  EXPENSES  FOR  1916 


Estimated 

1915 


General  Control 

1.  School  Committee  $2,073.00 

2.  Superintendence..  3,270.00 

Instruction 70,900.00 

Operating  School 

Plant 17,850.00 

Maintaining  School 

Plant 4,835.00 

Auxiliary  Agencies.  4,027  00 

M iscellaneous 625  00 

Evening  Schools  1,450.00 

Vacation  Schools  300.00 


$105,330.00 

To  be  appropriated.  . . 


Net 

Estimated 

Increase 

Expenditures 

1915 

1916 

over 

1915 

$2,108.81 

$2,226.00 

$117.19 

3,419.83 

3,390.00 

—29.83 

71,439.58 

77,582.00 

6,142.42 

17,443.48 

17,800.00 

356.52 

5,261 . 68 

5,500.00 

238.32 

3,575.13 

4,388.00 

812.87 

555.26 

625.00 

69.74 

1,187.52 

1,450.00 

262.48 

303 . 49 

450.00 

146.51 

$105,294.78  $113,411.00  $8,116.22 

$113,411.00 


INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 

Dr. 


Appropriation $500 . 00 

Cr. 

Total  expenditures 471.60 

Balance 28.40 


$500.00 
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Amount  due  from  State $204  77 

Tuition  due 20.00 


Total  due $224.77 

Net  expense  to  City 246. 83 

Balance 28.40 


$500.00 

Expenditures  Itemized. 


City  of  Attleboro,  General  School  Account, 

for  lights  etc $38.00 

City  of  Attleboro,  cabinet  from  Grant 

Brothers 23.06 

Brownell  Hardware  Company,  files,  mills, 

etc 6.19 

L.  Z.  Carpenter  Company,  charcoal .84 

George  L.  Claflin  Co.,  steel. 3.91 

E.  A.  Eddy  Machinery  Company,  shaper 

and  screw  press 108 . 50 

Grant  Brothers,  varnishing  cabinet 4.50 

Starkweather  & Williams  Co.,  drawing 

paper  and  cards 3.50 

Sun  Publishing  Company,  posters 2.75 

Teachers’  Pay  Roll 280.00 

J.  S.  White  Company,  grey  iron  castings.  . . .35 


$471 . 60 

Balance 28.40 


$500.00 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  FOR  1915. 

To  the  Honorable  H.  E.  Sweet , Mayor : 

We  have  come  to  another  mile-stone  in  our  School  Department  history 
and  we  pause  for  a time  to  review  the  doings  of  the  past  year  and  at  the 
same  time  venture  to  look  into  the  future.  There  being  no  change  made  in 
the  personnel  of  the  Committee,  the  organization  was  perfected  along  the 
same  lines  as  the  previous  year,  Benjamin  P.  King,  chairman,  and  Dr.  Reg- 
inald P.  Dakin,  secretary,  and  began  the  work  of  1915. 

There  have  been  no  radical  changes  made.  The  usual  changes  in  the 
teaching  force  have  occurred  and  new  teachers  have  been  selected  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  and  the  work  has  gone  on.  We  have  been  obliged  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  High  School  principal,  who  has  gone  to  other 
fields.  Another  principal  has  been  selected,  Mr.  W.  B.  Alexander  from 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  who  has  taken  up  the  work,  and  from  present  indications 
we  feel  that  we  have  been  fortunate  in  our  selection. 

The  Bank  Street  Grammar  School  has  proved  a success  and  we  feel  no 
mistake  was  made  in  establishing  the  same.  The  establishment  of  the  High 
School  in  its  new  home  has  given  us  needed  room  to  prevent  over  crowding 
in  the  lower  grades.  We  therefore  have  no  needs  for  an  additional  building 
at  this  time.  The  school  population,  however,  is  growing,  and  it  will  not  be 
long  before  a new  building  will  be  necessary.  We  have  two  unfinished  rooms 
in  the  J.  O.  Tiffany  School,  Thacher  Street)  which  we  will  have  to  complete 
and  furnish  this  year,  which  from  estimates  made  will  probably  cost  about 
$2700. 
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The  Committee  have  been  obliged  to  do  more  than  the  usual  amount 
of  repairs  this  year.  Four  of  the  school  buildings  have  been  painted  and 
many  things  done  along  the  general  lines  of  repairs.  A steel  ceiling  has  been 
put  into  the  basement  of  the  Richardson  School  which  has  disposed  of  a 
troublesome  matter  of  long  standing.  The  heating  apparatus  in  the  various 
houses  was  found  to  be  in  very  good  condition  and  only  the.  usual  cleaning 
and  looking  over,  was  needed,  thereby  the  expenses  along  that  line  were 
comparatively  small. 

The  repairs  for  the  coming  year  are  likely  to  be  larger,  to  properly  do 
what  should  be  done.  We  see  the  need  of  two  new  furnaces,  three  or  four 
buildings  painted  and  various  other  things,  as  we  go  through  the  different 
houses,  and  we  feel  that  to  do  the  work  we  must  ask  for  $5000.  This  does 
not  appear  to  be  a large  amount  to  keep  in  proper  repair  a system  that  is 
rated  in  the  City  Inventory  at  $570,700. 

The  settlement  of  the  boundary  line  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Farmers 
School  lot  is  a troublesome  matter,  and  we  have  proceeded  with  caution  by 
having  a thorough  survey  made  by  our  City  Engineer.  Though  the  matter 
is  not  vet  determined,  we  hope  for  an  early  settlement.  When  the  time 
comes,  a bank  wall  will  have  to  be  erected  to  hold  said  line,  which  will  proba- 
bly cost  from  $500  to  $600,  which  should  be  done  by  a special  appropriation. 

The  Committee  have  in  their  legislation  tried  to  do  their  best  in  main- 
taining the  high  standard  which  the  department  has  previously  occupied. 
As  the  City  grows,  it  calls  for  a large  amount  of  work  and  planning  and  money 
to  keep  things  moving  in  right  lines.  Since  the  Peabody  disaster  the  School 
Departments  throughout  the  State  have  become  very  much  interested  as  to 
their  own  conditions.  While  we  have  had  for  a long  time  the  fire  drills  in 
our  schools,  each  school  house  fire  tends  to  awaken  every  one  interested. 
So  far  as  that  matter  goes  with  this  department,  we  feel  that  we  are  well  up 
to  the  standard  along  those  lines.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  taken 
up  the  fire  prevention  question  in  dead  earnest  and  through  the  State  Inspec- 
tor of  Buildings,  is  making  a thorough  survey  of  school  buildings.  Such  is 
the  case  in  our  City.  Within  a short  time  the  inspector  for  this  district 
visited  Attleboro  and  together  with  the  chairman  and  superintendent,  made 
an  inspection  of  the  larger  school  houses,  and  several  changes  were  ordered 
to  be  made  for  the  safety  of  the  children.  We  have  taken  the  matter  up, 
got  estimates  of  the  cost  to  carry  out  these  orders,  which  we  find  will  be 
about  $1,500. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  has  prepared  a detailed  report  of  the 
year’s  work,  containing  facts  and  figures,  and  all  interested  in  our  schools 
(and  who  is  not?)  should  give  this  report  a careful  and  thoughtful  reading. 

To  maintain  our  school  system  at  its  present  high  standard  requires 
a large  sum  of  money.  Much  time  has  been  spent  in  working  out  the  budget, 
and  as  a result  we  feel  that  we  must  ask  for  $113,400. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  P.  KING,  Chairman, 

REGINALD  P.  DAKIN,  Secretary, 

EDWIN  F.  THAYER, 

EMILY  L.  RICHARDSON, 

FLORENCE  B.  THEOBALD, 

SUSIE  M.  PEARSE, 

WALTER  J.  NEWMAN, 

THOMAS  G.  SADLER, 

WALTER  A.  BRIGGS. 


School  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Attleboro : 

I submit  herewith  my  eleventh  report  as  Superintendent  of  Schools,  it 
being  the  thirty-second  in  the  series  of  superintendents’  reports.  The  at- 
tendance statistics  are  for  the  school  year  from  September  1914  to  June  1915; 
the  financial  statistics  are  for  the  calendar  year  1915. 

STATISTICS 

I 


Population  of  Attleboro,  census  1915 

18,840 

II — School  Census 

Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  children  between  5 and  7 

324 

346 

670 

Number  of  children  between  7 and  14 

1,155 

1,075 

2,230 

Number  of  children  between  14  and  16 

194 

168 

362 

Total 

1,673 

1,589 

3,262 

III — Attendance 

Attendance  statistics  for  the  school  year  from  September  8,  1914  to 


June  25,  1915: 

Number  of  different  pupils  enrolled 2,884 

Average  membership 2,669 

Average  attendance 2,535 

Per  cent,  of  attendance 95 


Table  showing  average  membership  and  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the 
last  ten  years:  * 


1904— 1905 

1905— 1906 

1906— 1907 

1907— 1908 

1908— 1909 

1909— 1910 

1910— 1911 

1911— 1912 

1912— 1913 

1913— 1914 

1914— 1915 


September 
October . . . 
November 
December . 


Average 

Gain  over 

Per  cent  of 

membership 

previous  year 

attendance 

2,070 

25 

93 

2,086 

16 

92 

2,109 

23 

93 

2,207 

98 

93 

2,351 

144 

94 

2,213 

—138 

93 

2,317 

104 

93 

2,302 

15 

95 

2,407 

105 

95 

2,586 

179 

95 

2,669 

83 

95 

ill  Term,  1915 

2,828 

97 

2,836 

96 

2,827 

95 

2,781 

95 

2,818 

96 

Average 
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The  average  membership  of  the  schools  for  September  1915  shows  an 
increase  of  137  over  the  membership  for  September  1914.  Last  year  the 
gain  was  about  100.  In  spite  of  industrial  conditions,  the  schools  continue 
to  grow  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  rooms  a year.  The  increased  attendance 
at  the  High  School  necessitated  the  hiring  of  two  additional  teachers  after 
schools  opened  in  September,  and  the  crowded  conditions  in  the  Bank  Street 
School,  eighth  grade,  made  necessary  the  opening  of  another  room. 

The  six  rooms  at  the  Tiffany  School  hardly  accommodate  the  pupils, 
it  being  necessary  in  September  to  transfer  several  pupils  to  the  Capron 
School.  The  two  rooms  left  unfinished  in  this  building  should  be  finished 
and  furnished  during  the  summer,  and  plans  made  to  open  them,  if  needed, 
in  September  1916. 


IV — School  Buildings 


Number  of  school  buildings  September,  1915 20 

Number  of  school  rooms  (High  School  25,  grades  77) 102 

Number  of  school  rooms  in  use 91 


V — Teachers 

Total  number  of  teachers  and  supervisors  now  employed 97 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School 17 

Number  of  teachers  in  grades  I — VIII 71 

Number  of  teachers  in  kindergarten 2 

Number  of  teachers  for  individual  instruction 3 

Number  of  special  teachers  and  supervisors 4 

VI — Cost  of  Tuition 

Valuation  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  1915 

Total  raised  by  taxation 

Total  raised  by  taxation  for  support  of  schools 

Total  net  expenditures  for  support  of  schools,  excluding 

vacation  and  evening  schools 

Average  membership  of  day  schools  from  September  1914 

to  June  1915 

Amount  expended  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership. 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil  based  on  average 
membership 

High  School 


Total  amount  expended  for  High  School  including  High 

School  share  of  general  expense 21,915.08 

Average  membership  of  High  School  for  year  1914 — 1915.  . . 343 

Average  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership 63.89 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 5.65 


Elementary  Schools 


9 

Total  amount  expended  for  elementary  schools $81,888. 69 

Average  membership  of  elementarv  schools  for  the  year 

1914—1915 . . . . 2,326 

Total  cost  per  pupil,  based  on  average  membership 35  21 

Cost  of  books  and  supplies  per  pupil 1.23 


$22,344,695.00 

442.013.18 

105,330.00 

103,803.77 

2,669 

38.89 

1.80 
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The  question  is  often  asked  why  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  has 
increased  so  much  faster  than  the  number  of  pupils.  Why  does  it  cost  so 
much  more  per  pupil  than  it  did  a few  years  ago?  The  Report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  shows  that  the  expenditure  per  pupil  in  the  State  has 
increased  at  the  rate  of  about  one  dollar  per  year  for  the  last  ten  years.  The 
high  cost  of  living  affects  the  schools  just  as  it  affects  the  family. We  pay 
more  for  what  we  get. 

The  principal  cause  for  this  increase  in  cost,  however,  is  due  to  the  gen- 
eral increase  in  teachers’  salaries.  The  tendency  every  where  has  been  for 
teachers’  salaries  to  advance.  And  they  must  advance  still  more  if  the 
teaching  profession  is  to  attract  to  it  the  bright  mind,  keen  intellect  and 
high  character  which  the  teachers’  calling  demands,  in  competition  with 
other  less  responsible  and  more  lucrative  kinds  of  employment.  The  teacher’s 
life  is  not  an  easy  one,  as  only  teachers  know,  and  greater  inducements  must 
be  offered  if  the  standard  is  to  be  kept  high. 

Salaries  in  Attleboro  compare  favorably  with  salaries  in  other  cities  of 
the  same  size,  yet  we  lost  a number  of  superior  teachers  last  year  because 
other  places  offered  higher  salaries.  Good  teachers  should  be  kept  as  long 
as  possible.  Their  services  should  be  worth  as  much  to  Attleboro  as  to  any 
other  city,  and  I believe  Attleboro  is  willing  to  pay  the  price.  In  1912,  the 
maximum  for  assistants  in  the  High  School  was  fixed  at  $850;  teachers  in 
grades  VII  and  VIII,  $700;  and  teachers  in  grades  I to  VI,  $650.  These 
salaries  should  be  increased  at  least  $50,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  grant 
only  $25  this  year.  If  all  teachers  now  receiving  the  maximum  were  granted 
this  increase,  the  total  cost  would  be  about  $1,250.  I earnestly  hope  that 
.some  action  along  this  line  may  be  taken. 

The  average  cost  per  pupil  for  each  child  in  the  average  membership  of 
the  schools  of  the  State  has  increased  about  one  dollar  a year  for  the  last 
ten  years,  as  I have  said.  The  following  table  shows  that  the  average  cost 
per  pupil  in  Attleboro  has  not  increased  quite  so  fast  as  the  average  cost  per 
pupil  for  the  State. 

TABLE  showing  average  cost  per  pupil  in  the  State  and  in  Attleboro 
for  the  last  ten  years,  according  to  State  Reports. 


1904-5 

1905-6 

1906-7 

1907-8 

1908-9 

1909-10 

State 

. $29.82 

$30.08 

$30.53 

$31.53 

$32.36 

$33.42 

Attleboro . . 

. 26.86 

27.60 

28.93 

30.79 

31.51 

31.36 

1910-11 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Increase  in 
» 10  years 

State 

. $34.36 

$38.12 

$38.91 

$39.82 

$40.41 

$10.59 

Attleboro . . 

. 34.84 

36.41 

35.13 

34.90 

36.78 

10.12 
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It  is  estimated  that  for  the  year  1916  the  sum  of  $113,411.00  will  he 
needed  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools.  This  is  an  increase  of  $8,116.22 
over  the  amount  expended  in  1915. 

Table  showing  net  expenditures  for  the  Public  Schools  for  the  past  three 
years  with  estimate  for  1916; 


Net 

Expend. 

1913 

General  Control 

School  Committee.  $1,327.27 
Superintendent  and 


Attendance  Officer . 3 ,243 . 1 1 

Instruction 60,148.03 

Operating  School 

Plant 15,169.75 

Maintaining  School 

Plant . . 3,994.89 

Auxiliary  Agencies. . . 3,258. 64 

Miscellaneous 681.16 

Evening  Schools 1,579.25 

Vacation  Schools ....  423 . 00 


$89,825.10 

Increase  over  previous 

year $5,750.22 


Net 

Expend. 

1914 

Net 

Expend. 

1915 

Estimate 

for 

1916 

$1,870.05 

$2,108.81 

$2,226.00 

3,212.41 

64,327.46 

3,419.83 

71,439.58 

3,390.00 

77,582.00 

17,299.45 

17,443  48 

17,800.00 

4,230.32 

3,501.02 

900.91 

1,411.66 

466.75 

5,261 . 68 
3,575.13 
555.26 
1,187.52 
303.49 

5.500.00 

4.388.00 

625.00 

1.450.00 

450.00 

$97,220.03 

$105,294.78 

$113,411.00 

$7,394.93 

$8,074.75 

$8,116.22 

Table  showing  number  of  pupils  and  teachers  for  the  past  three  years: 


Number  of  pupils  in  average 

1912- 

1913 

1913- 

1914 

1914- 

1915 

Fall  term 
1915 

membership 

2,407 

2,586 

2,669 

2,818 

Increase 

105 

179 

83 

149 

Number  of  teachers,  total. . . 

83 

85 

91 

97 

High  School 

11 

11 

12 

17 

Grades 

66 

68 

73 

74 

Kindergarten 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Special 

4 

4 

4 

4 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

In  July,  Mr.  Hal.  R.  Eaton,  who  had  served  very  efficiently  for  four 
years  as  principal  of  the  High  School,  resigned  to  accept  a larger  and  more 
lucrative  position  in  Bangor,  Maine.  After  careful  consideration  of  the 
various  .candidates,  Mr.  W.  B.  Alexander,  principal  of  the  High  School  of 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  was  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Although  elected  only 
a few  days  before  the  opening  of  school,  Mr.  Alexander  soon  had  control 
of  the  situation,  and  the  school  has  been  running  very  smoothly. 

The  course  in  domestic  science  advocated  in  my  last  report  is  now  an 
accomplished  fact.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Rich- 
ardson School  Fund,  who  voted  the  money  to  equip  the  room.  And  cer- 
tainly it  is  an  equipment  to  be  proud  of;  not  elaborate  but  such  as  might 
be  found  in  many  homes.  Instead  of  the  usual  gas  plate  and  the  horseshoe 
shaped  table,  six  Glenwood  ranges  were  installed  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 
Near  each  stove  is  a table  with  individual  equipment  for  four  girls,  so  that 
a class  of  twenty-four  can  be  accommodated.  A large  cabinte  in  the  rear 
of  the  room  serves  as  a closet  for  dishes,  and  larger  cooking  utensils.  The 
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cabinet  and  tables  match  the  finish  of  the  room.  The  whole  provides  a 
room,  not  so  extravagantly  furnished  as  some,  but  admirably  adapted  to 
the  needs  of  the  school.  Here  130  girls  spend  four  school  periods  a week 
learning  that  art  on  which,  some  say,  the  happiness  of  mankind  depends. 
That  they  are  succeeding,  a trial  of  the  results  will  testify. 

In  the  development  of  the  High  School  what  should  be  the  next  step?  - 
The  course  of  study  provides  the  usual  studies  preparatory  for  college  and 
for  general  training.  The  commercial  department  trains  girls  for  office 
work  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  The  boys  have  been  provided  with  a 
two-year  course  in  manual  training,  and  a four-year  course  in  mechanical 
drawing.  The  girls  have  a two-year  course  in  domestic  science.  The  next 
step  should  be  the  introduction  of  a course  in  sewing  to  follow  the  work 
being  done  in  the  grades.  The  girls  in  the  grades  already  have  sewing  for 
four  years,  and  the  eighth  grade  girls  are  taught  the  use  of  machines.  This 
work  should  now  be  followed  by  a course  in  the  High  School  to  teach  pat- 
tern making  and  dressmaking,  so  that  the  girls  may  be  able  to  make  their 
own  dresses  as  well  as  to  cook  their  own  meals.  Such  a course  would  round 
out  the  practical  side  of  the  High  School  education  so  far  as  the  girls  are 
concerned,  and  complete  its  development  for  some  time.  I believe  the 
expense  would  be  small  compared  with  the  benefits  derived. 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

The  regular  term  for  the  evening  schools  is  from  the  first  week  in 
October  to  the  close  of  the  first  week  in  February,  with  a vacation  of  two 
weeks  at  Christmas  time.  Statistics  for  1914-1915  are  as  follows: 


Attle- 

Dodge- 

Hebron- 

Total 

boro 

ville 

ville 

Enrollment,  males 

. . .191 

28 

25 

244 

Enrollment,  females 

. . . 67 

13 

10 

90 

Average  attendance 

. . . 103 

16 

21 

140 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  to  enrollment . . 

...40 

39 

60 

42 

Number  of  illiterates 

. . .119 

11 

27 

157 

The  attendance  at  the  evening  schools  for  the  term  beginning  October 
4,  1915,  has  been  much  smaller  than  usual.  The  classes  for  non-English 
speaking  pupils  have  never  been  so  small.  This  is  probably  due  in  part 
to  the  condition  of  business  in  the  city  in  the  early  fall,  and  in  part  to  the 
great  falling  off  in  immigration  during  the  past  year.  With  continued 
prosperity  in  business,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  attendance  at 
the  evening  schools  next  year  will  be  as  large  as  ever. 

An  attempt  was  made  this  year  to  form  a class  in  citizenship  for  per- 
sons who  had  declared  their  intention  of  becoming  naturalized.  Classes 
were  already  established  to  teach  the  use  of  the  English  language  to  for- 
eigners, but  it  was  thought  that  many  who  knew  sufficient  English  but  who 
were  not  naturalized  would  be  glad  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory of  our  country,  the  form  of  government  for  the  city,  state  and  nation, 
and  their  rights  and  duties  as  citizens.  Only  a small  number  appeared 
to  enroll,  however,  so  that  the  class  was  not  organized.  By  using  the  lists 
furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Naturalization  next  year,  and  by  beginning 
earlier,  it  is  hoped  that  a successful  class  may  be  formed. 


Statistics  for  the  term  October  4,  1915,  to  December  16,  1915,  are  as 
follows: 


Attle- 

Dodge- 

Hebron- 

boro 

ville 

ville 

Total 

Enrollment,  males 

109 

22 

13 

144 

Females 

54 

11 

9 

74 

Total 

163 

33 

22 

218 
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Average  attendance 

...85 

17 

16 

118 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  to  enrollment. . . 

...52 

52 

73 

54 

Number  of  male  illiterates 

...36 

12 

13 

61 

“ Female  “ 

. . . 21 

4 

9 

34 

Total 

...57 

16 

22 

95 

Number  of  male  illiterate  minors 

. . . 17 

8 

•7 

32 

Number  of  female  illiterate  minors 

. . . 15 

4 

8 

27 

Total 

...32 

12 

15 

59 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  spelling  still  continue  to  be  empha- 
sized as  the  most  important  subjects  in  the  course  of  study,  and  constant 
effort  is  being  made  to  improve  the  teaching  of  each.  Special  attention 
this  year  will  be  given  to  silent  reading  in  the  intermediate  and  grammar 
grades.  Up  to  the  present  time,  teachers  have  worked  for  expression  in  oral 
reading,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  oral  reading  in 
the  schools  is  good.  But  only  occasionally  after  leaving  school  are  people 
called  upon  to  read  orally.  Practically  all  reading  is  done  silently.  The 
study  in  the  preparation  of  lessons,  the  reading  of  newspapers,  books  and 
magazines,  the  many  occasions  in  which  the  art  of  reading  is  used,  all  depend 
upon  silent  reading.  A pupil’s  ability  to  comprehend  what  he  reads  deter- 
mines largely  his  standing  as  a student,  and  may  decide  his  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  life.  In  the  lower  grades  the  greater  part  of  the  time  is  given  to  oral 
reading,  but  in  the  upper  grades  the  time  allowed  will  be  gradually  decreased, 
and  most  of  the  time  spent  on  silent  reading.  It  is  hoped  that  the  result 
of  this  will  be  not  only  to  improve  the  work  of  the  pupils  in  reading,  but 
also  to  raise  the  standard  of  all  of  their  school  work. 

In  penmanship  commendable  progress  is  being  made.  In  October 
Mr.  A.  N.  Palmer,  whose  method  of  penmanship  is  used  in  the  schools, 
addressed  the  teachers  on  the  subject  of  penmanship.  Never  have  I seen 
a more  enthusiastic  teachers’  meeting,  and  I know  that  teachers  were  in- 
spired by  the  meeting  to  attack  the  subject  of  writing  with  renewed  zeal 
and  increased  confidence  to  secure  better  results.  Throughout  the  year 
pupils  in  the  upper  grades  are  encouraged  to  submit  their  penmanship  drills 
to  the  Palmer  Company,  and  when  the  172  drills  are  accepted  a diploma 
in  penmanship  is  awarded.  Last  year  39  received  diplomas,  152  progress 
pins,  and  637  first  buttons.  At  the  High  School,  in  the  commercial  depart- 
ment, the  securing  of  a Palmer  diploma  has  been  made  the  standard  for 
satisfactory  work  in  penmanship. 

In  arithmetic  we  are  still  trying  to  secure  accuracy  in  fundamental 
operations  and  reasoning  power  in  connection  with  problems.  All  that 
seems  useless  to  teach  has  been  eliminated.  Emphasis  is  placed  on  that 
which  the  pupil  is  most  likely  to  need  in  later  life.  We  are  not  yet  satis- 
fied with  results,  and  are  seeking  constantly  methods  for  improvement. 
We  do  not  expect  to  reach  absolute  perfection,  but  we  hope  to  place  our 
standard  so  high  that  we  shall  always  have  something  to  strive  for. 

INDUSTRIAL  EVENING  SCHOOL. 

The  industrial  classes  in  the  evening  school  have  been  carried  on  this 
year  along  the  same  lines  in  which  the  work  was  started  last  year.  The 
class  in  design  and  modelling  had  an  enrollment  of  12  and  the  class  in  tool- 
making 12.  While  the  attendance  has  not  beep  as  large  as  was  expected 
yet  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  On  account  of  the  sessions 
coming  as  they  do  at  the  busy  season  of  the  jewelry  trade,  it  is  impossible 
for  some  to  attend  regularly,  night  work  in  the  shops  interfering  in  many 
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cases.  The  attendance,  however,  compares  favorably  with  that  of  indus- 
trial evening  schools  in  other  cities,  and  it  is  the  recommendation  of  the 
advisory  committee  that  this  work  be  continued  and  if  possible  enlarged 
next  year.  The  tool-making  room  should  have  some  new  machinery,  the 
greatest  need  being  a good  milling  machine.  With  more  suitable  equip- 
ment there  is  no  doubt  that  this  class  would  soon  be  larger  than  could  be 
easily  cared  for.  An  attempt  should  also  be  made  to  form  a class  in  bench 
work.  Such  a class  would  probably  be  very  popular. 

In  all  this  work  the  aim  is  to  help  the  pupil  by  individual  instruction 
and  personal  attention  so  to  improve  the  quality  of  his  daily  work  that  Jie 
may  be  fitted  for  a better  position  and  more  quickly  win  promotion.  We 
are  not  attempting  to  teach  beginners  a new  trade  but  to  help  those  already 
started  to  advance  faster.  Every  manufacturer  in  Attleboro  should  be 
interested  in  these  classes  as  their  proper  development  means  much  to  the 
jewelry  industry. 


THE  SCHOOL  SAVINGS  BANK. 


Deposits  for  the  calendar  year  since  the  establishment  of  the  bank  in 
1908: 


Year  Deposits 

1908  (3  mos.) $2,429.00 

1909  4,497.85 

1910  4,198.25 

1911  4,142.16 

1912  3,826.22 

1913  4,406.50 

1914  3,658.13 

1915  3,680.00 


Total 


$30,338.11 


STATEMENT  JANUARY  1,  1916. 
Dr. 

Balance  on  deposit  January  1,  1915,  including  interest 


($132.72) $2,005.04 

Deposited  from  Jan.  1,  1915,  to  Jan.  1,  1916 3,680.00 

Interest  from  November,  1914,  to  May,  1915 31.20 

Interest  from  May,  1915,  to  November,  1915 11.56 


Total v. $5,727.80 


Cr. 


Transferred  to  pupils’  individual  accounts,  Jan.  1,  1915, 

to  Jan.  1,  1916. $3,918.60 

Withdrawn,  1915 72.27 

Balance  on  deposit  Janunry  1,  1916,  including  interest 

($175.48) 1,736.93 


Total $5,727.80 
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Total  amount  deposited  since  October,  1908 $30,838.11 

Number  of  individual  accounts  opened  at  the  bank  from 

October,  1908,  to  January,  1915 1,335 

January,  1915,  to  January,  1916 , 255 


Total 1,590 

Number  of  pupils  depositing  in  the  school  bank  Jan.  1,  1916 1,462 


VACATION  SCHOOLS. 
Statistics. 

July  12 — August  20,  1915. 


Dodge- 

Hebron- 

ville 

ville 

Total 

Enrollment,  boys 

64 

15 

79 

Enrollment,  girls 

65 

52 

117 

Total 

129 

67 

196 

Average  membership 

113 

61 

174 

Average  attendance 

83 

57 

140 

Per  cent,  of  attendance. . 

73 

94 

80 

COST. 

Teachers’  salaries 

$120.00 

$108.00 

$228.00 

Supplies 

39.35 

36.14 

75.49 

Total 

$159.35 

$144.14 

$303.49 

Cost  per  pupil  based  on 

average 

attendance 

$1.92 

$2.53 

$2.17 

GIFTS. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Trustees  of  the  Richardson  School  Fund  for  the 
very  excellent  equipment  for  the  domestic  science  room  at  the  High  School 
making  it  possible  to  start  work  in  domestic  science  there  this  year.  The 
Trustees  have  also  furnished  two  sewing  machines  for  the  girls  of  the 
eighth  grade,  and  four  cases  of  much  needed  maps.  Music,  drawing,  sewing, 
manual  training  and  domestic  science  have  been  introduced  and  established 
in  the  schools  through  the  action  of  these  Trustees,  and  much  of  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  the  schools  is  due  to  their  efforts.  In  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, parents  and  pupils  I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  all  that 
has  been  done. 

The  High  School  is  also  indebted  to  the  Alumni  Association  for  a very 
beautiful  Grafonola  and  a number  of  excellent  records,  and  to  the  State 
W.  R.  C.  for  a large  silk  American  flag  and  standard.  Both  these  gifts  are 
very  pleasing  to  teachers  and  pupils  and  are  highly  appreciated. 
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SIGHT  AND  HEARING  TESTS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  lawr  the  pupils  have  been 
examinedthis  year  for  defects  in  sight  and  hearing  with  the  following  result: 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  school 2810 

Number  found  defective  in  eyesight 195 

Number  found  defective  in  hearing * 36 

Number  of  parents  or  guardians  notified 213 


NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS. 


For  the  school  year  from  September,  1914,  to  June,  1915,  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  stormy  weather  as  follows: 


Date 

December  7,  1914 
January  7,  1915. 
January  13,  1915 
January  25,  1915 

February  1,  1915 
February  2,  1915 


Grades  Closed 
I — VIII  afternoon 
High  and  I — VIII  morning 
High  and  I— VIII  alliday 
IV— VIII  morning 
I— III  all  day 
I— III  all  day 
I— III  all  dav 


Educational  results  are  difficult  to  measure.  New  buildings,1 *fnew 
equipment,  new  subjects  of  study,  new  books,  are  only  the  externals  of  edu- 
cational progress.  Development  in  intellect  and  growth  in  character  rep- 
resent the  real  purpose  and  aim  of  education  and  test  the  efficiency  of  an 
educational  system.  How  successfully  our  schools  are  accomplishing  these 
purposes  time  alone  will  show.  But  if  earnestness  of  purpose  and  conscien- 
tious devotion  to  study  on  the  part  of  teachers,  the  interested  cooperation 
of  the  School  Committee  and  parents,  and  the  cordial  support  of  the  com- 
munity, are  any  guarantees  of  success,  then  we  may  feel  confident  that  the 
results  desired  will  not  be  lacking,  and  that  the  future  citizenship  of  Attle- 
boro will  rise  to  higher  ideals  of  life  and  conduct  commensurate  withjthe 
educational  opportunities  which  the  City  so  liberally  offers. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEWIS  A.  FALES. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

I,  herewith,  present  my  first  report  as  principal  of  the  Attleboro  High 
School. 

Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  is  as  follows: — 


Post  graduates 8 

Seniors 68 

Juniors 76 

Sophomores 114 

Freshmen 171 

Total 437 


This  is  a very  considerable  increase  over  the  enrollment  of  last  year. 
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The  new  teachers  on  the  faculty,  in  addition  to  the  principal,  are, — 
Mr.  Ross  P.  Chamberlain,  in  the  Science  department;  Mr.  Frederick  A. 
Calkin,  in  the  Mechanical  Drawing  and  Manual  braining  department;  Miss 
Annie  M.  Currie,  in  the  History  department;  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Partridge 
in  the  English  and  French  departments:  Miss  Emma  Poland,  in  the  Com- 
mercial department  and  Miss  Lena  F.  Shaw,  who  has  charge  of  the  new 
Domestic  Science  department. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  -started  off  fairly  well  and  is  progressing  as 
well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  many  new  teachers.  Many  of  our  pupils 
have  programs  of  work  which  are  quite  irregular  and  which  are  not  productive 
of  very  good  results.  It  would  appear  that  some  of  the  pupils  have  chosen 
such  subjects  as  will  allow  them  to  remain  in  school  and  yet  do  the  very 
least  amount  of  work.  Some  pupils  would  be  better  off  out  in  the  world 
at  some  kind  of  work, — the  school  should  not  be  a loafing  ground. 

The  new  Domestic  Science  department  has  become  very  popular  and 
is  doing  a high  grade  of  work.  It  is  hoped  that  this  much  needed  depart- 
ment may  be  enlarged  next  year.  Many  of  the  other  departments  are  over- 
crowded with  pupils  and,  to  do  the  quality  of  work  necessary  to  maintain 
proper  standards,  we  should  increase,  considerably,  the  number  of  teachers 
for  another  year. 

Our  athletics  have  started  off  well  and  our  basketball  team  has  thus 
far  been  successful.  It  is  however,  to  be  regretted  that,  with  such  a spacious 
gymnasium — out  of  use  most  of  the  time — we  have  not  physical  directors 
for  our  boys  and  girls  so  that  each  pupil  in  the  school  might  have  regular 
physical  exercises  under  supervision,  each  week.  Now  we  have  an  athletic 
director  for  those  pupils  who  need  athletic  exercises  the  least.  We  want  our 
athletic  teams  and  are  proud  of  them, — they  perform  a great  work  in  the 
school  in  developing  school  spirit  and  enthusiasm, — but  we  ought  to  give 
some  attention  to  the  physical  welfare  of  the  great  majority  of  our  pupils 
who  are  unable  to  secure  a place  on  one  of  the  regular  teams. 

The  interest  in  the  work  in  music  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of 
the  new  Graphophone  recently  presented  by  the  alumni.  The  sum  of  $85, 
proceeds  of  a Graphophone  concert  given  this  fall,  is  being  expended  to  furn- 
ish our  pupils  with  the  best  in  music.  It  would  seem  advisable,  another 
year,  to  enlarge,  if  possible,  our  field  of  music,  put  in  a course  of  harmony, 
increase  the  work  of  the  glee  clubs  and  orchestra,  and  to  allow  credit  toward 
graduation  for  work  in  music  which  was  consistently  well  done. 

It  will  appear  evident  from  the  foregoing  report  that  the  new  principal 
has  but  little  to  say  at  this  time.  He  is  getting  in  close  touch  with  every 
department  and  each  phase  of  school  activity.  No  extreme  or  radical 
changes  have  been  put  into  effect  as  yet  but  careful  observations  are  being 
made  and  plans  are  being  well  laid  for  the  future. 

The  one  point  on  which  emphasis  is  being  placed  is  the  fact  that  the 
Attleboro  High  School  is  an  institution  for  work;  real,  genuine,  hard  work, 
and  plenty  of  it.  If  we  can  secure  the  proper  cooperation  of  the  parents, 
we  can  elevate  this  school  to  a plane  second  to  none  in  the  State.  Parents 
who  send  their  sons  and  daughters  to  this  high  school  may  expect  that  every 
effort  will  be  put  forth  by  each  member  of  the  faculty  to  see  that  a generous 
amount  of  work  is  put  in  by  each  pupil  and,  if  the  parents  will  see  to  it  that 
the  proper  amount  of  careful  home  study  is  done  by  their  children,  each 
day,  the  influence  of  this  school  will  have  a marked  effect  in  the  community. 
Until  the  parents  and  pupils  realize,  clearly,  that  the  school  demands  a fair 
amount  of  the  pupil’s  time  and  energy,  then,  and  only  then,  shall  we  accom- 
plish the  work  we  should. 

The  cordial  cooperation  of  the  faculty  and  its  willingness  to  adjust  itself 
to  new  conditions  have  been  of  great  assistance.  The  generous  counsel  and 
kindly  assistance  of  the  Superintendent,  coupled  with  the  freedom  granted 
the  principal  to  work  out  his  own  ideas  and  methods  in  the  school,  have 
made  the  entrance  of  the  principal  into  his  new  field  of  work  a decidedly 
pleasant  one.  To  the  faculty  and  to  the  Superintendent,  the  principal  ex- 
presses his  sincere  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  ALEXANDER. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fates , Superintendent  of  Schools : 

The  work  of  the  Music  Department  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city 
during  the  past  year  has  been  of  much  a varied  and  interesting  character  as 
to  merit  the  attention  of  all  who  have  the  well  being  of  the  schools  at  heart. 

The  regular  work  in  the  grades  is  being  conducted  along  the  lines  laid 
down  in  past  years.  The  effort  of  the  room  teacher  to  teach  the  rudiments 
of  music  necessary  to  intelligent  reading,  and  at  the  same  time  to  further 
the  development  of  tone  quality,  is  bearing  fruit. 

The  increasing  demands  for  music  from  the  children  for  the  various 
needs  of  the  city  both  in  and  out  of  school  are  being  successfully  met  by  the 
boys’  and  girls’  glee  clubs  which  are  in  operation  in  the  larger  schools.  The 
glee  club  at  the  Sanford  Street  School  numbers  seventy,  Richardson  School 
fifty,  Bliss  School  fifty,  and  the  Bank  Street  School  thirty.  The  value  of 
the  glee  club  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  not  only  in  supplying  the 
demand  for  music  by  the  children  but  in  the  effect  upon  the  children  them- 
selves. The  enjoyment  and  interest  of  the  members  which  comes  from  this 
additional  practise  seems  to  spread  throughout  the  entire  school  and  is  re- 
flected in  the  love  of  music  which  is  growing  in  our  entire  community.  In 
this  work  I have  been  very  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Johnson  at  the  Sanford 
Street,  Miss  Miller  at  the  Richardson,  and  Miss  Tarleton  at  the  Bliss  Schools. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  to  mention  the  introduction  of  the  phonograph  into 
the  grammar  schools.  It  is  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  individual  schools 
that  they  earned  their  own  instruments.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  speak 
of  the  great  value  of  such  instruments  as  a means  of  raising  the  standard  of 
music  and  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  general  public  for 
the  loyal  support  given  the  schools  when  this  matter  was  brought  to  their 
attention;  also,  to  thank  those  who  so  kindly  gave  records  to  the  Sanford 
Street  and  the  Bliss  Schools.  It  is  my  wish  to  acquire  a circulating  library 
of  records  of  good  music  suitable  for  the  various  grades  to  be  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  regular  school  work  in  music. 

The  High  School  chorus  now  numbers  three  hundred  and  fifty  and  during 
the  singing  period  occupies  the  body  of  the  hall.  As  it  was  impossible  to  have 
the  entire  chorus  sing  at  graduation  in  June,  a chorus  of  one  hundred  was 
selected  and  performed  their  part  satisfactorily.  The  orchestra  at  the  High 
School  meets  reguarly  once  a week.  It  consists  of  five  violins,  one  cornet, 
one  clarinet,  two  saxa  phones,  and  t.he  piano,  and  comes  nearer  to  being  a 
real  orchestra  than  any  I have  seen  or  heard  in  the  High  School.  At  least 
four  other  instruments  would  be  added  to  the  orchestra  but  on  account  of 
the  students  working  in  the  afternoon  they  are  prevented  from  attending. 

The  girls’  glee  club  is  proving  one  of  the  best  means  for  the  development 
of  musical  talent  at  our  disposal.  It  numbers  thirty-six  members  who  sing 
together  once  a week,  talk  over  musical  matters,  and  listen  to  two  solos  by 
individual  members. 

The  music  work  of  the  High  School  has  been  enhanced  and  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  presentation  by  the  Alumni  of  a two  hundred  dollar 
Grafonola  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  worth  of  records.  We 
have  now  at  our  disposal  the  necessary  material  for  a course  in  Music  Ap- 
preciation and  with  this  end  in  view  only  such  records  have  been  purchased 
as  will  give  the  coming  generation  a chance  to  hear  the  best  music — sacred 
and  secular  songs,  instrumental  solos,  oratorio  and  operatic  selections,  band 
and  orchestra  selections — played  and  sung  by  the  best  artists.  This  is  a 
valuable  present  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  city  and  the  thanks  of  the  High 
School  are  hereby  extended  to  the  Alumni  for  their  timely  gift. 

I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  music  work  of  the  High  School  can  be 
made  a most  important  element  in  the  future  development  of  a more  musical 
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city.  Much  has  been  done;  there  is  still  a great  deal  to  do.  The  thoroughly 
efficient  city  school  of  to-day  has  a regular  music  curriculum  with  credited 
classes  in  music  appreciation,  theory  of  music,  and  orchestra  development. 
Our  students  have  shown  by  their  interest  that  they  are  anxious  for  these 
privileges  and  our  city  expects  us  to  turn  out  work  comparable  to  the  schools 
that  give  so  much  time  to  their  music  courses.  Attleboro  gives  only  one 
half  hour  a week  to  music  in  the  High  School.  Has  not  the  time  come,  now 
that  we  have  the  necessary  equipment,  to  broaden  our  music  courses  along 
the  lines  that  progressive  schools  are  following  all  over  the  country? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  LAING  GIBB. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fates , Superintendent  of  Schools : 

On  glancing  over  the  drawing  reports  for  the  last  few  years,  I feel  that 
we  should  state  again  what  we  are  now  trying  to  accomplish  in  our  drawing 
course. 

In  the  first  place,  the  course  aims  to  be  progressive  from  grade  to  grade, 
and  every  problem  has  a definite  purpose.  I feel  more  and  more  that  the 
drawing  will  fall  short  of  what  it  should  accomplish,  unless  it  is  related  to 
the  daily  life  of  the  children,  and  opens  their  eyes  to  the  things  about  them; 
unless  it  gets  them  into  the  habit  of  drawing  so  that  they  can  use  their  pencil 
to  express  their  ideas;  and  unless  it  reacts  in  a helpful  way  on  their  home 
life  and  outside  interests. 

The  work  is  grouped  under  Representation,  Construction,  Design  and 
Color.  These  phases  are  closely  related  and  are  often  all  used  in  working 
out  a problem. 

Representation  is  a general  use  of  drawing.  Different  phases  of  drawing 
are  emphasized  in  the  different  grades.  In  the  lower  grades,  it  is  mostly 
symbolic,  and  here  the  illustrative  drawing  is  much  encouraged.  This 
gives  delight  to  the  children  and  helps  them  visualize,  imagine  and  express 
themselves.  It  develops  the  ability  to  draw  more  correctly  when  two  or 
three  lessons  are  given  on  the  same  subject.  In  the  middle  grades,  we  em- 
phasize proportion,  begin  patterns,  working  drawings,  and  three  dimension 
drawings.  The  upper  grades  continue  this  work  and  to  it  add  quick  sketches 
and  more  careful  drawings.  The  time  given  to  drawing  is  limited,  but  the 
aim  is  to  give  the  child  a start  and  put  him  in  the  way  of  advancement. 

Construction  goes  along  with  the  drawing.  This  is  especially  true  in 
the  lower  grades  where  we  often  construct  the  thing  that  has  been  drawn  or 
cut.  Some  of  our  constructive  problems  are;  houses,  rooms,  furniture,  his- 
torical stories  and  Christmas  gifts.  The  advance  in  this  work  in  the  upper 
grades  shows  itself  in  the  ability  and  willingness  to  make  careful  plans  and 
patterns  for  the  final  construction. 

Design  enters  into  a large  part  of  our  work,  but  we  do  not  make  designs 
unless  they  are  needed  for  a definite  place.  Design  runs  throughout  our 
course  from  the  making  of  posters  and  covers  by  cuttings  in  the  lower  grades, 
to  well  spaced  printed  covers  and  posters  in  the  upper  grades.  We  make 
some  study  and  collection  of  good  designs  on  jewelry,  silverware,  furniture 
and  wall  paper. 

Color  is  definitely  taught  and  applied  to  things  in  every  day  life.  We 
use  color  schemes  for  clothing,  and  the  outside  and  inside  of  houses.  We 
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don’t  always  get  perfect  harmony  in  our  attempts,  but  we  hope  the  study 
and  talks  will  reach  out  and  touch  the  home  life  helpfully. 

I am  very  hopeful  for  the  work  this  year.  With  an  assistant,  Miss 
Bullard,  we  can  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  work.  This  year  all  schools 
are  visited  at  least  every  two  weeks,  and  some  rooms  are  visited  every  week. 
Last  year  each  grade  was  visited  but  once  in  three  weeks,  and  even  then  the 
periods  were  shorter  than  we  are  making  them  this  year. 

Three  days  a week  are  given  to  the  work  at  the  High  School.  A year 
ago  the  courses  opened  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pupils,  and  this 
year  with  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pupils.  We  are  much  pleased  with 
the  new  cabinet  which  has  been  placed  in  our  room  for  the  drawing  boards. 

We  are  trying  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  work  by  learning  to  do  well 
whatever  type  of  work  we  undertake.  I find  that  the  ability  to  do  one  thing 
well  gives  confidence  in  attempting  new  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PERSIS  A.  CROWELL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  MANUAL  TRAINING. 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fates,  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  submit  my  sixth  annual  report. 

“The  first  and  most  important  business  of  the  schools”  it  has  been  said, 
“is  to  create  a desire  for  as  much  education  as  the  individual  is  capable  of 
getting.”  It  is  here  that  the  manual  training  teacher  may  do  a great  service. 
With  the  pupils  who  do  not  readily  succeed  in  the  regular  school  subjects, 
constructive  activities  are  likely  to  result  in  encouragement  and  possibly  in 
inspiration.  That  the  pupils  are  fond  of  the  constructive  activities  is  amply 
proven  by  the  increase  in  the  numbers  who  elect  manual  training.  The 
number  of  pupils  from  the  various  schools  is  as  follows: 

High  School 

Freshmen 66 

Sophomores 29 

Juniors 6 

Seniors 4 

105 

Grammar  Grade  VIII 109 

Total 214 

Increase  over  last  year  54. 

As- reported  in  previous  years,  the  regular  classes  do  not  constitute  the 
total  number  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  manual 
training  department,  for  boys  from  the  academic  courses  ask  permission  to 
do  some  special  work,  e.  g.  work  on  wireless  outfits,  household  repairs,  pres- 
ents for  family  or  friends,  etc. 

The  work  in  the  manual  training  and  mechanical  drawing  departments 
has  increased  so  much  that  Mr.  Frederick  E.  Calkin  has  been  appointed  as 
assistant.  This  has  enabled  me  to  devote  all  my  time  to  the  manual  training 
in  the  High  School  as  well  as  having  supervision  of  grade  work  and  the  me- 
chanical drawing. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  Freshmen  covers  the  basic  principles  of 
benchwork  in  wood,  furniture  making  and  wood  turning.  Wherever  the 
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work  can  consistently  cover  these  principles  and  be  made  thoroughly  practi- 
cal, advantage  is  taken  of  the  opportunity.  The  High  School  pupils  have 
been  pleased  to  construct  various  pieces  of  school  furniture  during  the  past 
year. 

The  Sophomores  and  Juniors  take  wood  turning,  pattern  making  and 
a course  of  study  covering  the  elements  of  the  jewelry  industry.  In  con- 
nection with  the  latter  course  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  follow  out  Mr. 
Finberg’s  suggestion  to  visit  the  local  factories  and  study  the  methods  of  the 
trade.  This  should  increase  the  pupil’s  interest  in  the  jewelry  course,  give 
them  an  insight  into  the  commercial  as  well  as  the  mechanical  and  artistic 
side,  and  create  such  a lasting  interest  in  the  business  that  pupils  will  not  be 
satisfied  to  enter  the  shop  upon  leaving  school  without  special  training  along 
the  lines  which  they  choose  as  their  vocation.  This  will  teach  them  to  learn 
their  work , to  enjoy  it  and  to  fulfill  the  chief  business  of  the  school  which  has 
justly  been  said,  “is  to  teach  children  how  to  succeed  in  life.” 

In  the  pattern  making  department,  one  boy  made  a pattern  for  a new 
vulcanizer  to  replace  a broken  one,  another  pupil  made  a pattern  for  a new 
clamp  for  the  shaper  in  the  Vocational  Evening  School. 

In  the  Spring  of  1915,  it  became  necessary  to  repair  the  fence  of  the 
baseball  field.  The  Board  of  Trade  gave  the  money  for  the  lumber,  so  under 
the  supervision  of  the  manual  training  teacher  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
boys  set  to  work  and  by  the  opening  of  the  season  all  the  gaps  were  filled 
and  the  field  fenced  in. 

These  efforts  effectively  demonstrate  the  practical  value  of  manual 
training.  We  are  much  hampered  in  the  wood  turning  and  pattern  making 
by  the  small  number  of  lathes,  viz.,  four  for  39  boys.  The  introduction  of 
tool  making  machinery  for  the  Evening  Vocational  Class  has  made  it  impossi- 
ble for  us  to  increase  the  number  of  lathes  unless  the  room  be  enlarged.  A 
band  saw  would  be  a great  time  saver  in  the  pattern  work. 

The  Grammar  School  work  comprises  elementary  bench  work,  working 
drawings  and  problems  in  shop  arithmetic.  Excellency  of  work  is  considered 
of  more  value  than  speed,  though  that  side  is  ever  uppermost  in  the  mind  of 
the  teacher,  knowing  that  the  employer  of  labor  looks  for  speed  as  well  as 
accuracy. 

The  number  of  pupils  electing  mechanical  drawing  is  as  follows:  fresh- 
men 69,  sophomores  34,  juniors  19,  seniors  12,  post  graduates  2,  total  136, 
an  increase  of  37  over  1914. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Calkin  has  been  of  great  benefit  in  this  depart- 
ment enabling  us  to  give  more  time  for  teaching  the  subject,  reduce  the  size 
of  the  classes,  and  thus  secure  more  efficient  results. 

The  installation  of  a modern  drawing  board  cabinet  has  filled  a long  felt 
want,  enabling  each  pupil  to  have  a definite  place  for  his  drawing  board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  EASTWOOD. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  SEWING 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fates , Superintendent  of  Schools : 

As  we  look  over  the  past  five  years  and  note  the  development  in  this 
department,  we  may  feel  well  pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  outlined  work  is  graded  from  the  simplest  detail  to  the  finished 
garment.  The  smallest  children  are  taught  the  fundamental  stitches  and 
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then  they  apply  them  to  some  simple  model  as  making  their  own  sewing  bags, 
hemming  dish  towels,  and  making  pillow  cases.  It  is  difficult  to  draw  any 
sharp  line  between  the  work  of  the  different  grades  because  some  children 
show  more  capability  than  others  and  these  children  are  allowed  to  go  on  to 
more  difficult  work. 

Some  of  the  different  models  are  the  simple  ones  already  mentioned,  a 
tea  apron,  kitchen  apron,  flannel  petticoat,  white  petticoat,  kimona  night- 
gown and  simple  dresses. 

Four  sewing  machines  are  now  owned  by  the  city,  two  of  which  have 
been  added  to  our  equipment  this  fall.  They  are  located  in  the  Bank  Street 
School  where  we  have  a special  sewing  room  for  the  eighth  grade  girls.  It 
has  been  a pleasure  to  observ  e the  confidence  with  which  the  girls  use  the 
machines  and  the  majority  have  learned  entirely  in  this  department. 

The  variety  of  garments  exhibited  last  June  at  Bliss  Hall  proved  the 
advancement  made  in  the  work  both  in  skill  and  difficulty'.  Several  of  the 
girls  completed  garments  which  required  considerable  knowledge  in  the  use 
of  patterns  for  cutting  and  machine  work  for  finishing. 

At  present,  the  number  of  classes  necessitates  visiting  seven  of  them 
but  once  in  two  weeks  making  the  work  necessarily  rather  slow.  Good 
progress,  though,  has  been  made  for  the  time  spent. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the.  interest  shown  in  this  depart- 
ment by  the  school  committee  and  superintendent  as  evinced  by  their  willing- 
ness to  add  to  our  equipment  from  year  to  year,  and  by  the  parents  in  buying 
suitable  material  for  the  girls  to  use  in  their  sewing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MINNIE  A.  WALKER. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  following  report  of  medical  inspection  for  1915,  and  recommenda- 
tions for  1916,  is  submitted  to  you  for  consideration. 

During  the  last  year,  the  sixteen  different  schools  of  the  city  have  been 
inspected  as  I have  found  it  necessary,  and  at  present  the  annual  inspection 
of  each  pupil  is  being  carried  out  in  the  usual  form. 

This  year  I have  been  able  to  have  the  services  of  the  district  nurse 
more  often  and  in  this  way  more  sendee  has  been  rendered  to  the  pupils. 
With  the  nurses’  cooperation,  I have  operated  on  about  a dozen  children  for 
adenoids  and  tonsils,  which  would  have  remained  untreated  and  dangerous 
to  health,  if  not  for  the  persistence  of  the  nurses.  They  are  proving  most 
valuable  also  in  following  up  other  cases,  especially  where  I find  tubercular 
trouble.  These  cases  are  taken  later  to  the  tubercular  clinic  for  further 
examination.  In  view  of  the  great  service  that  has  been  and  can  be  done 
by  a school  nurse,  I recommend  that  the  school  committee  appoint  one  of 
the  district  nurses  as  school  nurse,  with  such  recompense  as  seems  advisable 
to  them. 

The  dental  clinic  has  proved  of  great  value  and  I can  already  see  the 
marked  effect  of  the  one  year’s  work.  In  doing  this  work  the  dentists  have 
done  a world  of  good  towards  preventing  disease.  I recommend  that  steps 
be  taken  to  establish  the  office  of  school  dentist  to  further  the  work  so  well 
begun. 
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In  each  school  I find  several  children  who  arc  very  backward  or  mental- 
ly deficient  who  cannot  do  the  work  of  children  of  the  same  age.  I feel  that 
it  is  a detriment  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  other  children  to  let  them  try  to 
keep  up  year  after  year  with  each  class.  I recommend  that  measures  be 
taken  to  assemble  all  such  pupils  in  one  school  and  to  appoint  one  or  more 
teachers  to  give  them  individual  care  and  attention. 

We  have  many  tubercular  families  in  town  and  therefore  many  children 
who  already  have  the  disease  or  a predisposition  towards  it.  I feel  that  it 
is  not  right  for  such  children  to  be  associated  with  other  children  in  the  closed 
school  rooms.  In  many  cities  those  children  are  brought  together  in  rooms 
especially  planned  for  their  use.  I feel  that  we  must  soon  have  such  a room 
in  our  city  and  recommend  that  the  school  committee  take  into  consideration 
the  establishment  of  an  open  air  school  room  for  the  instruction  and  care  of 
predisposed  tubercular  children. 

In  regard  to  contagion,  there  have  been  quite  a number  of  cases  of  diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever.  The  Farmers  School  had  to  be  closed  for  one  week, 
this  fall,  as  did  also  one  room  at  Sanford  School,  thus  lessening  the  spread 
of  these  diseases.  Much  work  had  to  be  carried  on  in  the  cases  of  diphtheria, 
taking  cultures  and  examining  throats,  and  at  present  the  disease  seems  on 
the  wane.  I feel  that  the  parents  are  somewhat  at  fault  in  sending  the  chil- 
dren to  school  when  they  complain  of  not  feeling  well,  as  they  are  then  more 
susceptible,  and  may  be  themselves  in  the  first  stages  of  some  contagious 
disease. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILFRED  E.  ROUNSEVILLE,  M.  D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 


Mr.  Lewis  A.  Fales,  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

The  following  report  for  the  year  1915,  I submit  to  you,  in  regard  to  the 
various  causes  of  absences  which  I have  been  called  upon  to  investigate 
during  the  year. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  there  have  been  many  cases  of  ab- 
sence caused  by  illness.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  however,  that  there  has 
not  been  as  much  absence  caused  by  truancy  as  in  former  years.  I have 
investigated  quite  a number  of  cases  of  pupils,  who  have  left  school  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  to  help  at  home,  and  who  required  home  permits.  There 
have  not  been  as  many  cases  of  absence  this  year  from  Evening  Schools  as 
in  the  past. 

The  table  below  shows  by  months  the  number  of  cases  investigated: 


For  various  causes 

Benevolence 

January 

73 

January 

36 

February.  . . . 

33 

February 

45 

March 

67 

March 

23 

April 

52 

April 

37 

May 

29 

May 

30 

June 

18 

June 

10 

September. . . 

29 

September 

9 

October 

22 

October 

11 

November.  . . 

29 

November 

9 

December. . . 

34 

December 

13 

386 

223 

Calls  made  to  schools,  mills  and  factories 

169 

Number  of  cases  taken  to  court  for  neglect  to  send  children  to  school 1 

Number  of  cases  found  to  be  illegally  employed 5 

Thanking  you  most  heartily  for  your  ever  ready  advice  and  cooperation, 
I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WARREN  PARKER. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  1916 


Mrs.  Florence  B.  Theobald, 

250  County  St. 

Term  Expires 
Jan.  1917 

Thomas  G.  Sadler, 

Telephone  172-M 
South  Attleboro. 

1917 

Walter  A.  Briggs, 

Telephone  Pawt.  336-W 
1 Cliff  St. 

1917 

Benjamin  P.  King, 

Telephone  619-R 
17  First  St. 

1918 

Mrs.  Emily  L.  Richardson, 

Telephone  153-W 
13  Maple  St. 

1918 

Telephone  354-W 

Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin, 

32  John  St. 

1918 

Telephone:  Office  279-J 
Telephone:  Residence  713- 

-W 

Walter  J.  Newman, 

177  Pine  St. 

1919 

Edwin  F.  Thayer, 

Telephone  710-M 
17  Mechanics  St. 

1919 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Ford, 

Telephone  468-M 
Tyler  St. 

1919 

Telephone  717-M 

Benjamin  P.  King 
Dr.  Reginald  P.  Dakin 
Benjamin  P.  King 


ORGANIZATION 


Chairman 

Secretary 

Representative  before  Municipal  Council 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Teachers  and  Course  of  Study 
Mr.  King,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Thayer. 

Text-books  and  Supplies 

Dr.  Dakin,  Mrs.  Ford,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Incidentals  and  Repairs 

Mr.  King,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Sadler,  Mr.  Thayer,  Mr.  Briggs. 

Visiting  Schools 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Theobald,  Mrs.  Ford,  Dr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Briggs. 

INDEPENDENT  EVENING  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Advisory  Committee 

S.  M.  Einstein,  E.  L.  Gowen,  W.  L.  King. 

H.  D.  Lincoln,  J.  H.  Harmstone. 
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SCHOOL  TELEPHONES 


Bank  Street, 
Bliss, 

Briggs  Corner, 
Dodgeville, 
Hebronville, 
High, 

Plat, 

Richardson, 
South  Attleboro, 
Tiffany, 
Washington, 


666-M 
218-R 
263-J-l 
620-J 
535-Y 
390-W 
Pawtucket  213— J 
215-R 
Pawtucket  818-R 
406-W 
Pawtucket  213-M 


TEACHERS 


HIGH  SCHOOL— County  St. 


William  B.  Alexander,  Principal, 

Ross  P.  Chamberlain,  Science, 

Edith  L.  Claflin,  German, 

Lida  H.  Marrs,  Commercial  Branches, 

Alice  J.  Macomber,  English, 

Martha  A.  Clapp,  Latin  and  English, 

Louise  A.  Thacher,  French, 

Daisy  A.  Howe,  Mathematics, 

Herbert  W.  Hamilton,  Biology, 

Mira  Poler,  English, 

Florence  M.  Holmes,  Commercial  Branches, 

Annie  M.  Currie,  History, 

Emma  Poland,  Commercial  Branches, 

Lena  F.  Shaw,  Domestic  Science, 

Elizabeth  L.  Partridge,  English  and  French, 
William  F.  Eastwood,  Manual  Training,  54  South 
Frederick  A.  Calkin,  Assistant  Manual  Training, 


27  Summer  St. 
178  South  Main  St. 

144  Pleasant  St. 
62  North  Main  St. 
21  Hodges  St. 

35  Peck  St. 
109  Dean  St. 
109  Dean  St. 
32  John  St. 
28  Fifth  St. 
15  Grove  St. 
15  Jackson  St. 
15  Grove  St. 
178  South  Main  St. 
10  Hope  St. 
Main  St.,  Mansfield, Mass. 

58  Hodges  St. 


BANK  STREET  SCHOOL— Cor.  Bank  and  Peck  Sts. 


Room 

Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal, 

3 Alice  M.  McNerney,  VIII, 

7 Effie  G.  Higgins,  VIII; 

8 Marjorie  E.  Davies,  VIII, 

4 Mildred  A.  Farnsworth,  VIII, 
6 Hazelfern  Hofmann,  VIII, 


333  Park  St. 
206  Park  St. 
191  South  Main  St. 
33  Elizabeth  St. 

21  John  St. 
19  y%  Park  Ave. 


CHARLES  E.  BLISS  SCHOOL— Park  St. 


1  Milton  P.  Dutton,  Principal, 

1 Bertha  M.  Sperry,  Asst.,  VII, 

2 Harriet  E.  Whiting,  VI, 

3 Florence  E.  Tarleton,  V, 

4 Helen  N.  Davies,  IV, 

5 Marion  Harney,  III, 

6 Elsie  E.  Bowen,  II, 

7 Roxie  M.  Taylor,  I, 

8 H.  Marion  Lillibridge,  I, 

Julia  L.  Merry  (Mrs.),  Individual  Instruction, 


333  Park  St. 
24  Park  Ave. 
15  John  St. 
8 Howard  Ave. 
33  Elizabeth  St. 
7 Pearl  St. 
Oak  Hill  Ave. 
38  Holden  St. 
2 Burnside  Ave. 
R.  R.  No.  1 
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BRIGGS  CORNER  SCHOOL 


Room 

1 Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.)  Principal,  VI,  V,  57  Bank  St. 

2 Mildred  P.  Harrison,  IV,  III,  8 Howard  Ave. 

3 Helen  L.  Johnson,  II,  I,  23  Dean  St. 

CAPRON  SCHOOL — Cor.  Fourth  and  Prospect  Sts. 

1 Lucy  H.  George,  III,  II,  55  South  Main  St.,  Mansfield,  Mass. 

2 Elizabeth  R.  Holbrook,  II,  I,  25  Dean  St. 


CARPENTER  STREET  SCHOOL 

1 Edna  L Atwell,  II,  Hebronville,  Mass. 

2 Clara  F.  Bourne,  I,  R.  R.  No.  4 

DODGEVILLE  SCHOOL 


1 Mary  G.  Gilles,  Principal,  VI,  V,  281  South  Main  St. 

2 Clara  G.  Smith,  IV,  III,  45  Thacher  St. 

3 Grace  R.  Pimer,  II,  I,  32  North  Main  St. 

FARMERS  SCHOOL— West  St. 


1 Marion  S.  Hamblett,  Principal,  VI,  V, 
3 Mary  C.  Noel,  IV,  III, 

2 Estelle  M.  Hartford,  II,  I, 


40  Elizabeth  St. 
14^  Elizabeth  St. 
165  North  Main  St. 


HEBRONVILLE  SCHOOL 


Room 

1 Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal,  VII,  VI, 

2 Maud  G.  Hodges,  V,  IV, 

3 Anna  S.  Dearborn,  III,  II, 

4 Jennie  S.  Pierce,  II,  I, 

5 Kathrina  S.  Thayer,  Kindergarten, 

5 Flora  M.  Goff,  Asst.  Kindergarten, 

PLAT  SCHOOL 


281  South  Main  St. 

Foxboro,  Mass. 
174  North  Main  St. 
Hebronville 
Steere  St. 
Hebronville 


Louise  G.  Richards,  III,  II,  I,  34  Peck  St. 

PLEASANT  STREET  SCHOOL 


1 M.  Vaulein  Moore,  III,  II,  142  County  St. 

2 Vera  H.  Sherwood,  II,  I,  19  Hayward  St. 

ABIATIIAR  A.  RICHARDSON  SCHOOL— 

Cor.  Pearl  and  Pine  Sts. 


1 Joseph  M.  McEvoy,  Principal, 

1 Harriett  M.  Miller,  Asst.,  VII, 

2 Edythe  F.  Hutchinson,  VII, 

3 Annie  L.  Williams,  VI, 

4 Ruth  F.  Sampson,  VI, 

5 Norma  I.  Bake,  V, 

6 Florence  L.  Gould,  IV, 


10  Elizabeth  St. 
33  Elizabeth  St. 
126  South  Main  St. 
48  Dunham  St. 
19  Hayward  St. 
126  South  Main  St. 
8 School  St. 


HIGH  SCHOOl 


Domestic  Science  Room 


Manual  Arts 
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Room 

7 

Rachel  U.  Bessom,  IV,  III, 

50  Dunham  St. 

8 

Maud  M.  Ryley,  III, 

145  Pleasant  St. 

9 

Florence  M.  Lillibridge,  II, 

2 Burnside  Ave. 

10 

Annie  H.  Traill,  I, 

118  Union  St. 

Amy  E.  White,  Individual  Instruction, 

54  Dean  St. 

SANFORD  STREET  SCHOOL 

2 

A.  Irvin  Studley,  Principal, 

6 Sturdy  St. 

2 

Hannah  M.  Pratt,  Asst.,  VII, 

24  Dean  St. 

1 

Clara  J.  Currie,  VII, 

12  Holden  St. 

4 

Laura  V.  Arentzen,  VI, 

8 Jefferson  St. 

3 

Ruby  L.  Johnson,  VI, 

58  Hodges  St. 

8 

Zita  Simms,  V, 

119  Pine  St. 

7 

Alice  M.  Gallup,  V,  89  East 

St.,  Mansfield,  Mass. 

6 

Fannie  H.  McVay,  IV, 

8 Howard  Ave. 

5 

Nellie  L.  Barker,  IV, 

33  Elizabeth  St. 

9 

Mary  E.  McManus,  III, 

82  Dean  St. 

11 

Margaret  F.  Gaynor,  II, 

9 West  St. 

10 

Bertha  L.  Mowry,  I, 

5 Second  St. 

Leonora  P.  Beers,  Individual  Instruction, 

171  South  Main  St. 

SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOI 

1 

Dorothy  M.  Buffum,  Principal,  VIII,  VII, 

20  Second  St. 

2 

Alma  C.  Hillman,  VI,  V, 

Thacher  St. 

3 

Carrie  M.  Durgin,  IV,  III, 

8 Howard  Ave. 

4 

Helen  N.  Richards,  II,  I, 

64  Peck  St. 

JOSEPH  O.  TIFFANY  SCHOOL  -Thacher  St. 

1 

0.  Cora  Chatterton  (Mrs.),  Principal  VII,  VI, 

205  South  Main  St. 

3 

Mary  V.  Mulligan,  VI,  V, 

75  Orange  St. 

4 

Leila  M.  Robinson,  IV,  III, 

50  Dunham  St. 

5 

Inez  M.  Hall,  III, 

142  County  St. 

7 

Elizabeth  E.  Sherwood,  II, 

19  Hayward  St. 

8 

Agnes  L.  Bryant,  I, 

South  Attleboro 

WASHINGTON  SCHOOL 

1 

Grace  L.  Sullivan,  Principal,  VIII,  VII, 

118  Union  St. 

2 

Marion  L.  Fountain,  VI,  V, 

22 Jefferson  St. 

3 

Katherine  Maier,  IV,  III, 

8 Howard  Ave. 

4 

Hazel  Huxley,  II,  I, 

11  Cliff  St. 

SUPERVISORS  AND  SPECIAL  TEACHERS 


John  Laing  Gibb,  Music, 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday. 
Persis  A.  Crowell,  Drawing, 

Office  hour:  Monday,  4:15-5  P.  M. 
Helen  P.  Bullard,  Assistant, 

Office  hour:  Thursday,  4:15-5  P.  M. 
Minnie  A.  Walker,  Sewing, 


103  Bank  St. 
91  Peck  St. 
7 Pearl  St. 


Hebronville 
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EVENING  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
Attleboro  Evening  School 


High  School  Building — County  St. 


*Abbie  C.  Hill  (Mrs.)  Principal, 
♦Mary  E.  McManus,  Assistant, 
* Dorothy  M.  Buffum, 

Ada  G.  Cochrane  (Mrs.), 

*Leila  M.  Robinson, 

*Lida  H.  Marrs, 

Nora  Fitzgerald, 

♦Frederick  A.  Calkin, 

Margaret  A.  Gow, 


57  Bank  St. 
82  Dean  St. 
20  Second  St. 
60  Dean  St. 
50  Dunham  St. 
62  North  Main  St. 
13  Hope  St. 
58  Hodges  St. 
29  John  St. 


DODGEVILLE  EVENING  SCHOOL 

♦Martha  J.  Roberts,  Principal,  281  South  Main  St. 

Eliza  H.  Wales,  (Mrs.),  11  Manchester  St. 

HEBRONVILLE  EVENING  SCHOOL 

♦Jennie  S.  Pierce,  Principal,  Hebronville 

♦Maud  M.  Ryley,  145  Pleasant  St. 

♦Teachers  also  in  Attleboro  Day  Schools. 

JANITORS 


Robert  Barnes,  High,  Room  404,  Bronson  Annex 

Joseph  I.  Tharl,  • 301  South  Main  St. 

Bank  St.  Sanford  St.,  Carpenter  St.,  Pleasant  St.,  South  Main  St. 


John  V.  Stone,  Richardson, 

Charles  C.  Rockwood,  Bliss 
Charles  J.  Nelson,  Tiffany, 

Sheldon  Williams,  Farmers, 

Edward  B.  Childs,  Capron, 

George  B.  Reynolds,  Briggs  Corner, 
Bilsborrow  Ainsworth,  Dodgeville, 
Alex  Lapalme,  Hebronville, 

Thomas  F.  Dean, 

Raymond  Avey,  Washington, 

David  Hamilton,  Plat, 


11  Grove  St. 
23  East  St. 
9 Summer  St. 
62  North  Main  St. 
20  Prospect  St. 
R.  F.  D.  No.  1 
96  South  Main  St.,  Dodgeville,  Mass. 
Knight  Ave.,  Hebronville,  Mass. 

South  Attleboro,  Mass. 
R.  F.  D.  No.  5 
R.  F.  D.  No.  5 


GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
ATTLEBORO  HIGH  SCHOOL 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  Evening,  June  24,  1915. 

PROGRAM 


The  Heavens  Resound Beethoven 

Chorus 

Prayer, 

Solo.  The  Year’s  at  the  Spring Beach 


Doris  Estelle  Wilde 
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Address  of  Welcome, 
Class  History, 


Lincoln  Heyes 

Am  IE  COLDWELL  ALFRED 
Edgar  Selwyn  Kerfoot 


Selections  from  La  Traviata Verdi 

Chorus 


Class  Essay.  The  Growth  of  an  Educational  System  in  the  United  States 
Florence  Rose  Thomae 

Class  Will, 

Alice  Louise  McClatchey 


a.  Night Abt 

b.  Morn  Rise Czibulka 


Glee  Club 


Class  Oration.  Veritas 


Louis  Sallet 


Class  Prophecy, 

Henry  Bescher  Moelter 
VlLLETTE  AlIDA  WHITE 
Edward  Joseph  Logan 


a.  Who  is  Silvia? Schubert 

b.  Oh,  My  Love’s  Like  a Red,  Red  Rose Garrett 

Chorus 


Essay  and  Valedictory.  Some  Uses  of  Slang, 

Ruth  Ervena  Cole 

Presentation  of  Diplomas. 


Benediction. 


GRADUATES 


Amie  Coldwell  Alfred 
Dorothy  Elizabeth  Barrows 
Marion  Helene  Beck 
Mattie  Evelyn  Betts 
Francis  John  Bird 
Ivy  Dale  Burton 
Ruby  Ellis  Burton 
Charles  Raymond  Carpenter 
Lillian  Mary  Chapman 
Ruth  Ervena  Cole 
Millicent  Bosworth  Cooke 
Frederick  Noah  Cooper 
Lucille  Adelaide  Cunningham 
Ethel  Irene  Faulkner 
Lizetta  Fay  Fiske 
Russell  Franklin  Gibbs 
Lester  James  Gilroy 
Lucy  Francis  Gilroy 
Mary  Eleanor  Grindell 
Estella  Louise  Hale 
Charles  Edward  Hayward 
Lincoln  Heyes 
Madalene  Augusta  Hodges 
Marion  Ethel  Hopkins 
Cicely  Vanderveeke  Horner 
Harold  Smith  Horton 
Mildred  Orr  Gil-lson 
Edgar  Selwyn  Kerfoot 


Mary  Edith  Kerkhoff 
Eula  Dean  Lane 
Mary  Viola  Lewis 
Edward  Joseph  Logan 
Irville  Herbert  MacKinnon 
Alice  Louise  McClatchey 
Henry  Bescher  Moelter 
Lucy  Abbie  Money 
Cora  Margaret  O’Connor 
Madeline  Rose  O’Neil 
Esther  Elizabeth  Perkins 
Berenice  Miriam  Rothschild 
Louis  Sallet 

Ruth  Mildred  Simmonds 
Byron  Wheaton  Smith 
Earle  Linwood  Swift 
Florence  Rose  Thomae 
Lester  Winthrop  Thurber 
Edith  Louise  Ward 
Berlyn  Earl  White 
Helen  Elizabeth  White 
Villette  Alida  White 
Lila  Herman  Whiting 
Herbert  Hyde  Pope  Whittemore 
Doris  Estelle  Wilde 
Helen  Doris  Williams 
Bertha  Olive  Woodworth 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

BANK  STREET  AND  WASHINGTON  STREET  SCHOOLS 

High  School  Hall,  Thursday  afternoon,  June  24,  1915 

PROGRAM 


Chorus — “To  Thee,  O Country” Eichberg 

Invocation — 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Horner 

Selections  from  “Snowbound” — 

Russell  Weaver  Conant 


Girls’  Double  Quartet — 

(a)  “A  Merry  Life” Denza 

(b)  “Drink  To  me  Only  With  Thine  Eyes” Clifford  Page 


Linda  Colburn  Catherine  Bean 

Mildred  Sullivan  Pauline  Murawski 

Myrtle  Wendelstein  Vera  Hodgkins 

Eva  Girard  Flora  MacQuarrie 

Advantages  of  Uniting  the  Eight  Grades — 

Rebecca  Grace  Sillman 


Saxophone  Solo — 

(a)  “Flower  Song” G Lange 

(b)  “Miserere” Verdi. 


Julia  Mella  Nicola 
Accompanied  by  Muriel  Searle  Allen 


“The  House  by  the  Side  of  the  Road” 

(a)  A Brief  Sketch  of  the  Author’s  Life 

Clarence  Edward  Ralph 


(b)  Recitation — 

Alphonse  Paquet 
Burton  Raymond 
Edith  Hudson 
Ida  Richards 


David  Betts 
Ellen  Dugan, 
Edna  Knappen 
Sedwell  Thomas 


Alice  Young 


Girls’  Chorus — 

(a)  “When  the  Roses  Bloom  Again” Stephen  Adams 

(b)  “Cradle  Song” W.  H.  Neidlinger 

’“On  the  Road  to  Success” 

Beulah  Josephine  Clap 

Chorus — “Nightingale  arid  Rose” Carl  Lehnart 

“The  Blue  Elower” Henry  Van  Dyke 

Flora  MacQuarrie 


Accompanied  by  William  Joseph  Kenney,  Jr. 


Drill- 

Chorus — “Away  to  the  Woods” 
Presentation  of  Diplomas. 


Johann  Schrammel 
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GRADUATES 


Theon  George  Henry  Adams 
Hilda  Adams 
Muriel  Searle  Allen 
Cedric  Leavitt  Amsbury 
Ejnar  Richard  Anderson 
Harold  Dean  Baker,  Jr. 

Carlton  Frederick  Ballou 
Hazel  May  Ballou 
Francis  Joseph  Barrett 
Gertrude  Ada  Barrowinan 
Gladys  Margaret  Bauer 
Florence  Katherine  Baumgartel 
Catherine  Douglas  Bean 
Peter  Otto  Becker,  Jr. 

David  Wilson  Betts 

Edith  Isabella  Beuttel 

Francis  Charlotte  Blair 

Lillian  Johanna  Brack 

Mildred  Alice  Bradley 

Henry  Brask 

Helen  Leah  Brown 

Mabel  Alma  Bruce 

Dorothea  Marie  Bundy 

Harriet  Kaley  Bushee 

Muriel  Callowhill 

George  Kenelm  Chace 

Mildred  Cleaves  Chamberlin 

Robert  Roy  Chapman 

Arthur  Boulay  Chartier 

Beulah  Josephine  Clap 

Beatrice  Alice  Clarke 

Mary  Etta  Clegg 

Harry  Elmer  Codding 

Linda  Marion  Colburn 

Eugene  Roberts  Cole 

Russell  Weaver  Conant 

Mary  Antoinette  Crecca 

George  Albert  Crook 

Alfred  Tobitt  Crosby 

Mary  Burnadette  Cunningham 

Alexander  Young  Cunningham,  Jr. 

Delacy  Edward  Davison 

Elizabeth  Martha  DeCastro 

Yvette  Irene  Desmarais 

Carroll  Russell  Doxey 

Ellen  Frances  Doyle 

Ellen  Dugan 

Lyma  Mildred  Dunbar 

David  Herbert  Eastman 

Earle  Joseph  Edwards 

Harry  Gifford  Ellis 

Rosella  Mary  Farrell 

Francis  Leroy  Fiske 

Alice  Loretta  Flavin 

Dora  Fleischer 

May  Gertrude  Fletcher 

Harry  Joseph  Flynn 


Carlton  St.  Clair  Ford 
Gladys  Ivalou  Frear 
Louis  Eugene  Gagner 
Raymond  Amos  Gagner 
Ernest  Walter  Geddes 
Athanase  Armand  Gibault 
George  Ferns  Gifford 
Rose  Eva  Girard 
Robert  Globus 
Edward  Frank  Gobin,  Jr. 

Henry  Ovila  Gobin 
Joseph  Arthur  Gobin 
Alice  May  Grant 
Ernest  Simmons  Gunner 
Carl  John  Hanson 
Gladys  Hinds 
William  Parker  Hodge 
Vera  May  Hodgkins 
Robert  Samuel  Horner 
Leah  Sumena  Houde 
Edith  Ray  Hudson 
Lucy  Loretta  Hunt 
Florence  Isabella  Kelley 
William  Joseph  Kenney,  Jr. 

Bessie  Ellen  Kerkhoff 
Ruth  Stella  Kiff 
Mildred  Irene  Killion 
Florence  Roseanna  King 
Edna  Elizabeth  Knappen 
Lillian  Elvira  Larson 
Edna  Lees 

Alma  Marguerite  Lewis 

Charles  Cutler  Lewis 

Elsie  Emily  Lundgren 

Flora  MacQuarrie 

Frances  Geraldine  Mahoney 

Helen  Frances  Maloney 

Eugene  Lebaron  Manchester 

Hugh  William  Marshall 

John  Hugh  Francis  Meegan 

John  William  Metters 

Johanna  Marion  McAuliffe 

William  Francis  McNary 

Lucy  McRae 

Gerald  Barre  Milot 

Mabel  Anna  Moehle 

Wilbur  Dawley  Money 

Dorothy  Allen  Monroe 

Erie  Wightman  Morse 

Raymond  Francis  Mulkern 

Pauline  Agnes  Murawski 

Arthur  Harold  Nelson 

Olive  Ada  Nerney 

Marguerite  Virginia  Alice  Newman 

Julia  Mella  Nicola 

William  Patrick  Nihan 

Thomas  Francis  O’Keefe 
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Dorothy  Agnes  O’Leary 
John  Harold  O’Leary 
Katherine  Mary  O’Neill 
Russell  Graham  Oswald 
Alphonse  Augustin  Paquet 
Mabel  Buckingham  Parker 
Lillie  Helen  Paul 
Mildred  Alice  Peterson 
Elsie  Louise  Pike 
Grace  Viola  Pineo 
Raymond  Elwin  Potter 
Roland  Lester  Powe 
Rosella  Elizabeth  Quinn 
Clarence  Edward  Ralph 
Burton  Sutcliffe  Raymond 
Myrtle  Rose  Redding 
Albert  Andrew  Remington,  Jr. 
Ida  Wynne  Richards 
Chester  William  Riley 
Clifford  Ashton  Rounseville 
Marguerite  Pierson  Ryan 
Beatrice  Rogers  Salt 
Elliot  Frank  Sanford 
Albert  Schofield 
Charles  Henry  Schneider 
Florence  Marion  Siddall 
Rebecca  Grace  Sillman 


Earle  Gilworth  Simmonds 
Lillian  Elizabeth  Simpson 
Cecelia  Annie  Smith 
Helen  Houston  Smith 
George  Irving  Spatcher 
Grace  Howland  Stafford 
William  Arthur  Staplin 
Francis  Henry  Stelter 
Ruth  Robinson  Sturdy 
Mildred  Mary  Sullivan 
Walter  Sigfred  Swanson 
Edwin  Warwick  Taylor 
Sedwell  Ann  Thomas 
Charles  Albert  Tillson 
Irene  Clare  Timbrell 
John  Milton  Vine 
Henry  Gustave  Wagner 
Marion  Waterman 
Myrtle  Wilbur  Wendelstein 
Mary  Katherine  Whalen 
Norma  Bliss  Whitmarsh 
Ruth  Augusta  Williams 
Mildred  Ethel  Wilmarth 
Flora  Yetta  Wolfe 
Annie  Grace  Young 
Alice  Amanda  Young 


GRADUATION  EXERCISES 
SOUTH  ATTLEBORO  SCHOOL 

Bethany  Chapel,  Wednesday  Evening,  June  23,  1915 

PROGRAM 

March. 

Invocation, 

Rev.  Seelye  Bryant 


Address  of  Welcome, 

Mildred  C.  Culbert 

Chorus-t— “Morning  Invitation’’ 

The  Life  of  James  Russell  Lowell, 

Ethel  M.  E.  Todd 


Piano  Solo — “Valse” 

Dorothy  C.  Gatchell 


“The  Heritage” 


Arvid  J.  Johnson 


“The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal” 

(Introduction  to  Part  I) 
Dorothy  A.  Abbott 


Veazie 


Durand 
. Lowell 
. Lowell 
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Chorus — “Hey,  Ho,  Merry  June” Vincent 

“The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal” Lowell 

(Part  I) 

G.  Gladys  Orr 

Solo — “The  Four  Leaf  Clover” Reese 

Dorothy  C.  Gatchell 

“The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal” Lowell 

(Introduction  to  Part  II) 

Herbert  D.  Kenyon 

Piano  Solo — “Austrian  Song” Pacher 

Dorothy  A.  Abbott 

“The  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal” .Lowell 

(Part  II) 

Clifford  E.  Dieterle 


Chorus — “Forget-Me-Not” Giese 

Presentation  of  Diplomas. 


Dorothy  Arabine  Abbott 
Mildred  Carlton  Culbert 
Clifford  Emile  Dieterle 
Dorothy  Capron  Gatchell 


GRADUATES 

Arvid  Julius  Johnson 
Herbert  DeWitt  Kenyon,  Jr. 
Gertrude  Gladys  Orr 
Ethel  May  Evelyn  Todd 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


153 


CITY  SOLICITOR 


LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

CITY  OF  ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 

December  15,  1915. 

To  His  Honor , Harold  E.  Sweet,  .Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 

Dear  Sir: — 

In  response  to  your  request  for  a report  of  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Attleboro,  I submit  the  following  which  covers  a period  of  ten  and 
one  half  months,  beginning  January  15,  1915,  and  ending  November  30, 
1915.  This  report  covers  the  period  while  I was  acting  City  Solicitor,  that 
is  from  January  15,  1915,  to  February  23,  1915,  on  which  last  date  I qual- 
ified as  City  Solicitor. 

The  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  this  Department  during  the  ten 
and  one-half  months  above  mentioned,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred 
and  seven,  are  tabulated  below: 


Legislative  Acts  Drafted 4 

Legislative  Hearings  Attended 5 

Ordinances  Drafted,  (Inc.  Rules  and  Regulations  of  Depts.)  12 

Hearings  before  the  Mayor 1 

Council  Meetings 5 

Committee  Meetings 8 

Heads  of  Department  Meetings 5 

Written  Opinions 20 

Verbal  Opinions 16 

Conferences 139 

Contracts  Drafted 14 

Miscellaneous  Documents  Drafted 5 

Suits  in  which  the  City  is  interested 60 

Claims  against  the  City,  settled 1 

Views  taken 6 

Number  days  of  Rifle  Range  matter 6 

307 

Times  absent  from  the  City  on  City  business 31 


Three  of  the  four  Legislative  Acts  were  enacted  by  the  Legislature  dur- 
ing the  year  1915,  while  the  fourth,  the  Board  of  Survey  Act,  is  now  being 
considered  by  the  Municipal  Council  and  will  probably  be  presented  in 
the  form  of  a bill  to  the  incoming  Legislature. 

The  Legislative  Hearings  referred  to,  are  hearings  on  bills  of  impor- 
tance to  the  City  of  Attleboro,  such  as  the  half  mill  school  tax,  and  the 
three  Acts  referred  to  above. 
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The  hearing  before  the  Mayor  is  the  hearing  given  to  John  M.  Fisher 
on  October  20,  1915. 

Twenty  written  opinions  and  sixteen  verbal  opinions  were  given  to 
the  Mayor,  Municipal  Council  and  the  Heads  of  the  various  Departments. 
I have  drawn  a distinction  between  a Conference  and  a Verbal  Opinion. 
In  a great  many  cases  the  information  desired  could  be  given  at  the  time 
the  inquiry  was  made  and  in  those  cases  the  facts  were  discussed,  advice 
given  and  the  incident  closed  at  one  sitting.  This  class  of  cases  has  been 
referred  to  as  Conferences.  In  cases,  however,  where  an  examination  of  the 
law  was  required,  a written  opinion  was  given  when  requested,  otherwise 
a verbal  opinion  was  given. 

Fifty-six  suits  were  summoned  by  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  recover- 
ing amounts  due  on  the  sewer  taxes.  Fifty-five  of  these  suits  were  adjusted 
and  settled  in  accordance  with  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Municipal  Coun- 
cil. The  other  suit  was  entered  in  Court,  judgment  was  recovered  and 
the  execution  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff  The  case  of  Duranleau 
vs.  the  City  of  Attleboro,  is  now  pending  before  the  Superior  Court  and  in 
all  probability  will  be  tried  at  the  March  jury  sitting  in  Taunton.  , 

I participated  in  two  cases  in  the  Criminal  Courts  for  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor.  While  it  is  not  a part  of  my  duty  to  prosecute  criminal  cases, 
I assisted  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  at  their  request,  because  in  both  of 
these  cases  it  might  have  been  possible  to  recover  some  of  the  money  ex- 
pended by  the  Poor  Department  of  the  City  of  Attleboro,  which  money  was 
chargeable  to  the  defendants  and  one  of  these  cases  resulted  in  an  order 
made  by  the  Court  for  the  payment  of  a certain  sum  to  the  Probation 
Officer  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  of  Attleboro.  The  other  case  has  not 
been  disposed  of  as  yet. 

At  the  request  of  the  Municipal  Council  I assented  to  a decree  in  the 
Grade  Crossing  case. 

A claim  against  the  City  for  injuries  sustained  by  Mrs.  Dickinson,  on 
Union  Street,  was  settled. 

The  views  were  taken  in  six  cases  like  the  Duranleau  case,  where  it 
was  necessary  to  see  the  premises  under  certain  conditions  in  order  that 
the  case  might  be  presented  properly  at  the  time  of  its  trial,  three  were  taken 
in  this  case,  one  in  the  Dickinson  matter,  one  at  Tiffany  School  on  the 
Hanna  claim  and  one  of  the  property  of  Mr  Eldredge  on  Jefferson  Street. 

No  account  was  kept  of  the  number  of  hours  required  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  these  duties  and  a number  of  minor  matters  were  not  taken  into 
consideration.  During  the  first  few  months  a great  deal  of  my  stenogra- 
phic work  was  done  in  my  own  office  at  my  own  expense  and  with  my  own 
material  and  supplies. 

The  amount  of  salary  due  during  the  ten  and  one-half  months,  was 
$439.26  and  the  expenses  amounted  to  $50.16.  Considering  the  amount 
of  service  required  by  this  office  and  also  the  fact  that  the  incumbent  can- 
not, in  his  private  practice,  accept  any  cases  in  which  the  City  of  Attle- 
boro might  also  become  interested,  the  salary  for  this  office  is  inadequate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  COADY, 

City  Solicitor. 
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SEALER  OF 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  6,  1915. 


To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council: 


I herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  of  the  department  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1915: 

Non 

Adjusted  Sealed  Sealed  Condemned 


Platform,  over  5,000  lbs 

3 

14 

1 

Platform,  under  5,000  lbs 

19 

131 

9 

3 

Counter  scale 

12 

147 

6 

4 

Beam  scale 

1 

6 

Spring  balance 

8 

169 

11 

Computing  scale 

1 

54 

Slot  weighing  scales 

14 

1 

Weights 

149 

1258 

5 

Dry  measures 

19 

2 

Liquid  measures 

309 

44 

Oil  measuring  pumps 

4 

28 

Molasses  measuring  pumps 

22 

Yard  measures 

56  . 

3 

Total 

197 

2227 

15 

74 

Office  calls  for  sealing.  . 
Outside  calls  for  sealing 
Milk  teams  inspected. . . 
Peddlers,  inspected.  . . . 

Re-weighing  coal 

Sealing  fees 

Expenses 


$139.94 

$113.48 


83 

322 

26 

23 

10 


Although  it  has  been  generally  understood  that  the  sealer  could  be 
found  at  his  office  forenoons,  no  specific  time  having  been  stated  it  is  my 
intention  to  have  office  hours  in  the  futute  to  accommodate  the  great  num- 
ber of  people  who  wish  to  see  the  sealer  for  sealing  or  seek  information  in 
regard  to  the  weights  and  measure  laws. 

As  all  fruit  and  vegetables  are  sold  by  weight  or  count,  I have  refused 
to  seal  or  allow  the  dry  measure  to  be  carried  by  peddlers  as  they  could 
only  be  used  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Subdivided  measures  have  also  been  condemned  and  only  self  con- 
tainers will  be  sealed  in  the  future. 

Recent  legislation  in  placing  the  supervision  of  the  hawkers  and  ped- 
dlers, the  sealing  of  druggist  scales  and  weights  upon  the  local  sealer  and 
many  demands  of  the  State  Department,  the  office  of  sealer  in  Attleboro 
has  remained  the  same  and  from  my  experience  of  the  past  year,  I believe 
the  sealer  should  give  his  entire  time  to  the  work. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Every  home  should  have  a good  scale,  linear  and  liquid  measure,  then 
check  up  purchases  and  demand  full  weight  and  measure.  Weight  cards 
will  be  furnished  by  this  office  after  January  1st. 

All  complaints  of  insufficient  weight  or  measure  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  this  office  and  will  be  considered  confidential  and  promptly  in- 
vestigated. 

The  testing  balance  now  in  use  is  entirely  unsuited  to  the  work  and 
I would  recommend  that  it  be  exchanged  for  one  of  a more  modern  and 
accurate  type  and  that  the  city  purchase 

1 Set  of  Apothecary  Weights,  1 lb.  to  1-10  grain. 

1 Set  of  Metric  Weights,  500  grams  to  1 millogram. 

1 Gal.  measure. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  calls  received  by  the  different  city  offices,  a 
telephone  extension  with  the  City  Auditor’s  office  should  be  installed. 

ESTIMATED  COST  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Balance $35 . 00 

Apothecary  Weights 18.00 

Metric  Weights 6.50 

1 Gallon  measure. . 9.25 


$68.75 

Allowance  on  old  balance $15.00 


Total ' $53.75 

Estimated  expenses • 125.00 


Total 


$178.75 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAFFNEY, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


INSPECTOR  OF  KEROSENE  OIL. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  December  18,  1915. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council,  of  the  City  of  Attleboro, 
Mass: — 

Gentlemen: — 

I herewith  report  as  Inspector  of  Kerosene  Oil,  that  I have  taken 
samples  from  fifty-six  (56)  stores  at  different  seasons  of  the  year  and  tested 
each  one  separately  by  the  Tagliabue  System  to  be  required  temperature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HUGH  GAFFNEY, 

Inspector  of  Kerosene  Oil. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


December  20,  1915. 

To  His  Honor,  Harold  E.  Sweet,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Attleboro: — 

Dear  Sir: — 

I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Inspector  of  Wires,  for  the 
year  beginning  January  1,  1915,  and  ending  November  31,  1915. 


Month 

Applications 

Permits 

Inspections 

January 

42 

29 

50 

February 

18 

18 

25 

March 

25 

18 

30 

April 

38 

22 

26 

May 

28 

29 

30 

June 

27 

14 

24 

July 

18 

24 

23 

August 

10 

18 

17 

September 

42 

50 

43 

October 

54 

53 

51 

November 

35 

34 

39 

Outside 


50 

10 

47 

50 


5 

10 


337  309  358 

172 


172 


Total  inspection 

Number  of  miles  for  motor 


530 

.500 


The  work  of  the  contractors  has  been  most  satisfactory  and  the  out- 
side construction  work  of  both  the  electric  light  and  telephone  wires  is  in 
excellent  condition. 

As  I have  previously  recommended,  I would  again  urge  that  the  Attle- 
boro Steam  & Electric  Company  be  required  to  ground  their  system  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  rules  of  the  New  England  Insurance  Exchange. 

I would  suggest  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Inspector  of 
Wires  be  revised  in  accordance  with  both  the  State  and  Insurance  Laws, 
which  are  so  constantly  changing  from  year  to  year. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  all  persons  doing  electric  construction  are  now 
required,  according  to  Sections  I to  II,  Chapter  296,  of  the  State  Laws,  to 
be  licensed  men. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
B.  C.  WITHERELL, 


Inspector  of  Wires. 
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CITY  AUDITOR 


To  the  Hon.  Mayor  and  Municipal  Council : 

Gentlemen : — 

I have  the  honor  to  present  the  annual  report  of  this  department  for 
the  financial  year,  ending  Dec.  31,  1915,  a general  Balance  Sheet,  exhibiting 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  City,  and  supported  by  departmental  schedules, 
thus  portraying  exactly  the  true  condition  of  the  City’s  finances  and  results 
of  operations.  The  value  of  such  a system  is  apparent  when  we  can  present 
to  public  officials,  statements  which  at  a glance  will  inform  them  as  to  the 
actual  cost  of  administration,  operation  and  maintenance  of  each  depart- 
ment and  from  which  comparisons  can  be  made,  and  which  will  draw  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  providing  for  greater  economy  and  efficiency 
in  the  operation  of  a department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Attleboro,  Mass.,  Feb.  26,  1916. 


EDGAR  F.  BOSWORTH, 

City  Auditor. 


DEBT  LIMIT  AND  BORROWING  CAPACITY,  DEC.  31,  1915. 


$21,083,190.00 

527,079.75 


Our  present  liabilities  (as  of 
Dec.  31,  1915)  are — 

Water  Bonds 

Sewer  Bonds 

High  School  Bonds $148,000.00 

Fire  Station  Bonds 19,000.00 

Highway  Bonds 40,000.00 

School  House  Bonds 30,000 . 00 


Total  Bonds — Water,  Gen- 
eral and  Sewer $1,259,500.00 

Time  Notes $35,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Tax  Notes. . . . 125,000.00  160,000.00 


Total  Debt— Bonds  and  Notes  $1,419,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Assets — 

Water  Department $132,112.47 

General  Department 65,136.70 

*Sewer  Loan  Investment  Fund  108,977.25  $306,226.42 


Net  Bonded  and  Floating 
Debt 


$601,500.00 

421,000.00 

$237,000.00 


Our  average  valuation  for  the 
past  three  years,  less  abate- 
ments is 

Our  debt  limit,  under  existing 
laws,  23^%  of  this  is 


$1,113,273.58 
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Above  liabilities,  outside  debt 
limit,  are — 

Water  Bonds $601,500.00 

Sewer  Bonds 421,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Tax  Notes. . . . 125,000.00 


$1,147,500.00 

Less  Water  and  Sewer  Sinking 

Fund  Assets $241,089.72  $906,410.28 


Net  Debt,  within  debt  limit. . . $206,863.30 


Borrowing  Capacity,  Jan.  1,  1916  $320,216.45 

Borrowing  Capacity,  Jan.  1,  1915  267,701.20 


Net  increase  in  borrowing  capacity  $52,515.25 


Reduction  in  Net  Debt $97,561.56 

*Not  taken  into  account  in  last  year’s  summary. 


SCHEDULE  OF  CITY  PROPERTY. 


Fire  Dept.,  Buildings  and  Land $87,400.00 

Fire  Dept.,  Apparatus 32,300.00 

Fire  Dept.,  Fire  Alarm  System 16,700.00 

$136,400.00 

School  Dept.,  Buildings  and  Land $523,200.00 

School  Dept.,  Equipment  and  Supplies 47,500.00 

— $570,700.00 

Public  Works  Department 

Office  Furniture  and  Plans $1,500.00 

Water  Dept.,  Land,  Plant  and  Stock. . . . 898,000.00 
Highway  Dept.,  Real  Estate  and  Stock.  . 35,000.00 

Sewer  Plant 462,000.00 


Attleboro  Public  Library 

Building  and  Land $79,000.00 

Furniture  and  Books 32,000.00 

$111,000.00 

Police  Dept.,  Furniture  and  Equipment $1,300.00 

$1,300.00 

Parks,  Buildings  and  Land $37,050.00 

Equipment 1,200.00 

$38,250.00 

City  Home,  Buildings  and  Land $8,000.00 

Equipment 4,000.00 


City  Office  Furnishings  and  Miscellaneous 

Equipment $5,000 . 00 

(Moth  Dept.,  Sealer  of  W.&  M.  and 
Elections) $5,000.00 


$2,271,150.00 


Capron  Fund — See  regular  account. 

Deborah  Starkey  Fund — See  regular  account. 

Attleboro,  Mass.,  Dec.  1,  1915. 
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RECEIPTS  1915. 
GENERAL  REVENUE. 
TAXES. 


Current  Year. 

$8,870.00 
138,420.95 
189,551.43 

$336,842.38 


Poll 

Personal 
Real  Estate 


Previous  Year. 


Poll 

Personal 
Real  Estate 


$446.00 

5,983.44 

57,048.46 


$63,477.90 


From  State. 

Corporation . . . 
St.  R.  R.  Co’s 
Bank 


$9,530.83 

4,278.63 

650.22 

$14,459.68 


LICENSES  AND  PERMITS. 


Amusement $250.00 

Junk 916.52 

Milk 63.50 

Pool  and  Billiard 147.50 

Victuallers 71.50 

All  other 489 . 30 

$1,938.32 

Permits. 

M arriages • $205.00 

All  other 45.65 

$250.65 

Fines  and  Forfeits. 

\ 

Court  Fees $774.78 

$774.78 


Grants  and  Gifts. 

$398.56 
1,950.66 
1,617.37 


Individuals: 

County  (Dog  Licenses) 
All  other  Revenue 


$3,966.59 
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For 

Outlay 


$23,119.39 

$111.21 
207.32 
558.09 
150.20 

$1,026.82 

Privileges. 

St.  R.  R.  Excise $2,302.93  $2,302.93 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT. 

DEPARTMENTAL. 

City  Clerk 

Police 

Fire 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Highway 


CHARITIES. 

Almshouse  and  Farm. 

Milk $541.60 

Mother 174.05 

$715.65 

Reimbursements. 

Individuals .... 

Cities  and  Towi 

State 

All  other 


Soldiers’  Benefits. 

State  Aid 

Soldiers  Burials 


EDUCATIONAL. 

Schools. 

Tuition.  . 

All  other 

$1,705.65 


$1,131.73 

573.92 


$27.00 

ns 1,345.50 

2,649.71 

16.40 

$2,666.00 

150.00 


$4,038.61 


$9  a no 


$234.49 

46.90 

120.99 

139.94 

399.20 

$941.52 


COMMERCIAL  REVENUE. 
SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS. 


Sewers.  For 

Expenses 

Unapportioned,  1913 $16,165.30 

Apportioned,  1914 1,653.55 

Apportioned,  1915 4,788.34 

Appor.  paid  1916-22  in  advance. . . . 512.20 


Robert  St 

Holman  Drain 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 
Street  Betterment 
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Public  Library. 


Fines $250.06  $250.06 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Water  Maintenance. 

Sale  of  Water $52,163.57 

Sale  of  Material 2,873.65 

Hydrant  Rentals 14,340 . 00 

$69,377.22 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS. 

Temporary  Loans. 

Anticipation  of  Revenue $473,500.00 

Sewer  Loan  Commission 9,000.00 

Sewer  Loan  Commission  (Interest  acc.) 2,880.00 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 12,000.00 

$497,380.00 


Interest. 

Deposits $1,350.20 

Taxes 924.43 

$2,274.63 


Special  Assessments. 

Sewer 


$1,409.64  $1,409.64 


DEPARTMENTAL  TRANSFERS  AND  REFUNDS. 

Account. 


C.  R.  Manchester $14.59 

Sewer  Loan  Commission 20,870.00 

City  Office  F urnishings 30.00 

Charity  Department 220.50 

Assessors 8.00 

State  Aid 30.00 

Capron  Park 11.62 

Library 20.12 

Interest 83.85 


Total  Receipts 


$21,288.68 

$1,050,357.10 


RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1915. 
CONSOLIDATED. 


Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1915 $18,117.06 

Receipts  (1915  all  sources) 1,050,357.10 

Grand  Total $1,068,474.16 
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MUNICIPAL  COUNCIL. 


Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance  12-31-15 

$231 . 97 
268.03 

$500.00 

$500.00 

- $500.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Clerk  of  Finance  Committee 

Stationery  And  Postage 

Printing  and  Advertising 

Travelling  Expenses 

All  other 

$50.00 

68.74 

12.70 

67.28 

33.25 

$231.97 

MAYOR’S  DEPARTMENT 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance  12-31-15 

$1,741.32 

8.68 

$1,750.00 

$1,750.00 

$1,750.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries. 

Mayor 

Clerk 

$1,000.00 

474.18 

Other  Expenses. 

Stationery  and  Postage 

Car  Fares 

Inauguration 

All  other 

$98.08 

4.00 

111.31 

53.75 

$1,741.32 

AUDITING  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance  12-31-15 

$1,159.99 

40.01 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  and  Wages. 

Auditor $1,000.00 

Clerk 35.00 


Other  Expenses. 


$89.03 

12.79 

23.17 


Stationery  and  Postage 

Car  Fares,  etc 

All  other 


$1,159.99 
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TREASURER  AND  CITY  CLERK. 

Appropriation $4 , 500 . 00 

Expenditures $4,422.74 

Balance  12-31-15 77.26 

$4,500.00  $4,500.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 

Treasurer $1,800.00 

Clerks 2,000.00 

Other  Expenses. 

Stationery  and  Printing 277.81 

Printing  and  Advertising 103.00 

Car  Fares  and  Expenses 17.10 

Bond 179.00 

All  other 45.83 

$4,422.74 

COLLECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation $1,925.00 

Expenditures $1,920.57 

Balance  12-31-15 4.43 

$1,925.00  $1,925.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 

Collector $1,150.00 

Clerk 170.77 

Other  Expenses. 

Stationery  and  Postage $337.13 

Printing  and  Advertising 70.40 

Bond 135.00 

Car  Fares,  etc 5.13 

Allother 52.14 

$1,920.57 

ASSESSOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation $4,350 . 00 

Expenditures $4,107.96 

Balance  12-31-15 242.04 

$4,350.00  $4,350.00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  and  Wages. 


Assessors $1,999.97 

Clerks 1,364.00 

Other  Expenses. 

Tax  Titles $100.00 

Stationery  and  Postage 86.22 

Printing  and  Stationery 300.49 

Car  Fare,  Teams,  etc 121 . 13 

Advertising 23.85 

Mother 112.30 


LAW  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation 

'Expenditures $534 . 89 

Balance  12-31-15 65.11 


$600.00 


EXPENDITURES. 


City  Solicitor,  Salary $480.93 

Stationery  and  Postage .91 

Allother 53.05 


CITY  MESSENGER. 

Appropriation 

Expenditures $810 . 50 

Balance  12-31-15 19.50 


$830.00 


EXPENDITURES. 


Salary  Account. 


Jas.  A.  Tyrrance $120.50 

Fred  L.  Morse 690.00 


ELECTIONS  AND  REGISTRATIONS. 


Appropriation 

Expenditures $1,526.73 

Balance  12-31-15 873.27 


$2,400.00 


$4,107.96 


$600.00 


$600.00 


$534.89 


$830.00 


$830.00 


$810.50 


$2,400.00 


$2,400.00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Registrars $205 . 00 

Election  Officers 905.94 

Stationery  and  Postage 12.96 

Printing  and  Advertising 286.98 

Car  Fares,  etc .70 

Repairing  and  setting  up  Voting  Booths,  Lights,  etc.  59 . 53 

Rent,  Voting  Booth 30.00 

Allother 25.62 

$1,526.73 

CITY  STENOGRAPHER. 

Appropriation $750.00 

Expenditures.  * $727.92 

Balance  12-31-15 22.08 


$750.00  $750.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Lulu  A.  Gingras,  Salary $722.50 

Stationery  and  Supplies 5.42 

$727.92 


CITY  OFFICES— GENERAL  MAINTENANCE. 


Appropriation $3,500 . 00 

Expenditures $3,347 . 82 

Balance  12-31-15 152.18 


$3,500.00  $3,500.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Rent $2,875.92 

Light 159.21 

T elephone  Service 229.87 

Supplies 36.81 

Allother 46.01 

$3,347.82 

CITY  OFFICES— FURNITURE  AND  FURNISHINGS. 

Appropriation $2,475 . 00 

Expenditures $2,449 . 67 

Balance  12-31-15 25.33 


$2,475.00  $2,475.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Municipal  Council $674.67 

Mayor’s  Department 469 . 56 

Auditor’s  Department 459.82 

City  Collector’s  Department 371.43 

Charity  Department 181.00 
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City  Stenographer 126.10 

Water  Department 110.25 

All  other * 56.84 

$2,449.67 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation $14,750.00 

Expenditures $14,368.30 

Balance  12-31-15 381.70 


$14,750.00  $14,750.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 


Chief $1,125.00 

Lieutenant 1 ,096 . 77 

Patrolmen 7,646 . 64 

Special 798.82 

Lockup  Keeper 87.50 

Equipment  and  Repairs. 

Automobile $790.52 

Automobile  Hire 48.00 

Equipment  for  Men 123.27 

Fuel  and  Light. 

Light $55.70 

Maintenance  of  Building. 

Repairs $52.67 

Janitor’s  Supplies 59.06 

Furniture  and  F urnishings 3.30 

Rent 1,061.50 

Mother 7.92 

Other  Expenses. 

Printing  and  Stationery 24.65 

Telephone 180.29 

Care  and  Transportation  of  Prisoners 108.00 

Court  Fees 618.69 

Mother 466.99 

$14,368.30 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

$44,515.00 

$44,490.96 

24.04 


Appropriation . . . 
Expenditures. . . . 
Balance  12-31-15 


$44,515.00 


$44,515.00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  and  Wages. 


Chief  Engineer $600.00 

Assistant  Engineers 450.00 

Firemen 16,160.06 

Call  Men 5,032.95 

Other  Employees 438 . 00 

Horses  and  Care  of  Same. 

Horses $293 . 60 

Hay,  Grain  and  Straw 1,105.99 

Shoeing 199.44 

Automobile  Care,  etc 785 . 74 

Allother 342.60 

Equipment  and  Repairs. 

Apparatus $196.00 

Hose 604.75 

Equipment  for  Men 50.00 

Alarm  Boxes,  etc 472.98 

Supplies.  347.05 

All  other 2.54 

Fuel  and  Light. 

Fuel $833.09 

Light 183.23 

Hydrant  Rental $14,340.00 

Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Repairs $243.24 

Laundry  Work 88.20 

Furniture  and  Furnishings 130.57 

Allother 244.73 

Other  Expenses. 

Printing  and  Stationery $7.39 

Telephone 251.49 

Liability  Insurance 1,010.00 

All  other 77.32 


INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS. 

$700.00 

$607.07 

92.93 


Appropriation . . . 
Expenditures. . . . 
Balance  12-31-15 


$700.00 


$700.00 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Inspector,  Salary $591.67 

Stationery  and  Postage 5.25 

Incidentals 10.15 

$607.70 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES. 

Appropriation $300 . 00 

Expenditures $266 . 14 

Balance  12-31-15 33.86 


$300.00  $300.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Inspector,  Salary $250.00 

Printing  and  Stationery 12.25 

Car  Fares,  etc 3.89 

$266.14 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Appropriation $565.00 

Expenditures $564 . 36 

Balance  12-31-15 .64 


$565.00  $565.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sealer,  Salary $450.00 

Stationery  and  Postage 8.26 

Printing  and  Advertising 17.20 

Car  Fares,  teams  etc 49.00 

All  other 39.90 

$564.36 

MOTH  EXTERMINATION. 

Appropriation $ 1 ,400 . 00 

Expenditures $1,387.08 

Balance  12-31-15 12.92 


$1,400.00  $1,400.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 

Superintendent $765 . 74 

Labor 528.26 

Car  Fares,  Teams,  etc 39.15 

• Hardware  and  Tools 25.71 

Insecticides 28.22 


$1,387.08 


170 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TREE  WARDEN. 


Appropriation. . . 
Expenditures. . . . 
Balance  12-31-15 


$100.00 

$91.68 

8.32 


$100.00  $100.00 


EXPENDITURES. 


Salary  and  Wages. 

Warden  and  Assistant 
All  other 


$84.50 

7.18 

$91.68 


FORESTRY. 

Appropriation $ 500 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  State  Forestry $500.00 


GREAT  MEADOW  HILL  TOWER. 


Appropriation $1000.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  State  Forestry $100.00 


DOG  OFFICER. 


Appropriation 

Expenditures $199.26 

Balance  12-31-15 100.74 


$300.00 

EXPENDITURES. 


Dog  Officer,  Services 


$199.26 


$300.00 


$300.00 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

$6,450.00 

$6,445.55 

4.45 


Appropriation . . . 
Expenditures. . . . 
Balance  12-31-15 


$6,450.00  $6,450.00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Salaries  and  Wages. 


Health  Officer $500.00 

Clerk 172.92 

Printing  and  Stationery 321.35 

Telephone 12.34 

Mother 27.80 

Contagious  Diseases. 

Drugs  and  Medicines $28.96 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 45.62 

Hospitals 91.08 

All  other 21.00 

Tuberculosis. 

Board  and  Treatment $1,247.36 

Medical  Attendance  and  Medicines 545.59 

Groceries  and  Provisions 711.21 

Rent 58.04 

Laboratory 63.96 

Transportation 35.85 

Other  Expenses. 

Plumbing  Inspectors $314.00 

Vaccination 11.25 

Inspection  of  Slaughter 500.00 

Inspection  of  Animals 225.00 

Inspection  of  Milk 275.00 

Garbage  (Removal) 800.00 

Care  of  Public  Dump 357.00 

All  other 80.22 

* $6,445.55 


SEWER  MAINTENANCE  1915. 


Appropriation 

Expenditures $2,852 . 01 

Balance  12-31-15 22.99 


$2,875.00 


$2,875.00 

$2,875.00 


EXPENDITURES. 

Administration. 


Superintendent $100.00 

Clerk 208.50 

Printing  and  Stationery 186.90 

AllOther 208.16 

General. 

Labor $895.28 

Teams 7.43 

Tools  and  Equipment 74.20 

Pipe  and  Fittings 254.75 
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Brick  and  Cement 36.79 

Flushing 100.00 

Filtration — Labor 780.00 

$2,852.01 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT,  1915. 

General  Administration $3,700.00 

Expenditures $3,518.32 

Balance  12-31-15 181.68 


$3,700.00  $3,700.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Superintendent  Public  Works $2,291.63 

Engineer 1 ,050 . 00 

Incidentals 176.69 

$3,518.32 


HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT,  1915. 

General  Highway  Appropriation $43,600.00 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,500.00 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 9,000 . 00 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 225.00 


EXPENDITURES. 

Highways,  General $43,599.84 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,495.32 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 9,000.00 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 112.45 

Balance  on  hand,  12-31-15 117.39 


$56,325.00  $56,325.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Highway — General  Department. 

Labor $21,679.04 

Teams 6,391.96 

Broken  Stone,  etc 2,308.63 

Pipe  and  Cement 675.89 

Lumber 324.14 

Equipment  and  Repairs . 4,545.32 

Horses 126.89 
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Hay,  Grain  and  Straw 1,517.72 

Shoeing 176.90 

Hardware  and  Tools 604.07 

Freight  and  Expenses 63.89 

Fuel  and  Light 956.94 

Car  Tickets 40.00 

Automobile 504 . 50 

Automobile,  Repairs,  etc 79.80 

Allother 941.29 

Engineering  Supplies 93.12 

Insurance 618.24 

Sand  and  Gravel 432.41 

Bridges 1,069.79 

Brick 38.50 

Sidewalk  and  Curbing,  Repairs,  etc 229.36 

Signs,  Guide  Boards,  etc 112.45 

Sidewalks  and  Curbing 3,495.32 

Dust  Layer  and  Tar 9,000.00 


Snow  and  Ice  Removal. 

Labor $26.45 

Teams 3.75 

Plows,  Repairs,  etc 122.81 

Allother 28.43 

$56,207.61 


STREET  LIGHTING,  1915. 

Appropriation $18,200.00 

Expenditures $18,143 . 16 

Balance  on  hand,  12-31-15 56.84 


$18,200.00  $18,200.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Attleboro  Steam  & Electric  Co $18,143.16 

(As  per  Contract). 


CHARITY  DEPARTMENT,  1915. 

Appropriation  (1915) $22,800.00 

Expenditures $22,452 . 95 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31-15 347.05 

$22,800.00 


EXPENDITURES,  1915. 

Administration. 


Overseers 

Clerk 


$1,027.78 

97.40 
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Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 75.93 

All  other 265.81 


City  Farm. 

Salary — Superintendent  and  Matron $600.00 

Other  Salaries  and  Wages 435.93 

Groceries  and  Provisions 1,315.81 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 108.14 

building,  Repairs,  etc 256.26 

Fuel  and  Light 378.12 

Hay,  Grain  and  Seed 1,151 . 32 

Allother 598.72 


Outside  Relief  by  City. 

Groceries  and  Provisions $5,062.02 

Coal  and  Wood 895 . 31 

Board  and  Care 416.00 

Medicines  and  Medical  Attendance 182.40 

Institutions 646.12 

Hospitals 355.65 

Burials 125.00 

Rents 1,627.77 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 392. 17 

Allother 313.19 


Relief  by  Other  Cities  and  Towns. 

Cities $613.33 

Towns 1,260.82 


Mother’s  Aid. 

City $3,484.28 

Other  Cities  and  Towns 289.53 

Temporary  Aid 172 . 50 


Miscellaneous. 

Surveying  City  Farm 91.60 

Forestry  Work 214.04 

$22,452.95 


CITY  PHYSICIAN,  1915. 

Appropriation $500 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Rounseville,  Salary $500.00 
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SOLDIERS’  BENEFITS. 

Soldiers’  Benefits,  General  Administration. 

Appropriation $100.00 

Expenditures 87.50 

Balance  12-31-15 12.50 

$100.00  $100.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Agent,  Fred  L.  Morse $87.50 

STATE  AID,  1915. 

Appropriation $2,700.00 

Expenditures $2,444.00 

Balance  12-31-15 256.00 

$2,700.00  $2,700.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sundry  persons,  as  per  payrolls $2,444.00 

Soldiers’  Relief. 

Appropriation $2,250.00 

Expenditures $2,107.50 

Balance  12-31-15 142.50 

$2,250.00  $2,250.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sundry  persons,  as  per  payrolls $2,107.50 

SOLDIERS’  BURIALS. 

Appropriation $150 . 00 

Expenditures $80 . 00 

Balance  12-31-15 70.00 

$150.00  $150.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

T.  T.  Berry  & Sons $50.00 

C.  F.  Stone 30.00 

$80.00 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation  General  Maintenance $105,330.00 

M iscellaneous  Receipts 600 . 00 

$105,930.00 
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Vocational  Schools 500.00 

$106,430.00 


EXPENDITURES. 


School  Dept.,  Gen.  Maintenance $105,906.45 

School  Dept.,  Vocational  Schools 471.60 

Balance  on  hand  12-31-15,  Gen.  Dept 23.55 

Balance  on  hand  12-31-15,  Vocational  Dept 28.40 


$106,430.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

General  Administration. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 


Superintendent $2,400 . 00 

Clerks 1,282.00 

Truant  Officer 650. Q0 

All  other. . . 300.40 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc 309.78 

Telephones 323.09 

Travelling  Expenses 86.61 

School  Census 75.00 

All  other 81.17 


Teachers’  Salaries. 

Day  Schools. 

High 

Elementary 

Supervisors .... 

Vacation 

Vocational 


$13,734.89 

49,155.34 

3,685.91 

228.00 

270.00 


Evening  Schools. 


Elementary $868.25 

Vocational 80.00 


Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

High 2,070.58 

Elementary 2,720. 74 

All  other 197.76 

Transportation 3,563.00 


Janitors'  Salaries. 


High  (Day) 

Elementary 

High  (Evening) 

Elementary  (Evening) 


1,800.00 

7,790.08 

66.50 

42.00 


V 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


177 


Fuel  and  Light. 

High 1,041.34 

Elementary 5,815.26 

Vocational 34.44 


MAINTENANCE  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS. 
High  School. 

Repairs $922 . 52 

Janitor  Supplies 125.92 

Allother 156.01 

Elementary. 

Repairs 3,883 . 57 

Janitor’s  Supplies 187.59 

Allother 586.50 


Furniture  and  Furnishings 435.22 

High 122.05 

Allother 62.55 

Vocational  (Evening) 52.75 

Other  Expenses. 

Graduation  Expenses 108.18 

Benevolance 285.21 

Surveying 24.93 

Water 286.19 

School  Physician 400 . 00 

Allother 66.72 


106,378.05 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Appropriation $7,500.00 

Expenditures $7,476 . 35 

Balance  12-31-15 23.65 


$7,500.00  $7,500.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 

Librarian $917.13 

Assistants 1,761.20 

Janitor 963.65 

Books  and  Periodicals. 

Books 1,491.97 

Periodicals 402 . 77 
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Binding. 


Books $317.04 

Periodicals 31.15 

Fuel 460.15 

Light 364.10 

Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Repairs $96 . 86 

Furniture  and  Furnishings 126.50 

Care  of  Grounds ! 17.15 

Allother 105.34  * 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 204.68 

Freight  and  Express,  etc 43.49 

Telephone 20.75 

Allother 152.42 

$7,476.35 


RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED. 
CAPRON  PARK. 


Appropriation $3,620.00 

Expenditures $3,620.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  and  Wages. 

Superintendent $780.00 

All  other 1,447.75 

Other  Expenses. 

Teams $188.00 

Loam  and  Dressing 270.92 

Trees,  Shrubs,  etc 215.64 

Building  Repairs 27.83 

Animals 21.25 

Food  for  Animals 90.87 

Lighting 214.07 

Allother 363.67 


$3,620.00 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 


Appropriation $500 . 00 

Expenditures $485.11 

Balance  12-31-15 14.89 


$500.00  $500.00 

/ 

EXPENDITURES. 

Sun  Publishing  Co $4.50 

Le  Clair’s  Band 126.00 

M.  F.  Ashley  Co 8.24 
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Robbins  Co 16.50 

H.  S.  DeGroat 4.00 

F.  W.  Woolworth  Co 2.25 

W.  H.  Saart  Co 91.12 

R.  I.  Fireworks  Co 150.00 

M iscellaneous  Supplies 82.50 

$485.11 

MEMORIAL  DAY,  G.  A.  R. 

Appropriation $300 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

W.  G.  Streeter,  Post  145,  G.  A.  R $300.00 

MEMORIAL  DAY  SPANISH  WAR  VETERANS. 

Appropriation $50 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Herbert  A.  Clark  Camp  No.  45 $50.00 

G.  A.  R.  RENT. 

Appropriation $348.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

W.  A.  Streeter,  Post  145,  G.  A.  R $348 . 00 

MARIA  L.  DICKINSON. 

Appropriation $25 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Maria  L.  Dickinson $25.00 

PRINTING  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Appropriation $ 1 ,200 . 00 

Expenditures $1,132.60 

Balance  12-31-15 67.40 

$1,200.00  $1,200.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Advertising $308 . 65 

Printing 823.95 

$1,132.60 
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INSURANCE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Appropriation $1,000.00 

Expenditures $673.75 

Balance  12  31-15 326.25 


$1,000.00  $1,000.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  Various  Persons $673.75 


PUBLIC  SERVICE  ENTERPRISE. 

Water  Department. 

Appropriation $33 ,750 . 00 

Expenditures $30,732 . 3 6 

Balance  on  hand  12-31-15 3,017.64 


$33,750.00  $33,750.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Administration. 

Superintendent  (H.  F.  Conant) $300.00 

Registrar  (H.  F.  Conant) 63.00 

Clerks 140.00 

Printing,  Stationery,  etc 206.87 

Telephones 140 . 94 

Office  Equipment,  etc 96.70 

Engineer’s  Supplies 68.54 

All  other 236.15 

General. 

Labor $4,764.47 

Meter  Reader 784.10 

Automobiles  and  Teams 411 . 81 

Pipe  and  Fittings 364.87 

Equipment  and  Repairs 456.88 

Freight  and  Express 21.28 

Shop  and  Barn 119.79 


WATER  DEPARTMENT—  (GENERAL). 

Gasoline $398.15 

Insurance 767.34 

Hay  and  Grain 93.28 

All  other 128.43 

Pumping  Station. 

Engineers. ! $2,308. 00 

Firemen 918.00 

Coal 2,893.82 

Oil  and  Packing 241.72 
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Valves  and  Fittings 15.77 

Building  Repairs 157.03 

Labor 823 . 05 

Light 67.65 

Electrical  Work 60.00 

Allother 204.39 

Meters. 

Labor $40.50 

Meters  and  Fittings 33.35 

Water  Construction. 

Labor $2,965.93 

Cement 40.41 

Pipe  and  Fittings 4,624.28 

Meters 2,092.26 

StandPipe 3,625.00 

Allother 58.60 

Total  Expenditures $30,732.36 

GENERAL  EXPENSES. 

Interest. 

Appropriations $59,609.00 

Expenditures 58,974 . 64 

Balance  12-31-15 634.36 

$59,609.00  $59,609.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  General  Loans $11,486.00 

Temporary  Loans 5,905.64 

Sewer  Loans 17,380 . 00 

Water  Loans 23,535.00 

Grade  Crossing  Assessment 668.00 

$58,974.64 

City  Debt. 

Appropriation $54,150 . 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

To  Various  Financial  Institutions  and  Individuals.  $54,150.00 

SINKING  FUND. 

Appropriation. $12,500.00 

EXPENDITURES. 


To  Commissioners  Sinking  Funds 


$12,500.00 
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AGENCY,  TRUST  AND  INVESTMENT. 
Appropriations. 

State  Tax $40,755.00 

State  Highway  Tax 924. 10 

Non-Resident  Bank  Tax 1.895.04 

Bureau  of  Statistics 1,117.17 

Countv  Tax 22.126.93 

$66,818.24 

EXPENDITURES. 

Commonwealth  of  Mass $44,691  31 

Countv*  of  Bristol 22,126.93 

$66,818  24 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENDITURES. 

Appropriations ...  $824 . 27 

Expenditures $824 . 27 

Sundry  Accounts  (Auditor's  Statements) $500 . 67 

Commissions  Tax  Collector,  1913-14  323 . 60 

$824  27 

NON -REVENUE  ACCOUNTS. 

EAST  SIDE  PLAYGROUND. 

Appropriation $460 . 56 

EXPENDITURES. 

Supervisor,  and  Salaries $150.50 

Accessories 213 . 35 

Labor  and  Material 96.71 

$460  56 

RIFLE  RANGE. 

Loan  Authorized 

Expenditures $-3,742.14 

Balance  12-31-15 2,257.86 

$6,000.00  $6,000.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  Real  Estate $3,560.00 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

Miscellaneous  Expenses. 

Supplies 

Labor [ $182.14 

Survey's,  etc  J 
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NON  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

SEWER  CONSTRUCTION. 

Appropriation $3,921.80 

Expenditures $3,916.24 

Balance  on  hand,  12-31-15 5.56 


$3,921.80  $3,921.80 

EXPENDITURES. 

Labor $2,563.90 

Pipe  and  Fittings 553 . 85 

Brick  and  Cement 430.00 

All  other 368.49 

$3,916.24 
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Concrete  Betterment  1913  ....  37.00 

Concrete  Betterment  1914  ....  179.78 


REVENUE  ACCOUNTS— Continued 
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$192,397.66  192,397.66 

*Taunton  and  Pawtucket  Street  R.  R.  Co.,  $189.51 
*Norton  and  Taunton  Street  R.  R.  Co.,  76.54 


DEFERRED  REVENUE 
Dec.  31,  1915. 
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Loans  Authorized 6,000.00  Rifle  Range 

Real  Estate  etc $3,742. 14 

Appropriation  Balance 2,257.86  6,000.00 
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Appropriations  Charges  to  December  Total  Unexpended 

November  30  Charges  Charges  Bal.  Dec.  31, ’15 

100.00  52.58  39.10  91.68  8.32 
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Appropriations  Charges  to  December  Total  Unexpended 

November  30  Charges  Charges  Bal.  Dec.  31,  ’15 
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Public  Service: 

Water  Dept.  Maintenance 33,750.00  28,827.64  1,904.72  30,732.36  3,017.64 

*Account  transfered  to  Charity  Department,  $2,000;  City  Office  Furnishings,  $475.00;  Maria  L.  Dickinson,  $25.00 
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East  Side  Playground 460.56  437.00  23.56  460.56 

(Donation  Account) 

Rifle  Range 6,000.00  3,730.74  11.40  3,742.14  2,257.86 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
Jan.  1,  1915,  to  Dec.  31,  1915. 
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EDGAR  F.  BOSWORTH,  Auditor. 
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